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valleys (Mangifera indica, S. talura), hill-tops (Diospyros
montana, Holarrhena pubescens), Ponds or pools (Hygrophila
schulli, Limnophila indica), tanks (Aponogeton natans, Centella
asiatica, Eclipta alba, Bacopa monnieri, Utricularia spp.) and
significant evergreen scrub at higher elevations (Canthium
dicoccum, Plecospermum spinosum) ( Rao & Razi 1981).
In the forest, leaf fall begins with arrival of summer. Herbs,
shrubs and grasses dry up, converting the entire hill into a
dry twigs and thorns country except for pockets of evergreen
scrub, exposing many difficult-to-see, winter migrants and
breeding birds. Mid-summer and pre-monsoon showers settle
the dust. The entire area turns verdant with different shades
of green by the end of the monsoon period. Retreating
monsoon ensures greenery till the beginning of winter. The
vegetation cycle is the main source for bird diversity.
Observations & results
During 11 years of observation (1996–2006) based on random
visits—on an average once in 2–3 weeks—139 species of
birds belonging to 44 families were recorded from the
reserved forest (Table 1). It is noteworthy that 11% of the
1,225 bird species reported from India (Islam & Rahmani
2005) are found in Chamundi Hill Reserve Forest.

K.R. Kishendas

Study area
The Chamundi Hills Reserve Forest (12º15’34"–12°17’5"N
76º39’63"–76°42’02"E) comprises an isolated range of
hillocks, popularly known as Chamundi Hills, with a
periphery of c. 11 km, situated south-east of Mysore city,
Karnataka. The hillocks range in altitude from 861–944 m
a.s.l., surrounding a plateau that is c. 1,024–1,057 m high.
They are igneous rocks, of pink and gray granite, formed
due to recent volcanic activity (0.8 billion years old), and are
considered young when compared to the 2.3 billion years
old peninsular Gneissic rocks of Sargur–Kabbal durga, close
by (Kamath 1988).
Gravelly red soil, rich in silica content, a rocky surface
and, a scanty precipitation of 762 mm (Suryanath 1988)
support a tropical deciduous thorn-scrub type of vegetation
in Chamundi Hills Reserve Forest. Being an overpowering
geographical feature of the landscape, Chamundi Hill’s
influence on the ecology of the region plays a crucial role in
the microclimate of Mysore. It is a prominent part of the Kaveri
River basin, and an important watershed for the many tanks
that dot the area. The Karnataka state forest department
presently protects the reserve forest.
Atop Chamundi Hill, many Hindu temples, including
the famous Chamundeshwari temple, are present since 400
A.D. A settlement of 145 houses and 124 tourist-related shops
surround the temple. About 10,000 pilgrims visit the temple
daily, peaking to 30,000 a day during the Dasara (Navarathri
festival) holidays.
The vegetation of Chamundi Hill comprises of 442
species of flowering plants spread over 91 families
(Sadananda & Sampathkumara in prep.). The trees here are
armed with thorns, stunted and slow growing. A vast area
is covered with bushes of Pterolobium hexapetalum, Toddalia
asiatica, Rhus mysorensis, and Ziziphus oenoplia forming
impenetrable undergrowth. Nine different micro-climatic
regions of floristic importance with some species specificity
are recorded here. These include, plants of the plains
(Syzygium cumini, Tamarindus indica), foot hills
(Cochlospermum religiosum, Boswellia glabra, Commiphora
caudata), slopes (Shorea talura, Garuga pinnata), plateaux
(Gmelina arborea, Pterocarpus marsupium, Santalum album),
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visitor, sighted in the very low gradient slopes of the foothills
joining the main land where large patches of grass are
present. The presence of harrier (Circus sp.) roosts, occurrence
of Amur Falcon F. amurensis and Lesser Kestrel was recorded
(Thejaswi et al. 2005) within 2–3 km from Chamundi Hill.
Now only Lesser Kestrel frequents the Chamundi Hill’s slope
zone.
Near-threatened Oriental White Ibis Threskiornis
melanocephalus (BirdLife International 2001), widespread and
locally common in lowlands of dry zone, is common at the
waterholes that fringe the foothills.
K.R. Kishendas

