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Turtles in the diet of White-throated Kingfisher 
Halcyon smyrnensis 
On 01 July 2015, at 1700 h, at Chiplun (17.52°N, 73.52°E), 
Ratnagiri District, Maharashtra, I noticed a White-throated 
Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis  carrying something unusual 
in its beak; to my disbelief, it was a turtle. I approached closer 
to get a better view, however the bird flew off with the lifeless 
turtle. Looking at the photographs [201] I realised that the turtle 
was actually a hatchling of the Indian Flapshell turtle Lissemys 
punctata. this widespread turtle species lacks a hard shell and is 
a member of the soft-shell turtle group. It grows to a size of 35 
cm (Bhupathy 1989). 

the White-throated Kingfisher feeds on a variety of 
arthropods, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, birds, and occasionally 
small mammals (Ali & Ripley 2001; Woodall & Kirwan 2020b). 
A turtle in the diet of a White-throated Kingfisher has not been 
formally documented from across its distribution range, but I 

was able to find four online images of this species with a turtle 
in its bill, the Indian Flapshell turtle Lissemys punctata (Sahu 
2019; Singh  2019) and the Western Caspian turtle Mauremys 
rivulata (Eni 2012; Meir 2017). this clearly shows that the 
White-throated Kingfisher can possibly feed on the hatchlings 
of the soft-shell, and the hard-shell turtles. Apart from the 
White-throated Kingfisher, the Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle 
alcyon and the Buff-breasted Kingfisher Tanysiptera sylvia are 
also known to feed on the turtles (Schablein 2012; Woodall & 
Kirwan 2020a). 

201. The White-throated Kingfisher holding an Indian Flapshell Turtle hatchling.   
 

References
Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 2001. Handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan together with 

those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. 2nd ed. Delhi: (Sponsored 
by Bombay Natural History Society.) Oxford University Press [Oxford India 
Paperbacks.]. Vol. 4 of 10 vols. Pp. 2 ll., pp. i–xvii, 1–267 + 1 l., 2 ll.

Bhupathy, S., 1989. Morphometry of the Indian Flap-shell Turtte (Lissemys punctata 
andersoni). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 86 (2): 252.

Eni, S., 2012. Website URL: https://www.jungledragon.com/image/3701/white-
throated_kingfisher_feeding_on_small_turtle.html. [Accessed on 24 August 
2020.]

Meir, A., 2017. Website URL: https://www.alamy.com/stock-image-white-throated-
kingfisher-halcyon-smyrnensis-with-a-tortoise-in-its-164312683.html. [Accessed on 
24 August 2020.]

Sahu, B., 2019. Website URL: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=22166924
75050916&set=a.940948439291999&type=3&theater. [Accessed on 24 August 
2020.]

Schablein, J., 2012. ‘Megaceryle alcyon’ (On-line), Animal Diversity Web. Website 
URL: http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Megaceryle_alcyon/. [Accessed on 24 
August 2020.]

Singh, A., 2019. Website URL: https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=24335958
03562696&set=gm.2456182391366198&type=3&theater&ifg=1. [Accessed on 24 
August 2020.]

Woodall, P. F., & Kirwan, G. M., 2020a. Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher (Tanysiptera 
sylvia), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. 
A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, 
USA. Website URL: https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/bubpak1/cur/
introduction#food. [Accessed on 24 August 2020.]

Woodall, P. F., & Kirwan, G. M., 2020b. White-throated Kingfisher (Halcyon 
smyrnensis), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, 
D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, 
NY, USA. Website URL: https://birdsoftheworld.org/bow/species/whtkin2/1.0/
introduction. [Accessed on 24 August 2020.]

– Pranav Gokhale
Wildlife Institute of India, Post Box # 18, Chandrabani, Dehradun 248001, Uttarakhand, India. 

E-mail: pranav@wii.gov.in; pranavgokhale1@gmail.com

Pranav G
okhale

192 Indian BIRDS Vol. 16 No. 6 (Publ. 28 December 2020)


