
Northern Goshawk from Jhalana, Rajashtan

Anand Gupta
On 18 March 2016, a Northern 
Goshawk Accipiter gentilis was 
photographed in Jhalana forest 
(26.85ºE, 75.62ºN), Jaipur, 
Rajasthan. Though the species 
has been reported as a straggler 
from different parts of peninsular 
India (Naoroji 2006), this is a rare 
photographic documentation for 
Rajasthan. 
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Eurasian Bittern from Mangalajodi, Odisha 

Mamta Megha

On 11th March 2016, Basant Behura, Madhu Behera (a local 
guide), our boatman Hajary, and I saw an Eurasian Bittern 
Botaurus stellaris at Mangalajodi wetlands (9.92°N, 85.42°E), 
Odisha. The bird was close to the reed beds but subsequently 
flew away, after being heckled by Purple Swamphens Porphyrio 
porphyrio. It was also seen on the previous day by Madhu. This 
species is listed under various checklists from Odisha (Inskipp 
2015) but the only specific documentation, of a sighting, was 
from Tatkapur (Lahkar 2010). A photograph taken by Indranil 
Sengupta on 28 January 2012 from Mangalajodi is displayed at 
the office of a local NGO. 
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Himalayan Vulture from Cacora, Goa

Omkar Dharwardkar & Mandar Bhagat

A single juvenile Himalayan Vulture Gyps himalayensis  was 
observed and photographed on  07 February 2016 in Cacora 
[=Kakoda] village (15.23°N, 74.12°E), South Goa District, Goa. 
Incidentally, Surve (2016) reported it from a site about 40 

km south, across the border 
from Uttar Kannada District, 
Karnataka on 10 January 
2016, which could possibly 
be the same bird. Apart from 
this, there have been only five 
reports from southern India 
(Praveen et. al. 2014)—this 
being the first from Goa.
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Bristled Grassbird from 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

Rajarajan V.

Two Bristled Grassbirds 
Chaetornis striata were 
seen on 07 February 2016 
in a patch of grassland 
surrounding Mittanamalli 
wetland (13.17°N, 
80.05°E) in Avadi, 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
They were photographed 
on 19 February, and 
observed once again on  
25 February. The only 
prior report from the state 
are nineteenth century specimens from the Nilgiris, attributed to 
T. C. Jerdon (Jerdon 1841). 
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