
The Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata is a winter visitor to 
Baluchistan, and the Himalayas in Pakistan, and a passage 
migrant in Pakistan, and north-western India (Ali & Ripley 

2001; Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). In 
India, most of the recent records of this species have been from 
Gujarat, though it has been reported from further north (Ali & 
Ripley 2001). Here, I report an instance where the bird stayed for 
two weeks in the neighbourhood of Pune, Maharashtra. 

A large pipal tree Ficus religiosa stands in the backyard of my 
workplace at Parihar Chowk, Aundh, Pune (18.55°N, 73.80°E). 
The windows on this side open into the pipal’s canopy. In winters 
this tree comes alive with several resident and wintering birds. 
On the morning of 10 December 2015, as I was peering into 
the tree at 1015 hrs to spot some activity, I noticed a single, pale, 
sparrow-sized bird. The bird would fly away, and return to the 
same branch, or adjacent branches within a radius of 1.5 m. This 
behavior lasted for an hour. Next day, at the same time, I saw this 
bird again. I photographed it [54], and sent the picture to a few 
birdwatchers in Pune, who tentatively identified it as an Asian 
Brown Flycatcher M. latirostris. Later, when I posted the photos 
on Facebook’s ‘Indian Birds Group’, Pankaj Gupta, and Shantanu 
Bhattacharya corrected my identification to Spotted Flycatcher. 

The bird was grey, or brownish-grey overall. It had a dark eye 
with no eye-ring, whitish under parts with some signature dark 
streaks on the breast, and the crown of the head. The longish 
beak was dark, and the lower mandible had a pale base. Its 

54. Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata in Pune.

legs were dark, and its dark tail had a slight notch. The dark grey 
greater, and median coverts had obvious buffish-grey, or buffish-
white edges. The tertial feathers also had similar buffish-white 
edges. Based on other photographs in ‘Oriental Bird Images’ 
(Parekh 2012, 2015), this bird appears to be an adult. 

Since my initial sighting in December 2015, I have seen this 
bird in the same tree, around the same time in the morning, and 
in the same set of branches almost every day till 25 December 

2015. 
Prasad (2006) does not include 

this species in his list of birds of 
western Maharashtra but includes it as 
possible during the autumn migration. 
There are no other known records 
from the state. For a species, which 
is normally restricted up to western 
Gujarat, its occurrence in Pune, 1000 
km away from its regular passage 
range, is noteworthy. However, this 
species is easy to confuse with 
the more common Asian Brown 
Flycatcher, and hence there is chance 
that it was overlooked earlier. It will 
be important to monitor its duration 
of stay in coming years, in Pune, to 
understand if this was a vagrant bird, 
or the species is a regular visitor, or a 
passage migrant. 

Acknowledgements 
I would like to thank Shauri Sulakhe, Devdutta 
Mulay, Pankaj Gupta, Shantanu Bhattacharya, and 
Chinmay Rahane for confirmation of identification, 

and Prachi Mehta, and Jayant Kulkarni, of Wildlife Research and Conservation Society 
(http://wrcsindia.org), for helping me draft this short note. 

References 
BirdLife International. 2015. Species factsheet: Muscicapa striata. Downloaded from 

http://www.birdlife.org on 14/12/2015. 
Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T., 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. 2nd ed. 

London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm.  Pp. 1–528.
Parekh, J., 2012. Oriental Bird Images. http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?Bird_

ID=2699&Bird_Image_ID=64711&p=27. 
Parekh, J., 2015. Oriental Bird Images. http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?Bird_

ID=2699&Bird_Image_ID=109296&p=11.
Prasad, A., 2006. Birds of western Maharashtra. A reference guide. 1st ed. Mapusa, 

Goa: Other India Press.  Pp. 1–315.
Rasmussen, P. C., & Anderton, J. C., 2005. Birds of South Asia: the Ripley guide. 1st 

ed. Washington, D.C. and Barcelona: Smithsonian Institution and Lynx Edicions. 2 
vols. Pp. 1–378; 1–683. 

Sighting of a Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata in Pune
Raghunath Iyer

Iyer, R., 2016. Sighting of a Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata in Pune. Indian BIRDS 11 (2): 50.
Raghunath Iyer, Bungalow 19, Kubera Bahar Society, Pashan Baner Link Road, Pashan, Pune 411021, Maharashtra, India. E-mail: raghunath.iyer@gmail.com
Manuscript received on 15 December 2015.

Ph
ot

o:
 R

ag
hu

na
th

 Iy
er

50 Indian Birds Vol. 11 No. 2 (Publ. 10 February 2016)