Threats and conservation measures
Many stone quarries and brick kilns operating in the last
decade are now almost completely closed as the forest
department erected a chain link fence around the reserve
forest during 1998–2003, under the aegis of the IndoNorwegian Chamundi Hill Conservation and
Management Project. Several check-dams have been
constructed all over the hilly area augmenting the water
table. Plantations of many local varieties of plants have come
up. However, the ever-expanding suburbs of Mysore are
engulfing the buffer zone and foothills rapidly. The
township atop Chamundi Hill is also expanding. Increased
population pressure around the hill and atop is affecting
the forest in many ways—forest fires, grazing, collection of
flowers, medicinal plants and firewood are some of the
problems that need to be contained immediately. The
omnipresent problem of garbage, whether food leftover by
tourists or pilgrims, augments trash generated by the
township, creating unhealthy conditions. In addition,
garbage contractors of Mysore City Corporation spread the
garbage haphazardly over the foothills, in spite of an existing
solid waste reclamation plant. All these become unwelcome
feeding grounds for mynas (Sturnidae), crows (Corvidae),
ibises (Threskiornithidae) and vultures (Accipitridae), which
frequent the hill before and after the feeding.
A proposal to install a ropeway to the hill has invoking
public outrage—as it disturbs the zonal bio-diversity and

Out of the 139 bird species recorded here, 96 (69%) are
resident. 63 of these breed here. 41 (29%) species are winter
migrants. Two species, Pied Crested Cuckoo Clamator
jacobinus and Brainfever Bird Hierococcyx varius were
recorded in the study area only during summer and the rains.
It is interesting to note that the Pied Crested Cuckoo is present
outside the reserved forest amid high-grown bushes and
small trees throughout the year.
Species that occur in scrub jungles, grasslands and lightly
wooded deciduous areas are recorded here. Waterbirds are
few because of the absence of perennial water bodies. The
species range from the typical plains residents like Ashy
Prinia Prinia socialis to winter migrants like Black-naped
Oriole Oriolus chinensis and Indian Blue Robin Luscinia
brunnea (Shivanand & Shivaprakash 2004).
Here, Bonelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus and Franklin’s
Prinia Prinia hodgsonii breed every year. The Bonelli’s Eagle
pair shifted their breeding site to an adjoining area due to
construction activity near its earlier nesting site.
The hills form a vantage point to observe migratory,
roosting and breeding birds that fly to lakes like
Kukkarahalli, Lingambudhi, Karanji, Dalavay and
Shettihalli even though they are 2–6 km away. Darters
(Phalacrocoracidae), pelicans (Pelecanidae), Painted Storks
Mycteria leucocephala and ducks (Anatidae) flying over the
hills have not been considered in the present analysis.
Globally-threatened and critically endangered Indian
White-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis (BirdLife
International 2001a) was sighted only once in the last four
years. Two or three of them used to feed at garbage dumps in
the foothills of Chamundi Hills along with Egyptian
Vultures Neophron percnopterus. Sadly this is history now.
Globally-threatened and vulnerable Yellow-throated
Bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus (BirdLife International
2001c), an endemic of southern peninsular India, used to be
active in valleys and on slopes (Thejaswi 2005), mostly in
boulder-strewn vegetation. It is now altogether missing since
August 2003.
Globally-threatened and vulnerable Lesser Kestrel Falco
naumanni (BirdLife International 2001b) is a rare winter
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)
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Expansion of city up to the foothills

