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the south-west monsoon (June-August), are regular on

the sea-coast of Kerala. There are several published records
of pelagic birds from here, e.g., Masked Booby Sula dactylatra
(Baker 1911; Kurup 1990; Kurup 1991; Palot 2003, 2004), Frigate
birds Fregata minor and F. ariel (Faizi 1985; Unnithan 1999; Sugathan
& Sivan 2000) and Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus
(Krishnan 1991; Palot 2003b).

On 26th June 2006, officials of the Kerala Forest & Wildlife
Department brought a sea bird to the office of the Zoological
Survey of India, Kozhikode. Local fishermen had caught it two
days earlier, on Kuttichira beach, about 2 km south of Kozhikode.
The bird was in a thoroughly exhausted condition and was unable
to fly. It was identified as a Flesh-footed Shearwater Puffinus
carneipes based on its blackish-brown plumage with dark
underwing and the diagnostic tube-nosed pinkish bill with dark
tip and, flesh-coloured legs.

Subsequently, the bird was shifted to the Kadalundy Bird
Sanctuary for medical treatment and rehabilitation. After
treatment at the sanctuary the bird recuperated and was released
in to the sea on 10th July 2006. According to local fishermen, the
species is common in offshore waters of Kozhikode and frequently
catches big specimens of fishes including large mackerel and
sardine. Hence its Malayalam name, ‘Ayilackaakka’, meaning
‘mackerel crow’.

According to Kumar et al. (2005), the species is a passage
migrant to the Lakshadweep archipelago, the southern coast of
India, Maldives, and central and south Pacific; breeding in Australia
and New Zealand. Ali & Ripley (1983) mentioned that this
shearwater is uncommon and further stated that within our area
two specimens were taken in Sri Lanka—one in 1879 (Wait 1931)
and another in 1945 (Hill & Burn 1945). Subsequently there have
been several reports from that island and its surrounds (Gibson-
Hill 1953; Wijesinghe 1985; Gunawardana 1993; Karunaratne 1994;
Crosby 1995; Lamsfuss 1995; Warakagoda 2000). Abdulali &
Grubh (1983) have recorded it from Kanniyakumari (Tamil Nadu)
and Madsen (2007), off the coast of Pondicherry (Tamil Nadu).
More recently, small numbers were observed in the Maldives in
July (Philips & Sims 1958). Prasad (2004, 2006) reports sightings
off the coast of Maharashtra.

The present record is perhaps its first occurrence from the
western coast of India.

Reports of wind-blown specimens of oceanic birds, during
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