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Grimmet et al. (1999) and Kazmierczak (2000).
Marginal white spots were visible on the
back only upon close inspection. It had grey
colouration from the neck to the end of the
thorax while the region from the belly to the
vent was white (see backcover). The bill,
wing and tail shape were typical of Sterna
spp., terns. The moult seemed new, and
morphometric information matched with
measurements in Ali and Ripley (1983). We
presume that this individual was a sub-adult
bird, based on these characters. The dead
bird was handed over to the Salim Ali Centre
for Ornithology and Natural History,
Coimbatore, south India, where they skinned
and stuffed the bird. After the dissection,
we were informed that the bird was a female
and that it’s stomach was empty, it had very
little fat content, and no visible skeletal (or
wing) damage. The post mortem report
indicates that the bird possibly died of
fatigue.

Morphometric readings:
Body length
(tip of bill to tail tip)

Wing length (primary)
Bill length
(from base of skull)

Tarsus length
Tail length
Base of'tail to fork
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More on the distribution of the White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus

he article on ‘Distribution of White-

winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus in
India and a new record from Andhra
Pradesh’ provides a useful summary for the
species. I would like to add some extra
information and clarify a few points.

The detailed list of records from each state
does not include Bihar, Himachal Pradesh
or West Bengal, and only mentions the
Andaman Islands, Assam and Tripura
incidentally; in addition, Raipur is stated to
be in Madhya Pradesh, whereas it is now
part of the split-off state of Chhatisgarh (see
e.g. Chandra and Singh 2004).

Bihar: Dalgleish (1902) noted that in the
Darbhanga district he ‘shot a bird which I
identified as this species, but unfortunately
lost the skin’; he gave no date for this record.
Himachal Pradesh: Perennou and Mundkur
(1991) listed a count of five made during the
annual Asian Waterfowl Census.

West Bengal: Majumdar et al. (1992) referred
to two collected on 20.vi.1965 and one
collected on 2.v.1966 in North 24-Parganas
district. Chowdhury (1984) recorded it in the
Calcutta area and Anon. (1995) reported it
from the Sunderbans. Carol Inskipp and I
saw one on 27.iii.1980 near Calcutta.
Andaman Islands: Hume (1879) referred to
a specimen procured on 16.iv.1879 at
Aberdeen by F. A. de Roepstorff, and added
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that ‘Later in the season a flock of this same
species was seen at Haddo but none were
procured.’

Assam: Inglis (1896-1902), referring to
Hylakandy district in Cachar noted that ‘I
find I have identified a Tern as this species,
but will re-examine the skin to see whether
it is correct or not.” Baker (1929) reported
that ‘Hole, Primrose and I all obtained
specimens in Cachar.’ van der Ven (1988)
noted that three were seen at Dipor Bheel,
Gauhati during the Asian Waterfowl
Census. Datta (1995) noted that it was a
common migrant to Dhubri district, and
Choudhury (2000) listed it as an uncommon
winter visitor to Assam.

[Tripura: Hume (1870) referred to a ‘beautiful
specimen in full plumage’ collected in
‘Tipperah’; this was clarified by Hume (1879)
as from the Meghna river, Comilla, which
places it in present day Sylhet, Bangladesh.]
Chhatisgarh: Pittie et al. (2005) suggested
that ‘Ali and Ripley (2001) erred in dating
D’Abreu’s record from 1935°; however Ali
and Ripley’s statement ‘Once taken in
Madhya Pradesh (Raipur, D’ Abreu, 1935,
JBNHS 38: 112)’ is clearly just a citation of
the reference, not providing a date for the
occurrence.