Chamundi Hills, eastern slope
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Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina

destroys natural beauty. The proposed ropeway passes
through Yellow-throated Bulbul habitat. Environmental
engineering students of Sri Jayachamarajendra College of
Engineering, Mysore, and NGOs like Mysore Amateur
Naturalists, Centre for Appropriate Rural Technology and,
Mysore Science Forum, along with many concerned citizens
of Mysore have taken up the issue, insisting on an
environmental impact assessment by a competent and
independent body, before implementation of the project.
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Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii
Oriental White Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus
Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa
Oriental Honey-Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus
Black Kite Milvus migrans
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus
Indian White-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis
Short-toed Snake-Eagle Circaetus gallicus
Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela
Shikra Accipiter badius
Eurasian Sparrowhawk A. nisus
White-eyed Buzzard Butastur teesa
Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata
Tawny Eagle A. rapax
Bonelli’s Eagle Hieraaetus fasciatus
Booted Eagle H. pennatus
Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni
Common Kestrel F. tinnunculus
Red-headed Falcon F. chicquera
Shaheen Falcon F. p. peregrinator
Grey Fancolin Francolinus pondicerianus
Jungle Bush-Quail Perdicula asiatica
Rock Bush-Quail P. argoondah
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus
Red-wattled Lapwing V. indicus
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Wood Sandpiper T. glareola
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Stone-Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus
Blue Rock Pigeon Columba livia
Little Brown Dove Streptopelia senegalensis
Spotted Dove S. chinensis
Eurasian Collared-Dove S. decaocto
Yellow-legged Green-Pigeon Treron phoenicoptera
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Pied Crested Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus
Brainfever Bird Hierococcyx varius
Indian Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea
Small Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis
Barn Owl Tyto alba
Eurasian Eagle-Owl Bubo bubo
Mottled Wood-Owl Strix ocellata
Spotted Owlet Athene brama
Indian Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus
Common Indian Nightjar C. asiaticus
Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba
House Swift Apus affinis
White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
Small green Bee-eater Merops orientalis
Blue-tailed Bee-eater M. philippinus
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis
Common Hoopoe Upupa epops
Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris
Brown-headed Barbet Megalaima zeylanica
White-cheeked Barbet M. viridis
Coppersmith Barbet M. haemacephala
Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker Dinopum benghalense
Black-shouldered Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes festivus
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura
Jerdon’s Bush-Lark Mirafra affinis
Singing Bushlark Mirafra cantillans
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Species

Status

Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix grisea
Rufous-tailed Finch-Lark Ammomanes phoenicurus
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica
Common Swallow H. rustica
Large Pied Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis
Yellow Wagtail M. flava
Grey Wagtail M. cinerea
Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi
Paddyfield Pipit A. rufulus
Tawny Pipit A. campestris
Blyth’s Pipit A. godlewskii
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus
White-bellied Minivet P. erythropygius
Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus
Red-vented Bulbul P. cafer
Yellow-throated Bulbul P. xantholaemus
White-browed Bulbul P. luteolus
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia
Jerdon’s Chloropsis Chloropsis cochinchinensis
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus
Bay-backed Shrike L. vittatus
Blue-headed Rock-Thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus
Blue Rock-Thrush M. solitarius
Pied Thrush Zoothera wardii
Orange-headed Thrush Z. citrina
Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis
Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata
Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata
Rufous-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra
Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense
Common Babbler Turdoides caudatus
Large Grey babbler T. malcolmi
White-headed Babbler T. affinis
Streaked Fantail-Warbler Cisticola juncidis
Franklin’s Prinia Prinia hodgsonii
Jungle Prinia P. sylvatica
Ashy Prinia P. socialis
Plain Prinia P. inornata
Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola
Blyth’s Reed-Warbler A. dumetorum
Indian Great Reed-Warbler A. stentoreus
Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius
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WV, C
R, B, C
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Table 1. Birds of Chamundi Hills (1996–2006)
Species
Status

Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea
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Species

Status

Species

Status

Large-billed Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris
Greenish Leaf-Warbler P. trochiloides
Common Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Orphean Warbler S. hortensis
Asian Brown flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica
Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi
Great Tit Parus major
Tickell’s Flowepecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos
Purple-rumped Sunbird Nectarinia zeylonica
Purple Sunbird N. asiatica
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus
Red Munia Amandava amandava
White-throated Munia Lonchura malabarica
Spotted Munia L. punctulata
House Sparrow Passer domesticus

