
with conifers, rhododendron groves, malinga bamboo areas, and 
moist evergreen forests in between. Such a variety of natural 
vegetation is home to wide diversity of fauna.

The natural vegetation, altitude, and topography somewhat 
match with the places where the species normally occurs except 
for the fact that Lungthu is, by no means, a dry biotope.

Rosefinches are much understudied in these areas as the 
region falls within the restricted zone close to the Indo-Chinese 
border.

Future studies may reveal an extended home range of Blyth’s 
Rosefinch in the Eastern Himalayas, where they seems to be 
apparently rare.
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Fig. 1. Blyth’s Rosefinch Carpodacus grandis.
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Figs (Ficus spp.) are an important source of food for a 
wide range of bird species. Surveys of bird diets in both, 
the New-, and the Old Worlds show that among 1,230 

species of frugivorous birds, 990 spp., feed on figs (Shanahan 
et al. 2001; Kissling 2007; Sreekar et al. 2010). Though the diet 
of woodpeckers consists mostly of insects, there are scattered 
records of figs being eaten by woodpeckers (Shanahan et al. 
2001). 

On 28 February 2010 in Agumbe, Karnataka, India 
(13º50’52”N, 75º09’35”E; c. 557 m ASL), I observed a 
female Greater Golden-backed Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes 
lucidus on a Ficus tsjahela in fruit. The woodpecker was feeding 
on the ripe fruits of F. tsjahela for about five minutes till it flew 
away. My presence might have affected the behaviour of the 
woodpecker. 

The diet of the Greater Golden-backed Woodpecker consists 
mostly of insects and grubs, nectar and fruit are taken occasionally 
as supplementary food (Ali & Ripley 1983; Santharam 2003). 
Frugivory by woodpeckers in the Western Ghats was earlier 
reported by Santharam (1999, 2003), who observed frugivory 
in seven species of woodpeckers (Picidae), none of which were 

observed feeding on figs. This is the first record of the Greater 
Golden-backed Woodpecker feeding on figs. The previous 
records, as well as the current observation, of frugivory in 
woodpeckers suggest that fruit may comprise a supplementary 
diet in woodpeckers. 
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