of fledglings). Best examples are noted in Sarus Cranes Grus
antigone (Kathju 2007), Blue Rock Pigeon Columba livia, Purple
Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica, (R. \lyas, personal observations) Red-
vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer (Prabhakarachari et al. 1990).
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but highly fragmented, distribution across Bhutan, India,

Bangladesh, and Southeast Asia (Green 1993; Choudhury
2007; BirdLife International 2014). The species has declined
precipitously over much of its historical distribution range from
north-eastern India and Bangladesh through Southeast Asia to
Sumatra and Java in Indonesia primarily due to loss of riverine
forests (BirdLife International 2014). Less than ¢. 1000 individuals,
or 5% of the original wild population, of this duck now survive
in the wild (Green 1993; Birdlife International 2014). Owing to
its precarious demographic status, the species is categorised
as Endangered (BirdLife International 2013), and listed under

The White-winged Duck Asarcornis scutulata has a wide,

Schedule | of the Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

With an estimated population of over 400 individuals
(Choudhury 2002), or more than a third of the global population,
India is one of the last strongholds of this charismatic duck. In India,
the species is mostly distributed in the lowland tropical rainforests
of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh (Talukdar 1992; Choudhury
2000; Rahmani & Islam 2008), and in Meghalaya (Hume 1890;
Choudhury 2002). Although, in the past, it was reported from
Nagaland (Hutchinson 1946), and Manipur (Higgins 1913),
there are no recent reports of its occurrence from these states. In
Assam, the White-winged Duck is reported from both, the north
(Gee 1959; Choudhury 2007; Das & Deori 2012), and the south
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Fig. 1. Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary showing the different administrative compartments and locations of White-winged Duck sighting (in red);

1: Sighted by NS, NB and D Baruah and 2: Sighted by SS, LS and D Borah

(Mackenzie & Kear 1976) of the River Brahmaputra. Several
fragmented Reserved Forests, and contiguous forests located
on the southern bank of the Brahmaputra in Upper Assam have
been extensively surveyed and the occurrence of this species
documented at several locations (Mackenzie & Kear 1976;
Talukdar 1992; Choudhury 1998), including the Hollongapar
Gibbon Sanctuary (Choudhury 2000).

In this note, we report two recent sightings of the White-
winged Duck from the sanctuary with photographic record. This
sanctuary (2098 ha) is an isolated tropical rainforest fragment,
dominated by Dipterocarpus-Mesua-Vatica forest, located close
to the foothills of Nagaland in Jorhat District, Assam (Fig. 1).

NS, NB, DB sighted a single White-winged Duck on 10
January 2009 at 0800 hrs during a field study on primates in
the sanctuary. The duck was seen in a small stagnant pool of
water (26.690°N, 94.337°E; 106 m asl) adjacent to the forest
road between Compartment 2 and 3 of the sanctuary (Fig. 1).
This pool was artificially created by the state forest department to
ensure availability of water for wild animals. From the pool, the
bird flew to perch on a branch of a ‘Kutahi jamuk’ tree Syzygium
fruticosum (tree height: 22 m, perch height: 15 m) [112, 113].
It then flew into the forest, making its characteristic honking call

in flight. The second sighting was by SS, LS, and db on 21 July
2014 at 1140 hrs inside Compartment 2, near Kothalguri camp
(26.678°N 94.346°E; 121 m asl) in a slightly degraded part of
the sanctuary (Fig. 1). The bird was perched on a branch of a
‘Kenglu' tree Mimusops sp (?) (tree height: 24 m; perch height:
21 m); upon seeing them, the bird immediately flew towards
Compartment 1.

Choudhury (2000) mentioned the occurrence of the species
from the sanctuary but did not provide any sighting details. The
other nearest known record site of the species’ occurrence is
from Nambor (North Block) RF in Golaghat District of Upper
Assam, approximately 58 km south-west of the sanctuary where
Choudhury (2000) estimated a population of ¢. 20 individuals
during 1992—1994. The nearest possible habitats of the duck,
located along the foothills of Nagaland around 5 km south, and
south-east of the sanctuary, are highly degraded (Nath 2012).

The sanctuary is known to support a high density of
endangered primates, including the western hoolock gibbon
Hoolock hoolock, and the rare stump-tailed macaque Macaca
arctoides (Sharma et al. 2012). The continued occurrence of the
White-winged Duck further strengthens the conservation value of
this isolated and fragmented forest patch.
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113. Close up of the same individual.

However, many threats to this bird remain. First, it is likely that
the ducks occur at very low abundances in the sanctuary and that
the population may be more prone to local extinction. Second,
chronic extraction of forest resources, such as firewood, and
other non-timber forest products, by locals, may have negative
influences on the White-winged Duck population as the species
is highly sensitive to habitat disturbance and human presence
(Mackenzie & Kear 1976). Third, the sanctuary is surrounded
on three sides by large industrial tea plantations whose regular
use of pesticides is known to contaminate upstream waters
and subsequently water bodies down the valley through agro-
chemical drift. The ducks, therefore, could be exposed to
potentially hazardous chemical pesticides.

We recommend better regulation of extraction of forest
resources from the sanctuary and the implementation of strong
preventive measures to check the contamination of the water
bodies. For example, retaining, or regenerating, a 10-30 m wide
vegetated buffer on either side of the areas upstream could
prevent agro-chemical drift from the tea plantations to the water
bodies and also enhance water quality.
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