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Introduction
The first definitive checklists of the birds of India (Praveen et
al. 2016), now in its 14th version (Praveen et al. 2020a), the
Indian Subcontinent, now in its tenth version (Praveen et al.
2020d), and South Asia (Praveen et al. 2020c), were all drawn
from a master database built upon a putative list of birds of the
South Asian region (Praveen et al. 2019). All these checklists,
and their online updates, periodically incorporating additions to
the region’s avifauna (available at www.indianbirds.in), initially
followed the taxonomy of the ‘Howard & Moore World Checklist
4th edition’ (henceforth, H&M4) (Dickinson & Remsen 2013;
Dickinson & Christidis 2014). In 2018 (Praveen et al. 2018), we
took a decision to deviate from H&M4 and adopted a consensus-
based approach for incorporating taxonomic changes that were
unanimously accepted by the other three extant global authorities,
namely, 'Handbook of Birds of the World & BirdLife International’
(2019; henceforth, HBW/BLI), eBird/Clements (Clements et al.
2019), and the International Ornithological Congress (henceforth,
I0C; Gill et al. 2021). In 2020, we further deviated from HBW/
BLI and our consensus model incorporated only eBird/Clements
and IOC (Praveen et al. 2020b); during this update, we also
embarked on independent reviews of emerging literature in bird
systematics so that our Checklists remain taxonomically updated.
Since the last update, we had two revisions of IOC taxonomy
while there were no revisions in 2020 in the eBird/Clements
list. Hence, the number of taxonomic changes for this update
is minimal. However, we wish to rationalize the English names
of a few birds in this update in response to feedback from the
user community, and the popularity of alternative names in the
region— mainly driven by the field guides (Grimmett et al. 2011;
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012), and eBird (www.ebird.org).

Methodology

As there was no update to the eBird/Clements list during this
cycle, there are no new species splits that need to be incorporated
here. We, nonetheless, make a limited update, involving changes
to species epithets and generic limits; these are based on our
independent review of published literature, but also, specifically,
after consultations with the lead authors of both taxonomies so
as to ensure maximum stability and convergence vis-a-vis global
authorities. While we continue to follow the same framework of
rules and guidelines governing English names as elucidated in
Praveen et al. (2016), we recalibrate our English names to align

more with contemporary usage, marking an end to the legacy
of names in Manakadan & Pittie (2001), or Ali & Ripley (2001).

Results & discussion

There are no changes to the total number of species, or any other
higher order rank in this taxonomic update (Table 1, Table 2).
Eleven taxonomic changes are related to movement of genus,
and two to species epithets. In addition, primary English names
of 14 species are also changed.

Conclusion

We continue to believe that our ‘consensus model’ of this
taxonomic update is driven, primarily, by pragmatism and
utility. Though eBird/Clements was not updated in 2020, our
continuous engagement with their team has enabled us to move
forward with South Asian taxonomy without having to wait for
those updates. We are closely watching all global alignments
and regional adoptions, in this space, to offer the best long-term
strategy for South Asian ornithology.

Table 2. Taxonomic summary

Region South Asia Indian Subcontinent India
Order 26 25 26
Family 116 115 114
Genus 503 499 495
Species 1,426 1,376 1,333
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Table 1. Annotated list of taxonomic updates and nomenclatural changes to the checklist of the birds of India, and the South Asian region

S. No.
1

20

21

English name
Cotton Pygmy Goose
Hodgson's Hawk
Cuckoo

Water Rail

Brown-cheeked Rail
Eurasian Coot

White Stork

White-browed Crake

Collared Owlet

Yellow-crowned
Woodpecker

Freckle-breasted
Woodpecker

Eurasian Reed Warbler

Black-headed Bulbul

Black-capped Bulbul

Asian Desert Warbler

Barred Warbler

Lesser Whitethroat

Eastern Orphean

Warbler

Ménétries's Warbler

Common Whitethroat

Striated Yuhina

Dark-fronted Babbler

Scientific name

Nettapus coromandelianus
().F. Gmelin, 1789)

Hierococcyx nisicolor
(Blyth, 1843)

Rallus aquaticus
Linnaeus, 1758

Rallus indicus Blyth, 1849
Fulica atra Linnaeus, 1758

Ciconia ciconia
(Linnaeus, 1758)