Extra references for other states
Andhra Pradesh: Perennou et al. (1990) listed
10 counted during the AWC in 1990;
Perennou and Mundkur (1991) listed 22
counted in 1991.
Delhi: Carol and I saw one on 19 April 1980.
Gujarat: Perennou et al. (1990) listed two
counted in 1990; Perennou and Mundkur
(1991) listed 25 counted in 1991.
Jammu and Kashmir: Anon. (1982) and
Williams and Delany (1985) referred to one
seen in Ladakh during the period August-
November 1981.
Karnataka: Perennou et al. (1990) listed 31
counted in 1990; Perennou and Mundkur
(1991) listed two counted in 1991.
Kerala: Perennou and Mundkur (1991) listed
75 counted in 1991.
Orissa: Perennou and Mundkur (1991) listed
5,230 counted in 1991. Dev (1992) described
a summer-plumaged bird seen at Chilika Lake
but no date was given.
Rajasthan: Perennou and Mundkur (1991)
listed seven counted in 1991.
Tamil Nadu: Scott and Rose (1989) listed one
counted in 1989; Perennou and Mundkur
(1991) listed 32 counted in 1991; Mundkur
and Taylor (1993) listed one counted in 1993.
In addition, Lopez and Mundkur (1997)
provided annual figures for India—1994: 21,
1995: 10, 1996: 232, and a composite map for
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the species shows that these records were
from three sites in Orissa, one site in
Rajasthan, and one site in Tamil Nadu; Li
and Mundkur (2004) provided similar
figures for subsequent years — 1997: 0, 1998:
0, 1999:2,2000: 0,2001: 20.

Some of the records collected during the
Asian Waterfowl Census counts have been
questioned (e.g. Rahmani 1992) but this is
published information and should not be
ignored. The counts take place in winter
when this species is more difficult to
distinguish from the widespread Whiskered
Tern Chlidonias hybridus and the rarely
reported Black Tern C. niger. It is thus quite
possible that some of the counts of White-
winged Tern involve other species but note
that, with experience, it is relatively easy to
identify this species in non-breeding
plumages, even at some distance.

The birds of South Asia. The Ripley guide
was reviewed in the same issue of Indian
Birds (pp. 92-94). Aasheesh Pittie
suggested that ‘The maps in the Ripley
guide are based largely on verified
specimens, which fact might reduce the
range of species when compared with those
in other books, but one could say they are
more defensible in their accuracy.” However,
the Ripley guide maps the White-winged
Tern as occurring over a large swathe of
north-west India from Kashmir south to
Gujarat, including all of Haryana (where
there are no records), and extensively inland
in northern Orissa. Compare this with the
maps in Grimmett et al. (1998) and
Kazmierczak and van Perlo (2000) where the
actual records are mapped far more
conservatively.

References (excluding those in Pittie et al.

2005)

Anon. 1982. University of Southampton
Ornithological Project 1981-2. Preliminary

report. Unpublished.

Anon. 1995. Fauna of Tiger Reserves
(Sunderbans, Palamau, Simlipal, Manas).
Calcutta: Zoological Survey of India.

Baker, E. C. S. 1929. Fauna of British India,
including Ceylon and Burma. Birds. 2nd
edition. Vol. 6. London: Taylor and Francis.

Chandra, K. and R. K. Singh. 2004. Avifauna of
Madhya Pradesh and Chhatisgarh. Zoos’ Print
Journal 19 (7): 1534-1539. + web
supplement: http://www.zoosprint.org

Choudhury, A. 2000. The birds of Assam.
Gibbon Books & World Wide Fund for Nature
—India.

Chowdhury, D. K. R. 1984. Birds in and around
the Calcutta Metropolitan area. Naturalist 1:
7-16.

Dalgleish, G. 1902. Birds collected and observed
in the Darbhanga district, Tirhoot, Bengal.
Zoologist (4) 6: 201-215, 384-389, 449-454.

Datta, S. 1995. Birds of Dhubri District, a check
list with trip list. Dhubri: Nature’s Beckon.

Dev, U. N. 1992. Range of Whitewinged Black
Tern (Chalidonius leucopterus) in Chilika
reconfirmed. Bihang Newsletter 1 (1): 21.

Hume, A. O. 1870. (Letter about a collection of
birds from Tipperah.) Ibis (2) 6: 435-438.

