Snapshot sightings

Siberian Rubythroat from Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Rushil Fernandes & Able Lawrence

A male Siberian Rubythroat
Calliope calliope was
photographed on 08 March
2015 and again on 28 & 29
March 2015 at the campus of
Sanjay Gandhi Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Sciences
(SGPGIMS) (26.75°N,
80.93°E), Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh. The bird was found
in lantana bushes at the
intersection of two footpaths
in the middle of a forest patch dominated by Prosopis juliflora.
This is the first photograph of this species from the state of Uttar
Pradesh. Eight specimens (AMNH 462859-64, FMNH #239121-
22) collected by Walter Koelz from the villages of Kalnahi and
Nichlaul in  Maharajganj district in February 1947 (http://portal.
vertnet.org/ ) are the only prior occurrence reports for the state.
It is unclear if the bird spent the winter or was on return passage.
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Long-tailed Skua from Walayar, Kerala

M Krishna Moorthy

On 9 May 2015, a
breeding adult Long-
tailed Skua Stercorarius
longicaudus was
photographed from
Walayar dam (10.84°N,
76.85°E) in Kerala-Tamil
[ 90 Nadu border. This site is
roughly 90km from the
nearest sea coast and the bird was found to be flying without any
signs of fatigue. Records of Long-tailed Skuas from the country are
few (Ukil & Karuthedathu 2014, Karuthedathu 2014), an inland
record even more interesting while this is only the second record
from Kerala after Bhat (2015).
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Jouanin’s Petrel from Loktak, Manipur
Elangbam Premijit Singh

A tubenose was recovered near the kitchen of a house in Toubul
(24.62°N, 93.79°E) near Loktak Lake, Manipur on 29 June 2015.
Identification from photographs was difficult, however all dark
thick beak, long wedge-shaped tail together with its size confirmed
it as a Jouanin’s Petrel Bulweria fallax. The bird succumbed to
fatigue the next day. There are less than ten confirmed records
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of this species from India and it has been recorded from the east
coast only once from Sundarbans (Praveen et al. 2013). This is
probably the first instance of Jouanin's Petrel occurring deep inland
(300km from nearest sea coast) as windblown or otherwise.
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Altai Accentor near Sela Pass, Arunachal Pradesh

Bikash Kalita

On 22 January 2015, while
returning back from Sela pass
to Dirang in western Arunachal
Pradesh, a flock of 5-6 small
birds were witnessed from the
moving vehicle near Baishakhi
camp  (2745°N, 92.10°E).
Habitat was rocky hill side with
little grass around but near to
a habitation. On a closer look,
they were identified as Altai
Accentors Prunella himalayana.
Mainly a West Himalayan species (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012),
there has been no photographs till date from Arunachal Pradesh
though it has been listed (Ali & Ripley 1983, Choudhury 20086,
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012) and mapped from one location
(Grimmett et al. 20171) for the state possibly all inherited from the
reference to Miri Hills in Baker (1924).
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