WV,
WV,
WV,
WV,
WV,

Yellow-throated Sparrow Petronia xanthocollis
Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus
Grey-headed Starling Sturnus malabaricus
Brahminy Starling S. pagodarum
Rosy Starling S. roseus
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
Jungle Myna A. fuscus
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Black-naped Oriole O. chinensis
Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus
Ashy Drongo D. leucophaeus
White-bellied Drongo D. caerulescens
Bronzed Drongo D. aeneus
Indian Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda
House Crow Corvus splendens
Jungle Crow C. macrorhynchos

R, B, Ra
R, B, C
WV, Ra
WV, C
WV, C
R, B, A
R, B, A
WV, C
WV, Ra
WV, C
WV, Ra
R, B, Ra
WV, Ra

R,
R,
R,
R,
R,
R,
R,
R,
R,
R,

Ra
Ra
U
Ra
U

Ra
B, C
B, A
B, A
B, A
B, U
B, U
B, C
B, C
B, C

R, B, A
R, B, A

Abbreviations used in Table 1.
A=Abundant; B=Breeding; C=Common; R=Resident; Ra=Rare; SV=Summer visitor; U=Uncommon; V=Vagrant; WV=Winter visitor

Clement Francis

A blank in the ‘status’ column indicates that the species was recorded after this paper was submitted for publication.

Shaheen Falcon Falco peregrinus
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Avifauna of a waste disposal site
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iraj (16º50’N 74º45’E) is a small town in southern
Maharashtra (India). The Krishna River flows 3 km
south of Miraj. Part of the land around Miraj,
where lift irrigation is available, is under cultivation, the
chief crops being sugarcane, grapes, vegetables and
sorghum. Wastelands occupy the eastern sector with patches
of agriculture here and there.
Approximately 5 km away, on the eastern side, on the
Miraj–Arag road, an area of approximately 4.4 ha is allocated
as a waste disposal site. In 1968 the Miraj municipality built
eight oxidation ponds of 0.4 ha each, on this location (Fig. 1).
Since 1982 solid garbage is being dumped on the remaining
1.2 ha. Sewage water, after due processing, is utilised for
irrigation by nearby farms and the solid waste is composted
and auctioned to farmers annually.
The site is not a hospitable place. Garbage is seen all
around in heaps. The unpleasant smell of the decaying
material permeates everywhere. However, we found here
an abundance of birds and large congregations of migratory
waterfowl during winter months.
Avian diversity
We have been visiting this area since 1985. Over a period of
ten years, up to 1995, the place was visited repeatedly and a
checklist of 107 bird species seen in this small area was
compiled (Table 1) (Bhagwat 2002). The checklist is arranged
as per Manakadan & Pittie (2001).
A variety of bird species were noted throughout the
observation period. On an average, 20 species were sighted
during each visit. The number increased during winter
months and a maximum of 40 species was recorded on
26.x.1990. The bird population varied between the seasons.
Various species of migratory waterfowl were seen in winter.
Resident birds like Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus,
Black Kite Milvus migrans, Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa, and
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis were sighted all round
the year. Some locally migrant species, such as Cattle Egret
Bubulcus ibis and Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus
malabaricus, spend most of the time of the year here but leave
during breeding season. Long distance migrants such as
sandpipers, ducks, Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus, Ruff
Philomachus pugnax, Redshank Tringa totanus, Little Stint
Calidris minuta, wagtails, Black-eared Kite Milvus lineatus
arrived in winter in good numbers, and by summer return to
their nesting grounds.
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)

