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The Pompadour Green Pigeon Treron pompadora is a 
polytypic, widely distributed, green pigeon in the tropical 
forests of the Oriental Realm with no less than ten recognised 

subspecies (Dickinson & Remsen 2013). The two races, conoveri, 
and phayrei are sometimes treated as a distinct species, ‘Ashy-
headed’ Green Pigeon (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). It is a 
widely distributed taxon, ranging from Nepal eastwards to Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, parts of eastern India, southern Yunnan (China), 
Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam (BirdLife International 
2015). In the Indian Subcontinent, the distribution of this species 
has been recorded as west-central Nepal eastwards to Bhutan, 
Arunachal Pradesh, southern Assam hills, Meghalaya, parts of 
eastern India, and eastern Bangladesh (Grimmet et al. 2011; 
Manakadan et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). Ali & 
Ripley (1981) state the distribution of T. p. conoveri as, “Terai of 
west-central Nepal (range undefined)”, and that of T. p. phayrei 
as, “West Bengal (recorded south to Calcutta), Assam north 
and south of Brahmaputra River, and eastward through NEFA; 
Manipur, East Pakistan”. Rand & Fleming (1953), who described 
the T. p. conoveri from Butwal, west-central Nepal, state that the 
green pigeon is, “fairly common”, in the forests of the area. T. 
phayrei is listed as a “Near Threatened” species in the IUCN Red 
List of Threatened Species on account of its declining population 
(BirdLife International 2014). The taxonomic validity of conoveri, 
and phayrei as separate subspecies, remains unclear, and 
conoveri has also been included in Treron phayrei by Rasmussen 
& Anderton (2012). 

On 13 December 2014, while conducting a birdwatching 
camp for bird guides from across Uttarakhand, a solitary 
Pompadour Green Pigeon was spotted amidst a flock of fifteen 
Pin-tailed Green Pigeons T. apicauda at 1301 hrs at the Khichdi 
River near Sitabani (29.40ºN, 79.21ºE; 472 m asl). Sitabani is 
located in the Pawalgarh Conservation Reserve, Nainital District 
(Kumaon, Uttarakhand). The green pigeon flock was perched 
on a leafless treetop, and the Pompadour Green Pigeon was 

easily distinguished from the rest of the flock of Pin-tailed Green 
Pigeons. A photograph, for the purpose of identification, was 
taken [34]. We observed the green pigeon, through binoculars, 
in the same area for the next 30 min. The flock occasionally flew, 
but settled on nearby tree canopies to permit us to continue 
observation. The solitary Pompadour Green Pigeon flew along 
with the flock of Pin-tailed Green Pigeons, and they were always 
seen together. 

This observation of the Pompadour Green Pigeon is the 
western-most record of this species, and is the first record from 
Uttarakhand. It is more than 400 km west of Butwal, Nepal, which 
is its current western-most range (Rand & Fleming 1953; Inskipp 
& Inskipp 1991). Recent publications, and checklists (Mohan & 
Sinha 2003; Mohan & Sondhi 2014; Sharma et al. 2004), from 
Uttarakhand, as well as the Pawalgarh landscape do not record 
this species either. 
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34. Pompadour Green Pigeon Treron pompadora, 13 December 2014, Sitabani, Pawalgarh.
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Subsequent visits to the same area during the Second 
Uttarakhand Spring Bird Festival, from 05 to 08 February 2014, 
did not result in any sightings of this species. It remains unclear, 
and the subject of further research, whether the sighting of this 
species was that of a vagrant, or whether the species has been 
overlooked in this landscape. This bird is likely to have originated 
from the Nepal population, treated as conoveri, rather than 
the more easterly phayrei. If Rasmussen & Anderton’s (2012) 
treatment of the species is accepted, both these races will be 
treated under a single species, and this record will have to be 
treated as of ‘Ashy-headed’ Green Pigeon. 
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On 22 November 2012, while on a visit to the Dandeli 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Uttara Kannada District (Karnataka, 
India), we set out to visit the government timber depot, 

located close to the city. At the depot, we stopped at a fruiting 
Ficus drupacea tree, and found that Malabar Pied Hornbills 
Anthracoceros coronatus were visiting the tree to feed on the 
ripe yellow figs. The area was filled with the characteristic raucous 
cackling of the noisy flocks (Ali 2002). After feeding, some of 
them flew from the Ficus drupacea tree to another leafless tree 
close by, rested for a while, preened, and flew away. 

At about 0720 hrs, one hornbill was seen resting on a 
09 m high branch of the bare tree. It preened for a while. A few 
minutes later, a Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus flew onto the 
same branch, and tore out a chunk of bark from the lower section 
of the branch. Holding this piece of bark in its beak [35], the crow 
flew onto the same branch where the hornbill was perched, and 
moved closer to it, seeming as though it was trying to present the 
piece of bark to the hornbill. At this, the hornbill opened its beak 
wide, and tried to scare the crow away, but the crow returned 

with the bark twice, again eliciting the same response from the 
hornbill. After being snapped by the hornbill the third time, the 
crow dropped the piece of bark, while it tried to get a proper grip 
on it.

After this, the crow returned once more, but this time, it broke 
a small twig from the base of the branch of the bare tree [36] and 
moved closer to the hornbill with the twig held in its beak. Before 
it came close to the hornbill, it appeared to eat the twig. Our 
initial thought was that it had broken the twig to add it to a nest, 
but November was not its breeding season (Ali & Ripley 2001). 
Thus, the fact that the crow broke a twig, and apparently ate it 
(see Gadadhar & Belur 2013; clip between 01:47 and 01:56), 
seemed rather unusual.

The crow then perched close to the hornbill. It opened its 
beak a couple of times, and it seemed as though it was calling. 
A few moments later, another Jungle Crow came onto the same 
branch. The first crow showed aggression towards the latter 
(“jumped up and ‘fought’ with the second crow”, in our notes), 
and chased it away [37]. It then returned to the same branch on 

Interaction between a Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus and 
a Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus
Sugandhi Gadadhar & Raghunath R. Belur

Gadadhar, S., & Belur, R. R., 2016. Interaction between a Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus and a Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus.  
Indian BIRDS 11 (1): 22–23.

Sugandhi Gadadhar, 41-A, Cunningham Apts., 5 Edward Road, Vasanthnagar, Bengaluru 560052, Karnataka, India. E-mail: sugandhi.g@gmail.com
Raghunath R. Belur, 41-A, Cunningham Apts., 5 Edward Road, Vasanthnagar, Bengaluru 560052, Karnataka, India. E-mail: ranabelur@gmail.com 
Manuscript received on 07 September 2013.

22 Indian Birds Vol. 11 No. 1 (Publ. 12 January 2016)

http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2014-2.RLTS.T22726285A40786021.en
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2014-2.RLTS.T22726285A40786021.en
http://www.birdlife.org/
http://delhibird.com/Checklists/Corbett.html
mailto:sugandhi.g@gmail.com
mailto:ranabelur@gmail.com

