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Windblown Red-footed Boobies Sula sula from the 
northern Malabar Coast of Kerala
The Red-footed Booby Sula sula is the most pelagic of the 
boobies (Sulidae), which are widely distributed throughout the 
pantropical latitudes in the Atlantic, Pacific, and Indian Oceans 
(Nelson 1978). Of its three races, S. s. rubripes breeds on 
islands of the Indian Ocean, and the Tropical West- and Central 
Pacific Ocean, eastwards to the Hawaiian Islands. It is, probably, 
subspecies found in India. 

An adult Red-footed Booby is known to have different colour 
morphs, but bright red feet, and a pink-based bluish-grey bill 
are its distinguishable features. The different types of morphs 
are: white, black-tailed white, brown, white-tailed brown, white-
headed-white-tailed brown, and morphs that are intermediate 
between these (Carboneras et al. 2020). The juveniles are 
brown, or grey-brown with darker streaks, and are usually paler 
below, with grey or greyish-pink legs and feet, and a blackish bill. 
Here, we report the sighting of the species from two different 
locations on the northern coast of Kerala. 

On 29 August 2019, an exhausted bird (hereafter, Bird 1) was 
found on the ground near the Government Hospital, Kanhangad 
(12.31ºN, 75.10ºE), in Kasaragod. Jayesh T.V. photographed it and 
sent the picture to us for identification. Overall it was brownish, 
with paler foreneck and abdomen, fleshy legs, pinkish bill with 
blackish tip, and bluish grey facial skin—all pointing towards a 
juvenile Red-footed Booby. As the outer primaries were old, and 
inner new [48], the bird might have been in its late first- or early 
second molt (Gutiérrez 2010). It remained at the same site for 
more than an hour, and then flew away by its own.

48. Images of Bird 1 sighted in Kasaragod District. 
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On 05 September 2019, fishermen from Ayikkara harbour 
(11.85ºN, 75.37ºE), Kannur, reported the sighting of another Red-
footed Booby (hereafter, Bird 2). It was kept at the fish market 
till our rescuer, Sreejith Harvest, collected it [49]. Similar to Bird 
1, it was also a juvenile bird, which is supposed to be less than 
two years old (referring to the images in Gutiérrez 2010). As Bird 
2 was exhausted, it was taken to the District Veterinary Hospital 
for treatment. It was dewormed and given primary treatment. It 
was fed with marine fishes daily, in the morning, at noon, and in 
the evening. After a month in rehabilitation, Bird 2 had regained 
health. We found wing fluttering behaviour and high food (two to 
four medium-sized sardines) intake during the morning. Bird 2 
was occasionally taken to the beach with the intent of releasing it, 
but this ended in failure, as it didn’t show any urge to fly. This was 
done once every week, but it just took short flights and returned 
to shore. Finally, on 25 January 2020 we released it at the same 
site where it was found [50]. 

49. Images of Bird 2 sighted in Kannur District. 

50. Rehabilitated Red-footed Booby (Bird 2) in Kannur before release. 

We assume that both the birds were juveniles, and different 
individuals, since Bird 1 was paler than Bird 2. We believe that 
heavy monsoon winds, during the August–September, might 
have blown these birds inland. They are known to be sensitive to 
strong wind conditions, leading to poor flight stability (Yamamoto 
et al. 2017). 

A summary of Red-footed Booby reports from India is listed 
in Table 1, where two of them were pelagic records, and four 
were records of windblown birds.
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Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris 
preying upon a Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus 
flaviventris nestling
The Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris is one of 
the frequently occurring hornbill species in Chapramari Wildlife 
Sanctuary (26.87°N, 88.86°E) which lies in the Dooars region of 
northern West Bengal, India, close to Gorumara National Park. It 
is dominated by moist deciduous forests. 

At 1100 h, on 01 June 2016, we spotted a pair of extremely 
agitated Black-crested Bulbuls Pycnonotus flaviventris perched 
on the lower branches of a tree. They were calling out loudly. 
Moments later a male Oriental Pied Hornbill appeared near 
the bulbuls. The bulbuls got further agitated and started dive-
bombing and attacking the hornbill. Their aggression didn’t seem 
to affect the hornbill in any way, and it went into the understory. 

A few seconds later, it flew out of the understory and perched 
on a branch of a nearby tree. It held, in its beak, a Black-crested 
Bulbul nestling [51]. The hornbill ignored the continuous distress 
calls of the bulbuls and gulped down its prey before flying away.

51. Oriental Pied Hornbill with Black-crested Bulbul nestling. 

The Black-crested Bulbul is known to make nests c.30–250 
cm above the ground. These are cup-shaped, comprising fine 
twigs, leaves, bark, and fiber, and well hidden in a thick bush or 
sapling (Ali & Ripley 1983). We assume the hornbill may have 
discovered the nest’s location based on the bulbuls’ movements, 
while they provisioned their offspring.

While Oriental Pied Hornbills are primarily frugivorous, small 
animals have been recorded as part of their diet. Goyal & Saxena 
(2018) reported an instance of birds hunting an adult Common 
Myna Acridotheres tristis but failing to consume it. They have 
been known to hunt and consume insects, fishes, reptiles, small 
birds and mammals (Ali & Ripley 1983; Poonswad et al. 1998; 
Kinnaird & O’Brien 2007; Rahman et al. 2019). Rahman et al. 
2019 also reported bird chicks to be a part of the hornbill’s diet. 
Infanticide-cannibalism has also been reported in this species 
(Chan et al. 2007; Ng et al. 2011). This record of it hunting and 
feeding on the Black-crested Bulbul nestling is further proof to its 
propensity to feed on birds.

We would like to thank K. Supriya, Arizona State University, for 
her encouragement and comments on the manuscript.
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Table 1. Reports of Red-footed Booby from India

State (location) Date Bird condition Reference 

West Bengal (New Digha, Baleshwar) 11 May 2011 Died Karmakar et al. (2011)

Goa (20 NM from the Goa coast) 13 December 2013 Live bird found during voyage Gandhe (2014)

Karnataka (70–80 NM Mangalore coast) December 2014 Live bird found during voyage Lakhman (2015)

Maharashtra (Bhuigaon Beach, Vasai) 05 June 2016 Exhausted bird; died Lopes & Kasambe (2016)

Kerala (Kanhangad, Kasaragod) 29 August 2019 Exhausted bird; flew away  Bird 1

Kerala (Ayikkara harbour, Kannur) 05 September 2019 Exhausted bird; rescued and released  Bird 2
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