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Blood Pheasant Ithaganis cruentus: this high altitude speciality is locally common at Chele La Pass (3,810 m),
though one has to fight sub-zero temperatures and black ice on roads to spot or photograph it.
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The only alpine crane in the world, the graceful Black-necked Crane Grus nigricollis, was the last species of crane
discovered (1876) due to the remoteness of its range. Photographed here in the cold and wind-swept Phobjikha valley.
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Top left: a soaring Himalayan Buzzard Buteo burmanicus; Top right: The Collared Owlet Glaucidium brodiei is the smallest of our owl(et)s at 17 cms
and also the most diurnal. It's a hill forest bird of the Himalayas and has ‘owl face’ on its nape; Bottom: Chestnut-tailed Minla Minla strigula is a
common species and can completely surround you during your walks in the NE Himalaya. Minlas are small-sized babblers with striking head, tail,
and wing patterns, and this one is no exception,
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Top left: The Common Merganser Mergus merganser is found typically along large lakes and rivers; a male seen here on the Po Chu river; Top right:

The ubiquitous Hodgson’s Redstart Phoenicurus hodgsoni was seen in virtually every stream or waterbody in West Bhutan; Bottom: Fire-tailed
Myzornis Myzornis pyrrhoura—a mouth-watering speciality, this startling bird is scarce even in magical Bhutan.
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Top left: A flock of Grey-crested Tits Parus dichrous landed on a tree next to our ‘bonnet’ breakfast near Chele La pass and left after a quick inspection;
Top right: A flock of Red Crossbills Loxia curvirostra descended on the road from a pine tree offering us fabulous views at point blank range; Centre
left: a lifer for of us, White-browed Fulvetta Alcippe vinipectus; Centre right: Lemon-rumped Warbler Phylloscopus chloronotus; Bottom left: the
uncommon Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta; Bottom right: the only sighting of Green Shrike Babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis was from Cheri Valley.
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Top left: Yellow-billed Blue Magpies Urocissa erythrorhyncha are sociable birds, especially near human habitations; Top right: Rufous-fronted Tits
Aegithalos iouschistos are conspicous due to their ‘bandit-like’ black mask; Bottom left: the solitary Wallcreeper Ticdroma muraria inhabits open and
vertical rock faces and frequently flicks wings as it jerkily moves over rock surfaces in search of invertebrates; Bottom right: the Yellow-rumped
Honeyguide Indicator xanthonotus is an unobtrusive finch-like bird that inhabits cliffs with honeycombs (of rock bees).
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The female Blood Pheasant Ithaginis cruentus (top) and Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus look very different from their respective males
though strikingly beautiful in their own right. Both were shot with a completely frozen and numb forefinger in Chele La Pass!
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Top: The White-browed Rosefinch Carpodacus thura along with other finches and grosbeaks are birds of high elevations. They offer entertainment
till the main targets of the mountain passes emerge—Blood & Monal Pheasants!; Bottom: All beliefs about the Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha struthersii being a
rare bird get quashed shortly after landing in Paro where one encounters dozens standing idly on the Paro Chu River next to the busy highway.
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