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125. European Roller.

First sighting of a European Roller from Tamil Nadu

During a recent visit to our family farm located in Kathakottai
(10.81°N, 77.76°E), 20 km east of Dharapuram, in Tirupur
District (Tamil Nadu), | photographed a European Roller [125],
and confirmed its ID with the help of Grimmett et al. (2011). On
12 October 2014 around 1200 hrs, while we were working in the
farm-field, | noticed eight Paddyfield Pipits Anthus rufulus perched
on the power lines nearby. Around 1230 hrs a roller arrived
and perched on a nearby tree Acacia leucophloea. It looked a
little different from the much more common Indian Roller C.
benghalensis, which is usually seen in these parts. | immediately
rushed inside, got my camera, and took a few photographs of
the bird; later confirmed it as a European Roller—a possible first
for the state of Tamil Nadu. During these events, the European
Roller flew from plant to plant. Even though its flight pattern was
similar to that of an Indian Roller, its dark flight feathers provided

Rosy Starling Pastor roscus:

Kumar: Rosy Starling

additional confirmation that it was indeed a European Roller. It
is worth noting that the area around this part of Tirupur District
mostly comprises dry fallow land, with sparsely vegetated thorn
scrub. From these reports, it transpires that the species may be
a regular passage migrant through southern peninsular India as
well, and was probably overlooked in the past, or misidentified as
the commoner Indian Roller.
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District of Uttarakhand) | encountered a Rosy Starling

Pastor roseus in Khatta Pani village (30.22°N, 78.04°E)
on 07 May 2013 at 0830 hrs. A single individual of this species
was observed and photographed on a rohini tree Mallotus
philippensis [126]. The Rosy Starling was foraging on its open fruit
and was accompanied by two Jungle Mynas Acridotheres fuscus,
one Asian Pied Starling Gracupica contra, and two Red-vented
Bulbuls Pycnonotus cafer. After a feeding bout that lasted about
five minutes the Rosy Starling flew to a Litsea monopetala tree
(that was c. 15 m high, and about 5 m away from the rohini tree)
where it perched near the top for about 15 min. While perching, it
periodically sang, before returning again to the rohini tree to feed.
For nearly an hour the bird alternated between feeding on the
rohini, and perching (and singing) on the Litsea tree.

D uring a field survey for birds in the Doon Valley (Dehradun

The area where | saw the starling is an open strip of land lying
between the River Suswa (a tertiary tributary of River Ganga),
and Nagsidh Reserved Forest in Dehradun Forest Division. The
forest is dominated by fairly dense sal Shorea robusta, with
small numbers of trees such as sain Terminalia alata, rohini,
and haldu Adina cordifolia, occurring as associates (Champion
& Seth 1968). However, the vegetation between the forest and
the river is open, and consists of a mix of riverine trees (shisham
Dalbergia sissoo, and semal Bombax ceiba) and crop fields
where wheat had recently been harvested.

The Rosy Starling is a winter visitor to peninsular India and
Sri Lanka (Ali & Ripley 1986; Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). In
northern, and western India, including the Indo-Gangetic plains,
this bird is seen during early summer when it makes a passage to
its breeding grounds in south-eastern Europe, south-western Asia,
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and the Middle East (Ali & Ripley 1986). However, observations
of the Rosy Starling in the sub-Himalayan or Himalayan areas are
very rare (please see distribution map in Grimmett et al. 2011:
404). Published bird checklists, relevant to the Doon Valley in
particular (Pandey et al. 1994; Mohan 1996; Singh 2000), and
for similar landscapes in the region (Sharma et al. 2003) have
no record of the Rosy Starling. The bird is also not listed in the
official checklist of birds published by the Uttarakhand Forest
Department (Mohan & Sinha 2003). Hence, according to the
best of my knowledge, this species has never been observed
in Uttarakhand and this sighting is a new record for the state.
Since only a single individual was seen of this otherwise highly
gregarious bird, it is likely that the Rosy Starling | observed was
a vagrant.
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migratory finch that is widespread throughout northern
Europe and Asia. It breeds in a broad band spanning
the boreal zone of Eurasia, from northern Europe to eastern
Russia, wintering further south in a narrow belt from western
and southern Europe through North Africa, the Middle East,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and across the western Himalaya to China
and Japan (Spierenburg 2005; Clement & Arkhipov 2010).
Within the Indian Subcontinent the Brambling is a regular
winter visitor to Balochistan, and to the northern districts of
Pakistan during spring migration (Roberts 1992; Spierenburg
2005). In India, records exist from Kashmir (Ward 1906), and
Ladakh (Pfister 2004), as well as a scattered records from
Himachal Pradesh; from Manali (Robson 1997; Prasad 2006),

The Brambling Fringilla montifringilla is a medium-sized

and from Dharamshala (Robson 2000; den Besten 2004;
Sharma et al 2013).

Reported sightings becoming increasingly sparse further east
across Nepal, from where only sporadic records exist (Inskipp &
Inskipp 1985; Robson 2006), and through the eastern Himalaya
of Bhutan and north-eastern India where there is a noticeable
gap in documented distribution (Clement & Arkhipov 2010;
Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). In Bhutan
the Brambling is considered a vagrant, recorded once on 06
May 1990 when a single bird was observed in the Tang Valley,
Bumthang District (Clements 1992; Spierenburg 2005).

On 07 March 2013 a group of six Brambling was observed
along the Mandala Road (27.55°N 92.43°E), near the town
of Dirang, West Kameng District, Arunachal Pradesh. Of these,
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