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The two races of the Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula p. 
parva, and F. p. albicilla have been recently elevated to full 
species level, the nominate Red-breasted- F. parva, and 

the Red-throated Flycatcher F. albicilla (Rasmussen & Anderton 
2005). Sangster et al. (2004), and Svensson et al. (2005) 
had recommended that the two be treated as separate species 
based on a combination of morphological, vocal, moult, and 
mitochondrial DNA differences. The Red-throated Flycatcher is 
also known as ‘Taiga Flycatcher’ (Cederroth et al. 1999), and 
Svensson et al. (2005) also recommend this name since it 
is indicative of the bird’s favoured breeding habitat, besides 
avoiding confusion between two similar English names. F. albicilla 
is hereinafter referred to in this note as Taiga Flycatcher.

The Red-breasted Flycatcher is a regular winter migrant to 
Gujarat where it is quite commonly found in forests, cultivation, 
scrub, etc. But there are no earlier records of the Taiga Flycatcher 
from Gujarat (Ali 1955; Dharmakumarsinhji 1955; Parasharya 
et al. 2004); Grimmett et al. (1998), and Kazmierczak (2000) 
have not given separate distribution maps for the two species. 
Rasmussen & Anderton (2005), and Grimmett et al. (2011) give 
the winter distribution of the Taiga Flycatcher as mainly in north-
eastern, and eastern India, central India, and the Eastern Ghats, 
reaching up to western Maharashtra, and Goa. 

On 6 April 2011, I observed and photographed an adult 
male Taiga Flycatcher in Morbi, Rajkot district, Gujarat (22º49’N, 
70º50’E). It had a rufous throat bordered below by a gray breast 
band, which is its typical breeding plumage, and diagnostic for 
the species. Other characteristics, like a smaller all-black bill and 
black tail, with black upper tail coverts, were also noted. The 
photographs I took further confirmed its identity. The bird was 
seen only for two days. The date of sighting is indicative of it 
being a spring passage migrant. This was also the first time I had 
noted it here.
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It is possible that the Taiga Flycatcher may have been 
overlooked earlier due to plumage similarities to the Red-
breasted Flycatcher. Breeding males of both species are easier 
to identify, though females and juveniles, of both, are similar and 
invariably difficult to separate in the field. However, characteristics 
like bill colour, under parts colouration and the longest upper 
tail coverts are significant, and it is possible to separate the two 
by careful observation. Cederroth et al. (1999) give details of 
differences between the two species.

This sighting is the western-most record for India and extends 
the range of F. albicilla westwards up to the Saurashtra region of 
Gujarat.
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21. Male Taiga Flycatcher F. albicilla. 
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Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus is an 
endemic and vulnerable species of southern India (Ali & 
Ripley 1987; Subramanya et al. 2007; BirdLife international 

2011). This species is distributed across southern Andhra 
Pradesh, eastern Karnataka, eastern Kerala, and northern Tamil 
Nadu (Subramanya et al. 2007). In Tamil Nadu, this species is 
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