Hume, A. O. 1879. Notes. Stray Feathers §:
494-500.

Kazmierczak, K. and B. van Perlo. 2000. A4 field
guide to the birds of the Indian subcontinent.
Pica Press.

Li, Z. W. D. and T. Mundkur. 2004. Numbers
and distribution of waterbirds and wetlands
in the Asia-Pacific region. Results of the Asian
Waterbird Census: 1997-2001. Kuala
Lumpur: Wetlands International.

Lopez, A. and T. Mundkur. (eds.) 1997. The
Asian Waterfowl Census 1994-1996. Results
of the coordinated waterbird census and an
overview of the status of wetlands in Asia.
Kuala Lumpur: Wetlands International.

Majumdar, N., C. S. Roy, D. K. Ghosal, J. M.
Dasgupta, S. Basuroy and B. K. Dutta. 1992.
Aves. Pp. 171-418 in Anon. Fauna of West
Bengal - Part 1 (Overview, Mammalia, Aves
& Wild Life). Calcutta: Zoological Survey of
India.

Mundkur, T. and V. Taylor. 1993. 4sian

waterfowl census 1993. Kuala Lumpur: Asian
Wetland Bureau and International Wetlands
and Waterfowl Research Bureau.

Perennou, C. and T. Mundkur. 1991. Asian
waterfowl census 1991, mid-winter waterfowl
counts, January 1991. Slimbridge:
International Waterfowl and Wetlands Bureau,
and Kuala Lumpur: Asian Wetland Bureau.

Perennou, C., P. Rose and C. Poole. 1990. Asian
waterfowl census 1990. Mid-winter waterfowl
counts in southern and eastern Asia, January
1990. TWRB/AWB.

Pittie, A., S. Quader and P. Pittie. 2005.
Distribution of White-winged Tern Chlidonias
leucopterus in India and a new record from
Andhra Pradesh. Indian Birds 1: 81-83.

Rahmani, A. R. 1992. Comments on the annual
waterfowl counts. Newsletter for Birdwatchers
32 (11 & 12): 6-7.

Rasmussen, P. C. and J. C. Anderton. 2005. Birds
of South Asia, the Ripley guide. Washington,
D.C.: Smithsonian Institution and Barcelona:
Lynx Edicions.

Scott, D. A. and P. M. Rose. 1989. Asian
waterfowl census 1989. Mid-winter waterfowl
counts in southern and eastern Asia, January
1989. International Wildfowl Research Bureau.

van der Ven, J. 1988. Asian waterfowl - 1988.
Slimbridge: International Wildfowl Research
Bureau.

Williams, C. and S. Delany. 1985. Migration
through the north-west Himalaya — some
results of the Southampton University Ladakh
expeditions. Oriental Bird Club Bulletin?2: 10-
14.

Tim Inskipp is the co-author of several books on
the birds of South Asia including An annotated
checklist of the birds of the Oriental Region (1996;
Oriental Bird Club) and Birds of the Indian
subcontinent (1998; Christopher Helm).

Predation of fledgling Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala by a Spotted Eagle Aquila spp.

in Sultanpur National Park, Haryana
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El India, wintering raptors are known to
upplement their diet with nestling storks
(Naoroji 1990). This phenomenon, as
reported from the Keoladeo National Park,
appears to be a common reason for stork
mortality (Naoroji 1990) but is not reported
from other heronries in the country in spite

of widespread occurrence of raptors (Urfi
1993, 2002). Methods of predation of stork
nestlings have not been actually observed
and are not known (Naoroji 1990). Here 1
report on the predation of a stork nestling
from Sultanpur National Park, Haryana with
a description of the method of predation.

Spotted eagles Aquila spp., are common
wintering birds at the Sultanpur National
Park. Heronries with at least two species of
storks (Ciconiidae), many herons
(Ardeidae), cormorants (Phalacrocoracidae)
and darters (Anhingidae) are a predominant
feature of the Park in years with regular




