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illustrator and lithographer wife, Elizabeth Coxen-Gould

(1804-1841), were blessed with their firstborn, John
Henry Gould. As a child of seven, John Henry accompanied his
parents on their ornithological expedition to Australia (1838-
1840), where they collected specimens and field data for his
father's monumental work, Birds of Australia (1840-1848,
1869). Approximately 200 watercolours, of almost all Australian
birds" eggs, exist from that trip, of which some are signed, 1. H.
G! (Chisholm 1955, Sauer 1982).

In 1846 John Henry visited the south of France, Switzerland,
and parts of Germany, with his father. He studied medicine at
the University College, London, graduating in 1853. He travelled
again with his father in 1854, to Malta, proceeding from there,
alone, ‘to India to assume a post as an Assistant-Surgeon in the
Honourable East India Company's Service,' (Kerr 1992). Sailing
through the Red Sea in February 1854, he arrived by mid-1854
in India. By October / November 1854 he was stationed in
Karachi [now in Pakistan]. On 20 January 1855 he was promoted
to the rank of Assistant-Surgeon in Bombay [now Mumbai]. Twice
he was a victim of the “Scindian fever,” but recovered from it.
When this fever recurred a third time, en route to Bombay, in
September, it lapsed into the dreaded “brain fever” by the time
he reached that city. John Henry never recovered from this, and
died on 4 October 1855 (Anon. 1855).

O n 21 December 1830 John Gould (1804-1881) and his

Bird collections

He was a keen field observer in India, as indicated by Jerdon
(1864, in notes on the behaviour of Streaked Wren-babbler
Napothera brevicaudata (Jerdon 1864). Also he wrote to his
father (Gould 1854) on his collecting. He made a small collection
containing: Little Swift Apus affinis, Streaked Wren-babbler,
Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum, Crested Lark
Alauda cristata chendoola, Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella
brachydactyla, Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti, Pied Chat
Saxicola caprata, Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus, Common
Babbler Turdoides caudata, Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar,
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos, and Little Tern Sternula
albifrons, and sent it to his father (Gould 1855a, b). Various
specimens from his collection also ended up in the Museum
of the Hon. East-India Company (Horsfield & Moore 1858), like;
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus (six birds from ‘Scinde, 1855)
[Scinde=Sind, Pakistan], Crested Lark male (1 M, Kurrachee,
March 1855), Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis (one bird from
Scinde, 1855), Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri (male,
Scinde, 1855), Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense
(female, Scinde, 1855), Sind Woodpecker Dendrocopos assimilis
(male, Scinde, 1855), Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus (male,
Scinde, 1855), and Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus, the latter
mentioned in Walden (1867).

19. Common Quail Coturnix c coturnix, Natural History Museum,
Tring, England, 23 November 2012 (Justin JFJ Jansen / ©
Natural History Museum). Collected at an unknown location,
most likely at Sind, Pakistan. The original BMNH label is missing at
this specimen.



Oological collections

Godman & Salvin [c.1855—¢.1881], catalogue the receipt of an
egg-collection (present in the archive of The National History
Museum at Tring, England) (hereafter NHM), from John Gould,
made by his son in Scinde, of 13 Indian species, totalling 22 eggs.
This collection comprises: Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus
(two eggs), Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus (one egg),
Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus (single egg), Purple Sunbird
(two eggs), Graceful Prinia Prinia gracilis (two eggs), Plain
Prinia Prinia inornata (two eggs), Streaked Weaver (two eggs),
Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys (two eggs), Common
Babbler (two eggs), Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii (single
egg), Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus (two eggs collected in
Bombay), Crested Lark Galerida cristata (two eggs) and Short-
toed Lark (single egg).

Discussion

Retracing specimens, other than those of Godman & Salvin, in
the extensive collections of the NHM (Tring), is difficult, as the
large batches sent in by John Gould, on various dates, hardly bear
any information in the NHM acquisition registers. Sharpe (1906:
374) mentions Indian eggs by three loads that arrived in 1859 via
John Gould. The load registered as 59.6.5.2-79 contained various
Indian eggs, and was most likely of John Henry's origin. The load
59.6.29.1-36 only contained Tyrannus [Tyrant flycatchers]; and
the load registered as 59.7.6.1-65, contained young birds (1-22),
nests (23-36 from Mexico), the genus Tityra (28-65) and nests
(66-80). The Common Quail Coturnix coturnix collected in 1855
by John Henry Gould, lacks a label, and cannot be properly traced
in Ogilvie-Grant (1893: 236-237) (19) as in the 1855 arrival lists
of John Gould's specimens a Coturnix is lacking in the various
lists, and probably arrived at a later date. Sharpe (1906: 376)
does not specifically indicate this specimen, however he states
that birds and eggs arrived from John Henry, via his father, and
had been collected in Sind.

Presented by the Secretary of State, India, 6,015 specimens
arrived in April 1860, November 1879, and January 1880 (Sharpe
1906: 395), the largest portion lack original labels, however few

20. Sind Woodpecker Dendrocopos assimilis, Natural History
Museum, Tring, England, 23 November 2012 (Justin JFJ Jansen
/ © Natural History Museum). Collected at Sind, Pakistan

in 1855. Adult male. Part of the type series of Picus scindeanus
(Gould in Horsfield & Moore 1858: 671). Now registered as BMNH
60.4.16.114.

Jansen: John Henry Gould

show some indications of John Henry Gould (20). The acquisition
books hardly bear information on collecting localities. The exact
number collected by John Henry Gould is hard to establish due
to the missing labelling.
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