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This note describes the sighting of a Western Reef Egret 
Egretta gularis from the wetlands of Sheoganj, Sirohoi District 
(Rajasthan, India) on 12 February 2013, and on 18 March 

2013. Sheoganj  is located on the banks of  Jawai River. During 
winter we were surveying birds of select wetlands of Sheoganj 
near the temple of Kambeshwar Mahadev (25º15’N, 73º07’E; c. 
260 m asl). These were small pockets of freshwater with slight 
vegetation cover that are used by several bird species. While 
listing and photographing the avian diversity of these wetlands we 
noticed a grey-coloured egret, which resembled a juvenile Grey 
Heron Ardea cinerea. It stood on a small rock on the margin of 
the wetland. It was smaller than a Grey Heron, but darker than it. 
We noticed that it had a white patch on its throat and upper fore-
neck, and had yellow feet. We photographed it [114] and, with 
the help of Grimmett et al. (1999), and Kazmierczak (2000), 
identified it as a Western Reef Egret. According to Grimmett et 
al. (1999), the intermediate morph of the Western Reef Egret 
is easily distinguishable from intermediate morphs of the Pacific 
Reef Egret E. sacra due to the presence of the distinct white 
patch on the former’s throat and upper fore-neck.

The Western Reef Egret is a resident of mainly the western- 
and south-eastern coastal areas, and prefers saline coastal waters 
(Ali & Ripley 1968; Grimmett et al. 1999; Kazmierczak 2000). 
There is an earlier record of the Western Reef Egret from Dungolav 
Talab, Tal Chhapar, Churu, Rajasthan, when it was photographed 

on 28 July 2010; the bird was at that location for about ten days 
(H. S. Sangha, verbally). Hence this is a second photographic 
record of Western Reef Egret from Rajasthan. 
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114. Western Reef Egret Egretta 
gularis at wetlands of Sheoganj, Sirohi, 
Rajasthan. Photo: Dinesh Meena
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