
Fig. 1. Juvenile White-eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa 
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While birding at Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctuary, Churu 
district, Rajasthan, on 23–24 August 2008, we found 
an exceptional concentration of White-eyed Buzzard 

Butastur teesa. Although it was difficult to count the birds in 
the grassland, we estimated at least 375 birds in the sanctuary, 
almost evenly spread throughout the grassland, covering an area 
of 722 ha. Interestingly, we did not see a single adult bird; all were 
juveniles. They were generally walking about on the ground, and 
opportunistically catching locusts/grasshoppers. At times they took 
advantage of the movements of blackbuck Antilope cervicapra 
and caught insects disturbed by them. In the evening five to six 
buzzards were noticed hawking dragonflies, c. 30 m above the 
ground. The buzzards continued hunting well beyond sunset.

In 2009 White-eyed Buzzards arrived early, on 24 June, due 
to unexpectedly heavy rains, and good grass cover. Their number 
started increasing in the first week of July, and on 12 July 2009 
SSP estimated that there were 100 birds in the sanctuary. The 
number of birds peaked to a staggering c. 500 on 19 July 2009. 
The number of birds declined in mid-August with about 100–
150 birds being present in the area on 19 August 2010. Barely 
four to five birds remained by the first week of October 2009.

On 9 June 2010 the unexpected arrival of the cyclone Phet 
saw 58 mm of rain in 28 hrs! On 2–3 July HSS counted c. 30 
birds in the area. Eight–nine birds appeared on 6 July 2010, after 
the first monsoon showers. About 250 birds were counted on 
28 July 2010. Their numbers declined to c. 150 by mid-August. 

Although the rains were very good at Tal Chhapar in 2010 the 
insects were in low numbers. For at least five weeks the area was 
inundated due to exceptionally heavy precipitation. 

On 9 July 2011 four birds arrived in the sanctuary. Although 
c. 100 buzzards were there on 11 August the numbers peaked 
between 17 August and 16 September and c. 650 birds were 
present in the sanctuary. The numbers declined in the last week 
of September and only 500 and 200 buzzards were there on 20 
and 30 September respectively. Only 19-20 buzzards were seen 
on 21 October 2011.

Sharma (1988) was the first to report the seasonal 
concentration of raptors, mainly harriers (Circus sp.), at Tal 
Chhapar. White-eyed Buzzards arrive soon after monsoon and 
stay until the food supply is exhausted, usually up to the last 
week of September or early October. There were over 70 birds 
at Tal Chhapar on 5 September and about 40 on 9 September 
2004. On 10 September 2005 c. 25 were recorded; on 3 
September 2006 c. 45. However, the concentration of these 
birds was exceptional in 2008, 2009, and 2011 due to extremely 
favourable food supply.

Similar concentrations have been irregularly observed in 
Sariska Tiger Reserve in eastern Rajasthan. In August 2004 c. 
200 birds were observed feeding on caterpillars in the reserve. 
An infestation of caterpillars on dhok Anogeissus pendula had 
attracted the birds to the area (Shantanu Kumar pers. comm.). 
Over 100 birds were seen here in 1989 during a period of rodent 
abundance, but fewer were present at the same site in 1990 (del 
Hoyo et al. 1994).

The species is generally regarded as sedentary, but is locally 
nomadic in response to fluctuations in prey availability. Some 
local movements have been recorded in northern Pakistan, in 
the region bordering Afghanistan (del Hoyo et al. 1994). Its 
local movements are governed by weather conditions and food 
availability (Naoroji 2007).

Taxa such as Honey Buzzard Pernis spp., Red-footed Falcon 
Falco vespertinus and Lesser Kestrel F. naumanni specialise in 
catching insects. For certain species such as Hobby F. subbuteo, 
Eleonora’s Falcon F. eleonorae and Sooty Falcon F. concolor, 
insects are an important food source, whereas for harriers, kites 
(Milvus sp.), buzzards (Buteo sp.), eagles (Aquila sp.), and most 
falcons they are only a supplementary source. In fact, most of the 
46 Western Palaearctic raptor species include insects as at least 
part of their diet (Gensbøl 2008). A sudden profusion of beetles, 
or the populations of any other medium-sized or large insects, are 
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exploited opportunistically by birds of prey. Huge concentrations 
of predators, including many hawks, kites, and eagles, follow 
swarms of locusts in the Old World tropics or attend bush fires, 
where they catch more insects than vertebrates (del Hoyo et al. 
1984).

Although the principal food of White-eyed Buzzards is 
orthopterous insects and small reptiles, they also catch a variety 
of mammalian- and herpeto-fauna (Roberts 1991). At Tal 
Chhapar a sudden profusion of locusts/grasshoppers is exploited 
opportunistically by White-eyed Buzzards and for four to five 
weeks these birds appear to feed exclusively on insects. It is 
difficult to say why only juveniles are attracted to the area during 
monsoon and post monsoon months.
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On 18 December 2011 I visited the dry Lake bed at 
Hesarghatta, located about 23 km north-west of 
Bangalore, intending to photograph birds. When I reached 

the site at 0730 hrs, it was cold, and as the sun had not come 
out, I waited. The light improved after 20 min, and a harrier flew 
over my car. As I was ruing my chances for photography, I spotted 
a medium-sized land bird crossing the road about 15 m from 
the car. At first glance, I thought it was a juvenile junglefowl, but 
on seeing the structure of the head, I got a doubt that it could 
be a bustard. I slowly moved my car to the place where the bird 
had crossed the road, and was able to spot it amidst thick grass. 
I photographed it for the record, before it vanished silently into 
the grass (Fig. 1). After waiting for a few minutes for the bird to 
show up again, I decided to get out of the car and find the bird. 
For a few more minutes I scanned the area but could not spot 
the bird. Then, all of a sudden, it flew out of the grass about 5 m 
away from me, flying away to a great distance. I visited the place 
again on 24 December, and was lucky to sight and photograph 
the bird again (Fig. 2), but I failed to locate the bird again, when I 
returned the next day. 
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Fig. 1. First record shot of the Lesser Florican Sypheotides indica female
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Fig. 2. Juvenile White-eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa 
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