118

Indian BIRDS Vot. 10 No. 5 (PusL. 2 Novemger 2015)

a subsequent analysis of the same in ZSI Kolkata museum re-
identified it as Great Frigatebird (Maheswaran & Alam 2014).

This note describes sight records of five different Christmas
Island Frigatebirds from locations spanning Ankola on the western
coast, to Rameswaram on the eastern coast. It is interesting to
note that out of the collected sightings, the ‘Critically Endangered’
Christmas Island Frigatebirds are more numerous than the other
two species, which is in contrast with the historical trend. The high
number of sightings in the same season indicates that this species
may not be as rare as previously considered. The increase in the
number of sightings and confirmation of species level identity in
recent years can be attributed to higher number of observers in
the field, increased accessibility to literature detailing Frigatebird
identification, improvements in digital imaging, and ease of wide
networking using e-mail, and social media.
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member of the Passeriformes. It is widely distributed

throughout the Indian Subcontinent, including areas in
Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and western
Myanmar (Grimmett et al. 1998). Its altitudinal range is from the
mean sea level up to 1500 m in the Himalayas, and up to 2000
m in southern India (Ali 2002). Itis a commonly occurring species
along forest edges, and in dry open-grasslands, open-woodlands,
scrub, urban gardens, and agricultural landscapes. Its small size,
distinctive colours, and upright tail make it easily identifiable. The
northern populations of the bird have a rufous rump and back,
and a distinct breeding and non-breeding plumage while other
populations lack such a variation. Its nesting season ranges from
March to September, but more commonly starts immediately
after the onset of the monsoon.

Q shy Prinia Prinia socialis is an insectivorous, sparrow-sized

During the monsoon of 2012, we witnessed some interesting
breeding, and nesting, behaviour of the species. We did not find
any record of such behaviour of Ashy Prinia in available literature.
Our casual, but relevant, observations are presented here.

On 26 June 2012, we found a bird's nest in the lush foliage
of RV's office garden, which is situated in the middle of Vadodara
city, on the banks of Vishwamitri River, while some of the over-
grown trees were being trimmed

This nest, presumably of a small-sized passerine bird, was
unattended, and seemed to have been abandoned by it. It was
at a height of about two metres from the ground, in a thick bush
of wild figs (Ficus sp.). The nest consisted of three large leaves
stitched together with fibers and webs, and lined with fine thin
fibers, and twigs. Its entrance faced east, was exactly opposite
RV's office window [102, 103], and therefore, easy to observe.
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Ali and Ripley (1997) state that the Ashy Prinia also constructs a
similar nest of large leaves stitched together. But we presumed
that Common Tailorbirds Orthotomus sutorius had constructed
this nest, on the basis of nests we had seen earlier, and also
based on its design, shape, and the construction materials used.
Moreover, it was built in the same corner of the garden that a pair
of Common Tailorbirds frequented.

103. Ashy Prinia nest as seen from the office.
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In the first week of July 2012, we observed an adult pair of
= Ashy Prinias [104] continuously visiting the bushes that held that
& nest, taking interest in it, and even adding new fibers to it. We
£ were alert on the activities of this Ashy Prinia pair. We found three
small, cimson-red, eggs in the nest, which were presumably laid
between 12 and 15 July 2012. The parents constantly attended
to the eggs, except for a few minutes in the morning, at noon,
and occasionally in evening. On 24 July, three chicks hatched
out from the eggs after 10-12 days of incubation. Both the
parents fed all three chicks constantly. We scheduled hour-long
observations, in the morning, afternoon, and evening, for five
days, to understand the feeding activities, and their frequency.
The feeding activities were low at dusk. A higher number of visits
were noted between 0800 and 0900 hrs, with an average of 30
visits in that hour (range: 30-32). This gradually declined towards
the evening, and between 1700 and 1800 hrs they averaged ten
visits (range: 10—13). Both adults fed the chicks continuously
with various types of small insects, caterpillars, and spiders [105,
106]. They not only fed the chicks, but also cleaned the nest, by
removing the fecal sacs of the chicks. After a week we noticed
that one chick was missing from the nest; only two were left.
We were unable to ascertain why the chick disappeared. Both
the surviving chicks grew well, and were fed, and attended to
constantly by the parents. On 03 August 2012, both the chicks
left the nest in early morning [107], and hid within the thicket. We
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continued observing the chicks being fed, and alerted of threats
with alarm calls, by the parent birds.