A raft of Lesser Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna javanica was
seen once in spring. They stayed for a few days and then
were gone. On rare occasions male Asian Paradise-Flycatcher
Terpsiphone paradisi, Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus
chirurgus, River Tern Sterna aurantia, Oriental White Ibis
Threskiornis melanocephalus, Grey Heron Ardea cinerea,
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica, and Pied Crested Cuckoo Clamator
jacobinus were observed. Birds of prey like Tawny Eagle
Aquila rapax and Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus were spotted
on one or two occasions. Indian White-backed Vulture Gyps
bengalensis, a critical species in World Red Data book, was
spotted in September 1993 and a flock of 22+ birds were
seen on 28.ii.1994.
On 5.i.1992, the bird population was at its peak with a
total count of 910+ birds. These included 220 Cattle Egret
Bubulcus ibis, 52 Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii, 128 Blackwinged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, 92 sandpipers, 20
Redshank and Greenshank T. nebularia, 70 Ruff, 32 Kentish
Plover Charadrius alexandrinus, 62 Little Stint, 94 Common
Teal A. crecca, 12 Northern Shoveller A. clypeata, 17 Fantail
Snipe Gallinago gallinago, 87 wagtails and 24 Black Drongo
besides other species in small numbers.

Fig. 1. A blueprint of the waste disposal site.
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Activities & behavior
The most common activity observed was feeding. Cattle Egret
fed on garbage heaps and in the grassy patches in oxidation
tanks when there was no water in the ponds. They were
often seen in loose flocks along with wagtails. The waders
and ducks confined themselves to the sewage tanks. One or
two tanks are quite shallow with profusely growing grass.
Flocks of waders like Ruff, Redshank, Black-winged Stilt
and sandpipers were commonly seen foraging in the shallow
marshy land of the tank.
Because so many birds were present in a small area,
obviously there was intense competition among and between
species for food. Sometimes worms dug out of garbage or mud
were pulled at or stolen by other birds (kleptoparasitism). This
behavior was common in sandpipers, especially, Ruff.
Sometimes Cattle Egret and wagtails also conflicted over food.
Another tank had 1.5m tall typha growing in places.
Along the margins, Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
and Little Stint indulged in activities such as feeding, chasing
each other, and quarreling amongst themselves over
territorial disputes. Black-winged Stilts along with the
sandpipers were also scattered in the tank. On the outer
grass margins in one patch, Common Snipe were seen
probing their long bills into the mud, picking up worms and
insects. Marsh Sandpipers were also identifiable among the
waders with their long neck and slender black bill.
Of the migratory ducks, Common Teal were often sighted
while Northern Shoveller, Northern Pintail and Spot-billed
Duck A. poecilorhyncha were occasional visitors. They fed on
the scattered floating vegetation along the inner margins of
the tanks. Black Ibis were seen on several occasions. A
solitary bird was a common sight but there were times when
flocks comprising up to 18 birds were noted. The Black Ibis
perched on acacia trees, picked their food on the bunds in
between the tanks or on the heaps of garbage, and preened
leisurely near small puddles of water.
Raptors like Black-eared Kite Milvus lineatus,
distinguishable with the black ear coverts, along with the
Black Kite M. migrans were also observed in large numbers
in loose kettles. They concentrated on the garbage dumping
area and rested on nearby trees. A Marsh Harrier Circus
aeruginosus pair frequently visited during winter. Hovering
in the air and searching for a meal, the birds constantly
disturbed the feeding flocks of waders.
Black-winged Stilts often bathed in full view, whereas a
lone White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus, like
a shy girl, bathed behind or close to the reed bed. Whitethroated Munia Lonchura malabarica perched on a branch
and allo-preened. Whenever there were disputes, whether it
was on account of territory or other causes, the sandpipers
assumed threat postures. Facing each other, the birds stood
erect, bills thrust forward and occasionally one would attack
the other. All these activities gave us new insights in the
