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n the Nineteenth Century, ornithologists from South Asia used

the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (JASB) to publish

descriptions of many new bird taxa. The JASB was however
fraught with problems like financial constraints, and lack of editors,
which resulted in delays in publication. Consequently, two dates
are sometimes cited for the same description—one, the volume
year, and the other, the year in which the JASB was actually
published, or publication year. Sometimes, papers were read out
in the monthly committee meetings of the Society and published
as part of the dated minutes in the JASB. However, after 1865,
the minutes were published separately in the Proceedings of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal (Mitra 1885). This caused additional
confusion, as some taxa seemed to be described as new in both,
the JASB, and the Proceedings.

The ninth paper tabled at the 6 September 1871 meeting of
the Asiatic Society of Bengal was by the Civil Engineer (Railways)
of Etawah, William Edwin Brooks. It noticed eight avian taxa from
‘Cashmir’ [=lammu & Kashmir], seven of which were considered

‘new species’ at the time (Brooks 1871; Table 1). Of these, two
taxa, namely, Motacilla Cashmirensis, and Alauda Guttata have
since become part of the synonymy of other taxa (Table 2). The
remaining five taxa are still in use, but various authorities have
recorded their dates of publication inconsistently, over the years—
except for that of Sitta cashmirensis (Table 1).

At the end of Brooks's paper was an editorial note stating,
“This paper will be published in full in the 1t number of the
Natural History Part of the Journal for 1872,” (p. 210). The paper
was indeed published in the Journal of the Society (Brooks
1872b) in the first issue of Part II' of Volume 41, which dates
from 1 May 1872, and this has usually been cited in subsequent
ornithological works (see Table 2). However, the correct citation
for these taxa is from the Proceedings (Brooks 1871).

Certhia Hodgsoni, Sitta Cashmirensis, Dumeticola major,
Horites [sic] pallidus, and Phylloscopus Tytleri, are all valid new
names with valid descriptions as published by Brooks (1871),
and fulfill the requirements of the Principle of Priority laid down in

Table 1. Taxa described by Brooks (1871), and their year of publication given in various sources
(Correct dating is in bold font)
Author(s) Certhia Sitta Dumeticola Horites [sic] Phylloscopus Motacilla Alauda
Hodgsoni Cashmirensis major pallidus Tytleri Cashmirensis Guttata
QOates 18892, 1890° 1872b 1871 1872b 1872b 1872a 1871 1872b
Baker 19224, 1924, 1926, 1930° 1872b 1871 1872b 1872b 1872a 1871 1872b
Mayr & Greenway 1960 - - - - - - 18736
Greenway 1967a - 1871 - - - - -
Greenway 1967b 18737 - - - - - -
Ripley 1982 1872b 1871 1871 1872b 1872a - 1872b
Watson et al. 1986 - - 1872b 1872b 1872a - -
Ali & Ripley 1987 1872b 1871 1871 1872b 1872a - 1872b
Dickinson et al. 2001 - - - - - - 1871
Dickinson 2003 1873° 1871 1872b 1871 1872a - -
Bairlein 2006 - - 1872b 1871 1872a”° - -
Harrap 2008b, a 1871 1871 - -
Dickinson 2008 1871 - 1871 - 1871 - -

1 Part Il comprised four issues in ‘Natural Science’ published between Ma\éand December 1872. The dates of issue of Part | are
elow the ‘List of contributors,” after the title page.

not known to me. The dates of publication of Part Il are printed b
Oates used an incorrect subsequent spelling: Sitta kashmirensis (1: 303).
Qates used an incorrect subsequent spelling in the synonymy of Motacilla personata: Motacilla cashmeriensis (2: 290).
Baker used an incorrect subsequent spelling: Sitta kashmiriensis (1: 128).

Baker used an incorrect subsequent spelling in the synonymy of Motacilla alba personata: Motacilla cashmeriensis (7: 260).

This is an erroneous date for Brooks 1872b.
This is an erroneous date for Brooks 1872b.
Wrong year. No reference cited.

Bairlein does not cite the source publication.

= OVONOOULDdWN

0 del Hoyo et al. (2008) quote the wrong reference: “Brooks, W.E. (1871). J. Asiatic Soc. Bengal 41 (1872): 74 [Certhia hodgsoni]” (p. 799).
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Table 2. Recommended citations of taxa described by Brooks (1871)

Recommended citation

Citation in Brooks 1871 Current Usage Source

Certhia Hodgsoni, p. 209 Certhia familiaris hodgsoni Harrap 2008b
Sitta Cashmirensis, p. 209 Sitta cashmirensis Harrap 2008a
Dumeticola major, p. 210 Bradypterus major Bairlein 2006
Horites [sic] Pallidus, p. 210 Cettia fortipes pallida Bairlein 2006
Phylloscopus Tytleri, p. 210 Phylloscopus tytleri Bairlein 2006

Motacilla Cashmirensis, p. 210 Motacilla alba personata Sharpe 1885

Baker 1930

Alauda Guttata, p. 210 Alauda gulgula lhamarum

de Juana et al. 2004

Certhia familiaris hodgsoni W.E. Brooks, 1871, Proc. Asiatic Soc. Bengal p. 209.
Sitta cashmirensis W.E. Brooks, 1871, Proc. Asiatic Soc. Bengal p. 209.
Bradypterus major (W.E. Brooks, 1871), Proc. Asiatic Soc. Bengal p. 210.

Cettia fortipes pallida (W.E. Brooks, 1871), Proc. Asiatic Soc. Bengal p. 210.
Phylloscopus tytleri W.E. Brooks, 1871, Proc. Asiatic Soc. Bengal p. 210.

Motacilla alba personata Gould, 1861, Birds of Asia, pt. xiii, vol. iv., pl. 63.

Alauda gulgula Ihamarum R. Meinertzhagen & A. Meinertzhagen, 1926,
Bull. Brit. Orn. Cl. 46: 100.

Article 23 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature
(ICZN 1999). Therefore they have precedence over Brooks
(18723, b).

It is recommended that future citations follow column 4 in
Table 2.

To further learn how Alauda guttata was placed in synonymy
(Table 2) please see Dickinson et al. (2001).
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Hume-isms

“So few birds, comparatively speaking, are named
after ladies, that one grudges the loss of even one
of these delicate tributes of affection, but still | much
fear that Maria's Pomatorhinus must disappear into
the shadow-realms of synonyms.”

[Stray Feathers 5: 136, wherein stating that Blyth's
P. albogularis (1855) was similar to Lord Walden's P.
mariae (1875).]