104. The abandoned nest occupied by an Ashy Prinia in the second week of July

2012.

105. An Ashy Prinia parent brings food for the chicks.

107. Afull grown chick about to leave the nest on 03 August 2012.
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After the two chicks successfully fledged, we assumed that
the pair of Ashy Prinia had finished with breeding. But in the
second week of August 2012, we again observed a pair of Ashy
Prinias showing some interest in the same nest (we couldn't
ascertain whether it was the same pair). On 17 August, after
carefully inspecting it, the pair repaired the nest with fibers and
other nest materials. We noticed that one bird often sat in the
nest briefly. We began observing this nest regularly. On 23 August
2012 there were three small crimson-red eggs in the nest. On 04
September 2012, a chick hatched out after 12 days of incubation.
The next day, the remaining two chicks also hatched [108, 109].

108. Three eight-days old chicks of the second brood.

All parental activities, of feeding the chicks, and nest sanitation
were similar to those of the earlier brood [110]. But this time,
both birds checked the condition of the nest often, and made
minor repairs on its entrance, and to the base of the nest (See
condition of the nest: [111]. In the morning of 15 September
2012, all three chicks left the nest. Both parents looked after, and
fed, the chicks for three days in the office garden, and then the
entire family disappeared from the vicinity.

Our observations of egg laying, incubation period, and feeding
behavior of this species match with the earlier observations

. of Dharmakumarsinhji (1955), George (1961), Ajmeri et al.

£(1962), Bhambral (1966), Jairamdas (1977), Karthikeyan

£ (1993), Ramanan (1995), and Ali & Ripley (1997). There is

4 even a record of nest material from an old nest being used in

£ constructing a new one (George 1961). But we did not come
across any literature that recorded an abandoned nest being
repaired, and used twice by the species.

Some questions do remain unanswered. Which species did
the nest belong to originally? Was it the same pair of Ashy Prinias
that nested both times? However, if it was the same pair, it means
that Ashy Prinia bred twice within a short period, but this fact
requires further investigation.

There is a paucity of literature on the phenomenon of one
species of bird using a nest made by another. This is, however,
known for certain species: Indian Silverbill Lonchura malabarica
using the abandoned nest of Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus;
Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata using the nest of Laughing
Dove Streptopelia senegalensis (Saxena 1995). There are also
examples of species using the same nest from season to season,
after repairing it at the beginning of the season, e.g, crows

109. Three twelve-days old chicks in the nest.

.

111. On 15 September 2012: The last chick leaves a bedraggled nest.

(Corvus sp.), and the Pariah Kite Milvus migrans, but the nests
were constructed by the same species of birds themselves (R.
Was, personal observations).

In controlled conditions, a number of bird species are known
to lay eggs twice or thrice or multiple times (Verhulst 1998), but
in nature it depends on the environmental conditions or when
the first breeding attempt fails (either by loss of eggs or loss
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of fledglings). Best examples are noted in Sarus Cranes Grus
antigone (Kathju 2007), Blue Rock Pigeon Columba livia, Purple
Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica, (R. \lyas, personal observations) Red-
vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer (Prabhakarachari et al. 1990).
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but highly fragmented, distribution across Bhutan, India,

Bangladesh, and Southeast Asia (Green 1993; Choudhury
2007; BirdLife International 2014). The species has declined
precipitously over much of its historical distribution range from
north-eastern India and Bangladesh through Southeast Asia to
Sumatra and Java in Indonesia primarily due to loss of riverine
forests (BirdLife International 2014). Less than ¢. 1000 individuals,
or 5% of the original wild population, of this duck now survive
in the wild (Green 1993; Birdlife International 2014). Owing to
its precarious demographic status, the species is categorised
as Endangered (BirdLife International 2013), and listed under

The White-winged Duck Asarcornis scutulata has a wide,

Schedule | of the Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

With an estimated population of over 400 individuals
(Choudhury 2002), or more than a third of the global population,
India is one of the last strongholds of this charismatic duck. In India,
the species is mostly distributed in the lowland tropical rainforests
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh (Talukdar 1992; Choudhury
2000; Rahmani & Islam 2008), and in Meghalaya (Hume 1890;
Choudhury 2002). Although, in the past, it was reported from
Nagaland (Hutchinson 1946), and Manipur (Higgins 1913),
there are no recent reports of its occurrence from these states. In
Assam, the White-winged Duck is reported from both, the north
(Gee 1959; Choudhury 2007; Das & Deori 2012), and the south
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