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zone that stretches from Slovakia, and Hungary in the west,

through the forest steppes of southern Russia, to Lake
Baikal. BirdLife International classifies it, globally, as Vulnerable
(2015). The western populations of the Eastern Imperial Eagle
(ie., Central Europe, the Balkans, and Asia Minor) are mainly
residents, while the eastern populations are migratory, wintering
far south of their breeding range (del Hoyo et al. 1994; Forsman
1999). The migratory populations winter in the Middle East,
the Arabian Peninsula, North-eastern Africa (reaching Tanzania),
India, Southeast Asia, Korea, Japan, and Taiwan to the east
(Cramp et al. 1980).

It formerly bred in Pakistan (Grimmett et al 1998) but
this is questionable (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012) and there
are no recent confirmed breeding records from in the Indian
Subcontinent (Grimmett et al. 1998). Its main wintering range
extends from Pakistan, and Kashmir, eastwards to Nepal, south
through Kachchh, and Saurashtra, in Gujarat, to Mumbai, and
eastwards to central Maharashtra (Ali & Ripley 1978; Naoroji
2007).

On 01 March 2015 one injured, or sick, eagle was found
in Sardarshahr (28.43°N, 74.48°E; 246 m asl), Churu District,
Rajasthan. It had an aluminium ring on its tarsus which was
removed by the forest department. Although the eagle seemed
almost dead, it was decided to try and rehabilitate it, and so it
was brought that day to Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctaury, Churu
District [28].
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28. This Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca from Churu District, Rajasthan, was initially
presumed dead, but later, successfully rehabilitated!

It was identified as a juvenile Eastern Imperial Eagle by its
distinctly streaked breast-band and underwing coverts, its pale
head and rear body, and by its pale inner primaries contrasting

with darkish secondaries.

The details of the aluminium ring [29],~MOSKVA AB605—
were sent to HSS who forwarded it to the Russian raptor expert,
Igor Karyakin. On 05 March 2015, we properly examined the
bird. It had no visible outer injury, and more importantly, its wings
were fine.
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29. The bird had been ringed in the Altai Republic, Russia, and its ring was marked MOSKVA
AB605.

By 07 March 2015 it displayed some signs of recovery, and
HSS consulted an experienced falconer, Sarfaraz Muhammad
Malik of Dasada in the Little Rann of Kachchh, Gujarat on how
to take care of the bird. Based on his advice, we fed it small
pieces of meat (goat), and confined it to a small darkened room,
where it was not disturbed. In two weeks there was an amazing
recovery, and on 16 March 2015 it was released in Tal Chhapar
Wildlife Sanctuary [30]. It was last seen in the sanctuary on 17
March 2015 by SSP.
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30. The bird recovered completely in 16 days, and was released.

Discussion

Adult territorial birds in central, and south-eastern Europe are
mostly resident, spending the winter in their breeding territories
(Bagyura et al. 2002; Stoychev et al. 2004). The movements of
Eastern Imperial Eagles, from the eastern European populations,
are much less understood. It is assumed they are long distance
migrants, and that they probably spend their winters in the Middle
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East, Arabia (Evans 1994), and north-eastern Africa (Ferguson-
Lees & Christie 2001). The dispersal of the immature Eastern
Imperial Eagles of Europe has been clarified recently by satellite
tracking studies in several European countries: Bulgaria (Gradev
et al. 2011a, b), Hungary (Meyburg et al. 1995; Kovécs et al.
2008), and Slovakia (Danko et al. 2011).

No satellite or ringing-data of Eastern Imperial Eagles
wintering in the Indian Subcontinent is available. The Sardarshar
bird constitutes the first ring recovery for the species from India.
It was ringed on 02 February 2013 in a nest in the Ust-Kan Valley
(50.96°N, 85.03°E), Altai Republic, Russia [31]; a straight line
distance of 2654 km to India (Raptor Ringing Center of the

Russian Raptor and Conservation Network: http.//rrrcn.ru/en/

ringing/bd; Fig. 1).
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31. The ringed eaglet Orosha in its nest on 02 February 2013, in the Ust-Kan Valley, Altai
Republic, Russia.
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Fig. 1. The straight line distance between its placerof ringing, and Sardarshahr, where it was
found, is 2654 km.

Coincidentally, one Eastern Imperial Eagle was recovered by
a falconer on 15 February 2014 in Larkana (27.33°N, 68.13°E),
Sindh, Pakistan. This bird was ringed on 09 July 2013 in a nest near
Ust-Kan in the Altai Mountains, Altai Republic, Russsia, a straight
line distance of 2957 km (Raptor Ringing Center of the Russian
raptor and Conservation Network: http.//rrrcn.ru/en/ringing/bd).

Both the birds travelled almost 3000 km, in a straight line,
from the Altai Mountains to the Indian Subcontinent. But it is
very likely that they took a circuitous route, skirting the lofty
mountains barring their way. Satellite tracking data reveals that
two Eastern Imperial Eagles namely Orosha (tagged in Ust-Kan
area, Altai republic), and Anuyka (tagged in Altai foothills) that
wintered (2014-2015) in Sindh, Pakistan did not travel straight
but first flew in a south-western direction, towards Kazakhstan,
and Uzbekistan, before heading southwards towards Afghanistan,

and Pakistan (http.//www.satellitetracking.eu/inds/showmap).
By this premise it is likely that both, the Sardarshahr, and the
Larkana birds would have followed a route similar to the one
taken by Orosha and Anuyka.
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