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The Common Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus is considered a
passage migrant over Gujarat, north-western India
(Dharmakumarsinhji 1955). Kazmierczak (2000) shows one

record from the area. Grimmett et al. (1998), Rasmussen &
Anderton (2005) and Naoroji (2006) consider it a passage migrant.
Roberts (1991–1992) states that it is a winter visitor to Pakistan
occurring anywhere in the open country, with the vulpinus race
occurring in Sind and the eastern border regions of Punjab.

Five Common Buzzards were seen in Kachchh (adjacent to
Sind), from November 2006 (three in Banni grasslands and two
in Abdasa taluka of Kachchh). Common Buzzards were also
seen in Hodko, Servo, Budia and Jakhoo area of Kachchh from

November 2006 to February 2007
(Table 1).

Several people photographed
the buzzards including the authors
(JKT & CF), Amano Samarpan and
Uffe Sorensen (who digiscoped the
species). The photographs were
circulated among several raptor
experts and shown to leading field
ornithologists—all agreeing with
the identification.

These photographic records
suggest that the Common
Buzzard over-winters in Banni
grasslands and Abdasa areas of
Kachchh district.
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Table 1. Common Buzzard sightings in Kachchh: November 2006–February 2007
Date Area Number of birds with notes

30 November 2006 Hodko–Servo road, Banni 1—with Clement, Ganesh & Venkatraman (photo 1)

1 December 2006 Jakhau Budia area, Abdasa 2—with Clement, Ganesh & Venkatraman

13 January 2007 Hodko wetland 1—with Amano Samarpan & Joseph Sen

28 January2007 Hodko, Servo wetlands 3—in Banni grasslands

13 February 2007 near Servo Dhand 1—with Uffe Sorensen of Denmark
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