Poliolimnas cinereus
(Vieillot, 1819)

Taenioptynx brodiei
(Burton, 1836)

Leiopicus mahrattensis
(Latham, 1801)

Dendrocopos analis
(Bonaparte, 1850)

Acrocephalus scirpaceus
(Hermann, 1804)

Brachypodius melanocephalos

(Gmelin, 1788)

Rubigula melanicterus
().F. Gmelin, 1789)

Curruca nana Hemprich &
Ehrenberg, 1833

Curruca nisoria
(Bechstein, 1792)

Curruca curruca
(Linnaeus, 1758)

Curruca crassirostris
(Cretzschmar, 1830)

Curruca mystacea
(Ménétries, 1832)

Curruca communis
(Latham, 1787)

Staphida castaniceps
(F. Moore, 1854)

Dumetia atriceps
(Jerdon, 1839)

Notes on taxonomy / nomenclature

English name changed from Cotton Teal.
English name changed from Whistling Hawk Cuckoo.
English name changed from Western Water Rail.

English name changed from Eastern Water Rail.
English name changed from Common Coot.

English name changed from European White Stork.

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Amaurornis. Placed in Poliolimnas
here, following I0C based on the recommendations of Garcia-R
et al. (2020).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Glaucidium. Placed in Taenioptynx
here, following 10C, based on the recommendations of Salter
et al. (2019).

English name changed from Yellow-fronted Woodpecker.

English name changed from Spot-breasted Woodpecker.

English name changed from Common Reed Warbler.

Species epithet atriceps, as adopted in H&M4, is emended to
melanocephalos here, following 10C.

Species epithet melanictera, corrected for gender to melanicterus
following 10C.

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Curruca. Moved to Sylvia based

on consensus model in Praveen et al. (2018). Placed back in Curruca
here, following 10C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al.
(2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Curruca. Moved to Sylvia based

on consensus model in Praveen et al. (2018). Placed back in Curruca
here, following 10C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al.
(2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Curruca. Moved to Sylvia based

on consensus model in Praveen et al. (2018). Placed back in Curruca
here, following I0C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al.
(2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Curruca. Moved to Sylvia based

on consensus model in Praveen et al. (2018). Placed back in Curruca
here, following 10C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al.
(2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Curruca. Moved to Sylvia based

on consensus model in Praveen et al. (2018). Placed back in Curruca
here, following 10C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al.
(2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Curruca. Moved to Sylvia based

on consensus model in Praveen et al. (2018). Placed back in Curruca
here, following I0C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al.
(2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Yuhina. Placed in Staphida here,
following 10C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al. (2019).

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Rhopocichla. Placed in
Dumetia here, following 10C, based on the recommendations of
Cai etal. (2019).

Type of change

English name-Independent change
English name-Independent change
English name-Independent change

English name-Independent change
English name-Independent change

English name-Independent change

Genus change

Genus change (with corresponding
change in sequence)

English name-Independent change

English name-Independent change

English name-Independent change

Species epithet change

Species epithet change

Genus change

Genus change

Genus change

Genus change

Genus change

Genus change

Genus change

Genus change
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S.No.  English name Scientific name

22 Long-billed Wren Napothera malacoptila
Babbler (Blyth, 1847)
23 Indian Grassbird Graminicola bengalensis
Jerdon, 1863
24 Hume's Treecreeper Certhia manipurensis
Hume, 1881

25 White-capped Redstart  Phoenicurus leucocephalus
(Vigors, 1831)

26 Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia

(Linnaeus, 1766)

27 Pale Rockfinch Carpospiza brachydactyla

(Bonaparte, 1850)

Notes on taxonomy / nomenclature

English name changed from Indian Grass Babbler.

English name changed from Manipur Treecreeper

English name changed with the dropping of qualifier ‘Water'.
English name changed from Eurasian Rock Sparrow.

English name changed from Pale Rock Sparrow.

Table 1. Annotated list of taxonomic updates and nomenclatural changes to the checklist of the birds of India, and the South Asian region

Type of change

Assigned by H&M4 to the genus Rimator. Placed in Napothera here,  Genus change
following 10C, based on the recommendations of Cai et al. (2019).

English name-Independent change
English name-Independent change
English name-Independent change
English name-Independent change

English name-Independent change
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