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Booby Sula leucogaster [56] off Nivati, Sindhudurg district,
Maharashtra during a survey and habitat study of small
cetaceans.

The bird was sighted on 22 November 2012 at 1019
hrs, about three kilometers off the coast. It was perched on a
polystyrene float possibly discarded from a gill net. It did not
seem disturbed by our approaching boat and we got as close
as 15mtoit

An immature Brown Booby, at first sight, appears confusingly
similar to an immature Masked Booby S. dactylatra, but can
be differentiated by the lack of a complete white collar seen in
the latter. Adult and immature Brown Boobies appear similar;
with juveniles possessing somewhat paler colours and a grey
bill (yellow in the adult). Boobies are unique in that they lack
nostrils. Owing to their rapid, deep diving habits, they have in
the course of evolution lost their nostrils as an adaptation. They
breathe through the gape by slightly opening their beaks.

The Brown Booby is believed to breed on the Lakshadweep
archipelago (Grimmett et al. 1999) but there is no evidence
of this. It is an occasional non-breeding visitor to the western
coast of mainland India and has been recorded from a few other
locations on the western coast and Lakshadweep (Table 1), as
has been the Masked Booby. Several sightings are likely to have
been confusions between these two species. Hume (1874)
reported them from the Andaman Sea off Preparis Is & Coco s,
Myanmar. The Brown Booby is also recorded from the Chagos
archipelago and other islands in the Indian Ocean (Rasmussen
& Anderton 2012).

This article describes the sighting of an immature Brown
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Table 1. Records of Brown Booby Sula leucogaster from India

Location Date Remarks Reference
Malabar Coast Undated A specimen. Whereabouts of collection unknown Jerdon 1864
Cherbaniani Is, Lakshadweep 10 February 1875 Sight record Hume 1876
Perumal Par Is, Lakshadweep 20 February 1875 Specimen. A female shot. Hume 1876
Karwar, Uttara Karnataka 1916 Specimen in BNHS collection Abdulali 1968
Madavi sea shore, Kutch 22 August 1987 Abird sitting on a rock Varu 1988
Anjuna beach, Goa 2 July 1997 Abird settled beyond the surf line of the beach Lainer 1999
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