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The Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach is a member of the 
family Laniidae. This species has a wide distribution from 
central and southern Asia through to New Guinea, and 

is morphologically variable. Of the nine races recognised, L. s. 
tricolor (sometimes called Black-headed Shrike) is quite distinct 
in having a black head extending from the eye mask to the whole 
crown and nape. This sub-species is known to occur from Nepal, 
east to northern Thailand; in India, it is regularly recorded from 
Kumaon, east through the Gangetic Plains to Arunachal Pradesh, 
and south to West Bengal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Orissa 
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2005).
I present here the first photographic record of the black-headed 
race of Long-tailed Shrike from central India. The bird was 

seen and photographed near Ranccha village (23º43’53”N, 
81º00’52”E) at Bandhavgarh National Park in Umariya district, 
Madhya Pradesh, on the morning of 1 February 2010 at around 
1000 hrs. The bird was first seen perched on the top-most 
branch of a Terminalia bellerica, at the height of about 4.5 m. 
The identification was confirmed using Grimmett et al. (1999). 
The landscape is mainly agricultural fields scattered with trees 
like Terminalia bellerica, Butea monosperma, Lagerstroemia 
longifolia, and Buchanania lanzan. Most of the crops had already 
been harvested, and thatches and husks were lying on the ground 
for drying in the surrounding agricultural fields. 
The shrike was seen swooping in the air at regular intervals and 
catching flying insects. I observed it every day during my stay till 
10 February 2010. I returned to Bandhavgarh on 29 March 2010, 
but it was not seen in the locality. 
Subhasis Mahato and Navneethan Kutty photographed another 
individual near the Majkheta village (c. 20 km south of Ranccha) 
on 12 April 2010 in similar habitat. The bird was seen once more 
on 25 June 2010 in Gadhpuri village, C. 3 km away, and was 
heard mimicking Common Myna Acridotheres tristis, and Black 
Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus. 
From these observations, it seems possible that L. s. tricolor 
winters in small numbers in and around Bandhavgarh in north-
eastern Madhya Pradesh.
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Fig. 1. Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach tricolor in Bandhavgarh National Park.
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