lives of these birds.
Nesting and breeding
While it was a common sight to watch the maintenance
activities of the birds at this site such as feeding, preening,
etc, some other fascinating displays were observed as well.
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At the southern end was a small stream, with a profusion
of reeds, and grasses in it. A few acacia trees stood there,
their branches laden with tufts of golden-yellow flowers
hanging over the nullah. Baya Weavers Ploceus philippinus
constructed nests on them. Mornings were spent feeding,
preening, nest-building and in courtship display. This was
indeed a fascinating sight.
On 18.ix.1991, in tank number 2, 3 and 4, six nests of
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis were discovered. These
floating platforms were in the vicinity of half-submerged
grass blades. Interesting behavior of nest protection was
observed. When someone approached, even when 60–70m
away, the incubating bird got up, hurriedly picking up
nesting material lining the margin of the nest, and covered
the eggs with it, before entering the water. It then dived to
reappear far away from the nest. It swam, floated or
pretended to feed and waited patiently till the intruder left
the nesting area. Then it approached the nest, not directly,
but underwater, emerging close to it. This was repeated
several times till the bird almost reached the nest, when it
climbed atop, removed the covering straws and settled to
incubate. While one bird incubated, the other stood on guard
and warned of approaching intruders. Another pair was
seen with six chicks with yellowish-orange bill and white
and black stripes on the head and neck.
Around 09:00hrs on a pleasant July morning, one of us,
VBT, noted a flock of six Hoopoes Upupa epops anting. Some
of them were perched on a branch while others fed on the
ground. While feeding, a bird entered a shallow ditch and
squatted on the ground. It pulled its neck in, opened the bill
and pointed the bill and throat skywards. It stayed in this
position for several seconds and then got up and started
feeding again.
Edge effect
As mentioned earlier, the sewage and solid wastes in this area
are utilized by farming community in the vicinity. The northern
area, where solid garbage was dumped, also had the maximum
bird activity. Similarly along southern and western boundaries
of the tanks, avian activities were plentiful. These are the
important edge areas of the site that meet different habitats,
enhancing diversity (Chakravarthy 1993).
A great variety of insects, worms, mollusks, frogs, fishes
and rodents thrive on the garbage and sewage. Insectivorous
and piscivorous birds feed on this abundance and raptors
in turn predate them. Various species of trees such as Acacia
arabica, Pongamia pinnata, Parkinsonia acculeata, Azadiracta
indica, etc., scattered in this area serve as sheltering, perching,
nesting sites for several species, whereas sunbirds and other
birds feeding on nectar have abundant food supply during
flowering season.
Waste disposal & birds
Garbage dumps arise due to increased human activity in
urban areas. The concentration of garbage at one place by
civic authorities in towns and mega cities provides an ample
supply of food to diverse species of invertebrates, rats, cats,
dogs, jackals, sometimes primates and bears and a wide
variety of birds.
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In one study, over 15,000 individuals representing nine
different bird species frequented a dump in Florida (USA)
that was c150x200m in area (Slater 1986). The rubbish
available at dumps provides constant and dependable food
throughout the year.
Conclusion
No wonder then that such a variety of birds is seen in so
small an area. Some factors that seem to be responsible for
this are:
i.
Abundance of food supply of various types.
ii.
Availability of food all year round.
iii.
Minimal human interference.
iv.
Permanence of wet conditions in and around the
sewage tanks.
v.
Adequate vegetation around the site.
Certain species of migratory birds find ample food here,
whereas some resident species like Little Grebe, Large Pied
Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis, White-breasted Waterhen,
babblers, etc., nest in the area. It is interesting to note that
different species of birds occupying diverse ecological niches
thrive at a common feeding ground. Therefore garbage

