Intesar Suhail

105. Bar-headed Geese on Manibugh Wetlands.
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A breeding record of the Blue-breasted Quail
Synoicus chinensis from West Bengal

On 14 July 2019, we were watching birds near Baruipur
(22.36°N, 88.39°E), South 24 Parganas, West Bengal. At 0725
h, we noticed a quail family moving so fast from side to side
through the dense part of the grass that none of us could take
pictures. As the covey seemed to have chicks, we decided not to
go closer, lest they feel threatened in any way. After waiting for a
while, when they crossed the road for the second time, we took
pictures [106] that readily identified the birds as Blue-breasted
Quails Synoicus chinensis; basis, the bright blue colour on the
chest of the male. We waited there for some time and finally
decided that we would observe them for as long as possible. Two
to three times, in quick succession, when they were moving from
side to side of the grassland, we realized how much they were
moving inside the thick, 50-60 c¢m tall grass on a 30 cm wide
trail. Ahead were two shallow waterbodies. How quickly they
moved in the grassland. We had been waiting there for about
three hours since we first saw them. The male peeped out from
the grassland and stared at us. We assume that when he did not
perceive any danger from us, he almost stood up on the road,
and with a special gesture (an up-and-down movement of his
head), gave a quick signal to the rest of his family to cross the
road. Three chicks and the female crossed the road behind him.
The chicks seemed about 14-15 days old. They are known to
prefer dense and swampy grassland, like this site, that also has

Correspondence

some waterbodies. Later we saw them feeding, possibly on grass
seeds or insects, well inside the grassland, and sometimes just
visible alongside the road.

106. A male Blue-breasted Quail with chick. (Click for video)

We decided to visit the site regularly to study these quails. PrBi
and SaDa visited every day and PrBi, occasionally; all observations
from the period are tabulated in Table 1. We observed that they
appeared two to three times on an open trail in a day. When
they scamper across an open trail, from one side to the other,
there is a long gap (up to five to six hours) before they return to
the earlier side. We studied them for 23 days and realized how
well adapted they were to the habitat. While our observations
were made in 2019, when Indian BIRDS has not published
their nesting biology guidelines (Barve et al. 2020), we have
now reviewed the guidelines as applicable to our study. By the
time we saw the chicks of the quail, they were no longer in the
nest and we estimated they were at least two weeks old. Being
nidifugous birds, they would have left the nest immediately after
hatching. Our studies were non-intrusive, despite the challenge
of long waiting periods. When other birdwatchers came to see
the quails, the protocol of wait and watch continued without
disturbing them. In a way, we took the responsibility of guarding
them while studying them, until the chicks have grown up.

Table 1. Significant observations of breeding Blue-breasted Quail during the
fledgling period
2019 Observation Observers
14 July A pair with three chicks observed [XX1, 2] AbRo, PrBh, PrBi, SaDa
15 July Two more chicks observed, hence the pair  PrBi, SaDa
had at least five chicks
17 July Chicks seen taking a short flight of c2-3 m  PrBi, SaDa
19 July Saw the family four times (maximum for any ~ PrBi, SaDa
day)
21 July Full family with five chicks observed forag-  PrBh, PrBi, SaDa
ing in the open while crossing a narrow walk
path
23 July Spotted two chicks with patches of blue on  PrBh, PrBi, SaDa
their breast, indicating males
28 July One male chick and three female chicks ob-  SaDa
served. Video 1
05 August  Last observation SaDa
06 August Area flooded and remained inaccessible
henceforth
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McGowan & Kirwan (2020) gave the incubation period for
the Blue-breasted Quail as 16—18 days. The young are capable
of flight about four weeks, but remain with the adults until the
following nesting season; reaching sexual maturity in three
months. Working backwards from 17 July, when they took their
first flight, the chicks must have hatched before the third week of
June, and the eggs must have been laid in the last week of May,
or first week of June. If that were the case, the males would have
been calling in May.

The Blue-breasted Quail has been recorded earlier from
southern West Bengal. It was mentioned in Hume & Marshall
(1880) as occurring in the neighbourhood of Kolkata, in the
cold season and leaving the locality by the rainy season. Hume
(1875) gave their breeding season as from the end of June till the
second week of August in the sub-Himalayan tracts. Biswamoy
Biswas collected it in eastern Calcutta's wetlands in 1964-1969
(Anonymous 2000). However, there have been no reports in
recent years and no information of breeding from West Bengal,
and this is the first photographic record from the state.

We sincerely thank the Birdwatchers' Society of Bengal for
sharing information on the species.
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An influx of Short-tailed Shearwaters Ardenna
tenuirostris during to the tropical cyclone ‘Amphan’ in
West Bengal

The pelagic Short-tailed Shearwater Ardenna tenuirostris is a
medium-sized, trans-equatorial migrant that breeds on the south-
eastern coast of Australia, and migrates to the northern Pacific
Ocean in its non-breeding season (Carboneras et al. 2020). It is
a dark brown bird with a short tail, rounded head, and slender,

dark bill. A darker wing-lining and the short bill are typical of this
species (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012).

From 21-23 May 2020, a major cyclonic storm, ‘Amphan’, in
the Bay of Bengal (hereinafter, BoB) hit the coast of West Bengal
and blew inland many Short-tailed Shearwaters. We report below
all the confirmed and putative reports of this species from that
period of time.

After ‘Amphan’ hit West Bengal in the evening of 20 May
2020, we scoured the rivers near our respective hometowns,
situated in southern West Bengal, from 21 to 24 May, for
wind-blown seabirds (Table 1). We obtained nine reports of
shearwaters, some of them reliably identifiable as Short-tailed
Shearwaters (Table 2, Map 1).
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Fig. 1. Map showing the locations where shearwaters were recorded. Source: Google Earth

107. Short-tailed Shearwater in West Bengal. 21 May 2020, 1724 h.

Table 1. Details about the location of our sightings

Observer Coordinates City, District

SD 22.75°N, 88.35°E Serampore, Hooghly
AM 22.85°N, 88.36°E Chandannagar, Hooghly
SM 22.59°N, 88.35°E Kolkata

AB & SA 22.43°N, 87.88°E Naupala, Howrah

Pointsonmap  River Mode of observation
A Hooghly Stationary

B Hooghly Travelling (1 km)

C Hooghly Stationary

D Rupnarayan Travelling (5 km)
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