
129Ranade & Prakash: Oriental Honey Buzzard

On 05 May 2014, at Santrabari (26.74ºN, 89.56ºE; c. 
283 m asl) in Buxa Tiger Reserve, West Bengal, India, 
we observed a flock of Oriental Honey Buzzard Pernis 

ptilorhynchus soaring on the horizon at 0915 hrs [117]. The 
number went on climbing and we noted a flock of about 20 
raptors overhead [118]. The flock soared eastward with the air 
currents. In succession, a second flock of an equal number of 
birds was seen heading in the same direction. In all, we estimated 
about 50 individuals passing overhead in roughly 45 min. The 
birds were probably on their spring migration. It is possible that 

the flock roosted on trees in the ravines the previous night. On the 
following couple of days, no more migrating birds were observed.

The Oriental Honey Buzzard is one of the commonest 
raptors in protected areas in India (Samant et al. 1995). Two 
races are recorded from the Indian Subcontinent: P. p. orientalis 
is migratory and winters in India, while P. p. ruficollis is a resident 
(Ali & Ripley 1983; Naoroji 2007). 

The species is well recorded during its migration in autumn 
and spring in East Asia. In China, the migration of the species, in 
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117. A flock of Oriental Honey Buzzard soaring in Buxa Tiger Reserve.

118. Soon the flock of Oriental Honey Buzzard increased to nearly 20 birds.
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Common Kestrels on the Internet (www.orientalbirdimages.org; 
www.indianaturewatch.net; www.ibc.lynxeds.com) and have not 
seen this type of claw colour in any individuals. 

It is interesting to note that both the individuals mentioned 
here, and the one individual photograph that is given in the 
reference had symmetrical pale claws in both the feet. Hence, 
this condition could either be rare, or this could be an aberration, 
but since it has now been documented four times, it would be 
advisable to check claw colour in Common Kestrels.

This also proves that it is always prudent to confirm the 
identity of any bird based on a combination of identification 
characters, rather than relying on any one character as diagnostic.
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huge numbers, has been recorded in late April–May 2009 (Wen 
& Han 2013). A mass migration of the species has been recorded 
in Thailand, and Nepal in October (DeCandido et al. 2008; 
DeCandido 2012; Subedi & DeCandido 2014), and in March in 
Malaysia (DeCandido et al. 2004, 2006, 2013; DeCandido & 
Nualsri 2009). A few hundred birds were recorded in October in 
Taiwan (Lin & Severinghaus 1998), and a few individuals were 
recorded in Himachal Pradesh, India during February and March 
(Besten 2004). The migration of the species was tracked by 
satellite from Japan to Java and back, and its detoured migration 
route is well documented (Higuchi et al. 2005; Agostoni & 
Mellone 2007; Yamaguchi et al. 2008).

There has been no record of migration of the Oriental Honey 
Buzzard from the afore-mentioned part of India, and most of the 
Indian Subcontinent as far as we understand. We think it is an 
interesting observation and worth recording. Regular monitoring 
of the species, and satellite tracking it, would provide greater 
insights in its migration route as well as status.
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Lord Derby’s Parakeet or Derbyan Parakeet Psittacula derbiana 
is primarily a Tibetan species that occurs in a narrow strip of 
north-eastern Arunachal Pradesh in the upper Lohit Valley, 

possibly as a summer visitor from April to September (Ali & Ripley 
1987). Though Grimmett et al. (1998), and Kazmierczak (2000) 
considered it a breeding visitor/resident in Arunachal Pradesh, 
possibly based on Stonor (1952), and Singh (1991), later 
works (Rasmussen & Anderton 2005 & 2012; Grimmett et al. 
2011) expressed doubts about its occurrence in the absence 
of specimens, photographs, or well-documented observations. 

However, these doubts were alleviated when Singh (2013), and 
later Sharma et al. (2014) reported it from between Walong and 
Kibithu, with photographs, from the same general area where 
earlier workers had reported decades back. Here, we report an 
instance of nesting of this species from Meshai, between Walong 
and Kibithu, on 27 April 2015.

While returning from Meshai (28.25°N, 97.03°E) after a 
birding trip, at 1400 hrs, a parakeet flew in front of the vehicle 
and perched on the top of a dead pine. After disembarking 
the vehicle with utmost care, so as not to disturb the bird, we 
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