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hile telescoping ducks on a small shallow lake at Kot Qaim
VVKhan village on the boundary of Harike Bird Sanctuary

(31°13’N, 75°12°E; Tarn Taran district, Punjab), on 5
December 2011, a young male Common Goldeneye Bucephala
clangula [70] was spotted and immediately identified. The
species was clearly viewed by all the seven members of the
Swedish birding group, and their leader, Samuel Hansson,
also took photographs. On the morning of 7 December 2011
we visited the site again and found the rare duck foraging at
the same site!l It did not associate with other ducks and was
frequently diving for food.

It was an immature male with a knob-shaped grey-brown
head lacking white collar. The dark bill and prominent white on
lores, forming a circular white spot, were conspicuous. This spot
is well developed by the end of first calendar year although
some juvenile males do not acquire white feathers on lores
until the second calendar year (Kraft & Frede 1997). Other
features, which helped in sexing and aging the bird, were dark
upper parts with more white on scapulars and upper wing, and
a whitish breast.

Common Goldeneye is a circumpolar breeder and winters
coastal areas of Scandinavia, northern Europe, north-eastern
Mediterranean, Black, and Caspian seas and some on large
ice free inland lakes and rivers east to coasts of Kuril Islands,
Kamchatka, Japan and northern China. The winter habitat is
primarily shallow estuarine bays and harbours in coastal areas,
secondarily larger ice-free lakes and rivers (Kear 2005).

Common Goldeneye is widespread across northern regions
of northern hemisphere but in India it is a vagrant (Madge &
Burn 1988). It is uncommon and winters in northern Baluchistan,
northern Punjab (Pakistan), and the Gangetic plain, straggling to
Assam and Manipur (Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). It is also
recorded from “Sind (7)" and Nepal, up to 3,000 m altitude (Ali &
Ripley 1978). There is one old record from Sylhet in Bangladesh
(Weston 1914).

The species is mostly coastal in its normal winter range
and there are very few records from mainland India. The most
recent sightings have been from Uttarakhand, West Bengal, and
Arunachal Pradesh. Two males were seen at Dhikala, Corbett
National Park on 14 December 2006 (Robson 2007). At Asan
near Dehra Dun a male Goldeneye was photographed on 13
January 2008 (Robson 2008). Three males were spotted at
Gajoldoba, Siliguri district, West Bengal during December 2010
and one Goldeneye was photographed on 9 January 2011 and
the picture posted on Facebook (Arka Sarkar pers. comm.). At
Gajoldoba a single male was also seen in 2006 (Rahmani &
Islam 2008). The species was recorded in 1991 (Choudhury
1992), and 1993 and 1994 (Singh 1995) from D'Ering Memorial

Wildlife Sanctuary in East Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh. There
are only six specimens in the collection of Bombay Natural
History Society and only three were collected from within the
Indian Subcontinent (Abdulali 1968). There are c.12 sight records
of the species from India (Kazmierczak 2000). Grimmett et al.
(1998) give its status as winter visitor mainly to Pakistan (rare),
northern India (uncommon), and Nepal (uncommon). It is rare
in Pakistan and most sightings are of small parties of birds in
spring and autumn when probably they are on passage (Roberts
1991). Common Goldeneye is not listed in checklist of birds of
Punjab (Singh 1993) and | am not aware of any other record of
the species from Punjab. The sighting at Kot Qaim Khan, Harike
is the first sight record of the species for Punjab.
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