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distributed along the seaboard from about the latitude of

Mumbai on the west coast to the mangroves of Sundarbans
in the east, and on the offshore island archipelagos of
Lakshadweep and Andaman & Nicobar. It is known to largely
affect seacoasts, tidal creeks, estuaries, lagoons and mangroves.
Itisalso found a few miles inland along tidal rivers and freshwater
lakes, though rarely (Ali & Ripley 2001; Grimmett et al. 1998;
Naoroji 2007).

We recorded a White-bellied Sea Eagle at the Lakkavalli Dam
(13°41'58”N 75°38’12"E) along the northern edge of Bhadra
Wildlife Sanctuary in central Karnataka (India) at 0800 hrs on 26th
March 2006. After spotting the bird in flight at a distance of roughly
one kilometre, near a far bank, we approached by boat, the tree
where we had seen it land. Upon closer inspection from around
100 m we were able to confirm its identity. The eagle then took
off, flew low overhead and swooped down about 150 m away to
catch a large fish, which it proceeded to consume on a tree in the
distance. On 27th March 2006 we spotted a White-bellied Sea-
Eagle around noon, this time flying over the dam towards the
rice and sugarcane fields to the east. We cannot confirm if this
was the same or a different individual.

White-bellied Sea-Eagles are known to sometimes disperse
inland. In Australia, where there are detailed records of the species’
distribution, they have occasionally been sighted as far as 400-500
km from the coast (Shephard 2003). Such records are considerably
fewer in India, with one record from Ahmedabad in Gujarat, about
80 km inland from the coast and another from the mouth of the
Shatruniji River in Saurashtra (Ali & Ripley 2001). The species has
also been sighted at Periyar reservoir in Kerala (Robertson &
Jackson 1992), and other freshwater bodies close to the coast. The
farthest record of the species straying inland was at Sagardighi
fisheries near Malda town in West Bengal—about 450 km from the
nearest sea coast (Jha 1997).

I n India, the White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster is

While we are not aware of any published records of the species
from this site, the unfamiliarity of the locals with the bird suggests
itto be avagrant. Itis a matter of interest that the species disperses
this far inland, at a minimum straight-line distance of 103 km
from the west coast, across a habitat of moist forests, montane
shola and grasslands, tree-covered plantations and agriculture of
the Western Ghats in the region of Kudremukh National Park,
Someshwara Wildlife Sanctuary and Mookambika Wildlife
Sanctuary. Also, this sighting happens to be the second ever
farthest inland record of the species in southern India, the first
being Maddur lake (12°05’N 77°02°E) near Yelandur town in
Karnataka—nearly 200 km from the western coast (Thejaswi
2005).
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