dumps and/or waste disposal grounds could be used for
detailed ecological study, besides bird watching.
Another factor that needs careful attention is the location
of dumps. If it is away from a city, with a minimum human
movement, avian activity will be highest. The dump we
studied was one such site, being located 5km from Miraj.
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Table 1. Checklist of birds at waste disposal site in Miraj, Maharashtra
Species
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
Median Egret Mesophoyx intermedia
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis
Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii
Oriental White Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus
Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa
Lesser Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna javanica
Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha
Northern Shoveller A. clypeata
Northern Pintail A. acuta
Garganey A. querquedula
Common Teal A. crecca
Black shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus
Black Kite Milvus govinda
Black-eared Kite M. lineatus
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus
Indian white-backed Vulture Gyps bengalensis
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus
Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax
Painted Francolin Francolinus pictus
Grey Francolin F. pondicerianus
Rock Bush-Quail Perdicula argoondah
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus
Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus
Greater Painted-Snipe Rostratula benghalensis
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius
Kentish Plover C. alexandrinus
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus
Red-wattled Lapwing V. indicus
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago
Common Redshank Tringa tetanus
Common Greenshank T. nebularia
Marsh Sandpiper T. stagnatilis
Green Sandpiper T. ochropus
Wood Sandpiper T. glareola
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
Little Stint Calidris minuta
Ruff Philomachus pugnax
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus
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Status
LM
R
R
LM
R
R
LM
R
V
LM
MW
MW
MW
MW
R
R
MW
V
LM
MW
V
RM
R
R
R
V
LM
M
MW
R
R
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
LM

Occurrence

Note

C
A
O
O
A
A
S
C
1
O
S
S
C
C
O
C
C
S
S
C
S
O
C
C
A
S
1
C
C
C
A
O
O
O
O
O
C
C
C
A
A

B+

(NT)

B+

(CR)

B+

B+
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Species
Indian River Tern Sterna aurantia
Blue Rock Pigeon Columba livia
Little Brown Dove Streptopelia senegalensis
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri
Pied Crested Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis
Spotted Owlet Athene brama
Common Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus
House Swift Apus affinis
Small Blue Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
Lesser Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis
Small Bee-eater Merops orientalis
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis
Common Hoopoe Upupa epops
Hornbill, Indian Grey Ocyceros birostris
Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix grisea
Rufous-tailed Finch-Lark Ammomanes phoenicurus
Common Swallow Hirundo rustica
Wire-tailed Swallow H. smithii
Red-rumped Swallow H. daurica
White Wagtail Motacilla alba
Large Pied Wagtail M. maderaspatensis
Yellow Wagtail M. flava
Black-headed yellow Wagtail M. f. melanogrisea
Grey Wagtail M. cinerea
Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia
Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus
Rufous backed Shrike Lanius schach
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica
Oriental Magpie-Rabin Copsychus saularis
Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicata
Common Stonechat Saxicola torquata
Pied Bushchat S. caprata
Yellow-eyed Babbler Chrysomma sinense
Common Babbler Turdoides caudatus
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis
Indian Great Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
Greenish Leaf-Warbler P. trochiloides
Common Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca
Orphean Warbler S. hortensis
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher M. ruficauda
Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula parva
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradise
White-throated Fantail-Flycatcher Rhipidura albicollis
Great Tit Parus major
Purple-rumped Sunbird Nectarinia zeylonica
Purple Sunbird N. asiatica
Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus
Red Munia Amandava amandava
White-throated Munia Lonchura malabarica
Spotted Munia L. punctulata
Black-headed Munia L. malacca
House Sparrow Passer domesticus
Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus
Brahminy Starling Sturnus pagodarum
Rosy Starling S. roseus
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus
House Crow Corvus splendens
Jungle Crow C. macrorhynchos

Status

Occurrence

V
R
R
R
MS
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
MS
R
R
R
R
R
R
M
MW
R
MW
MW
MW
R
R
R
R
LM
MW
R
R
MW
R
R
R
R
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
MW
V
R
R
R
R
MW
R
R
R
R
R
R
R
MW
R
LM
R
R
R

S
C
C
C
S
A
O
O
A
C
C
C
A
C
A
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
O
S
A
A
O
C
C
O
C
A
C
C
C
C
A
O
C
O
O
O
O
O
O
1
C
C
A
A
O
C
A
C
C
A
A
A
C
A
O
A
A
A

Note

B+

B+
B+

B+
B+

N

B+
B+

N
B+

N

B+

B+

B+

B+

Abbreviations used in the table:
Status: R=Resident; M=Migratory (W=winter season, S=summer season); LM=Locally migratory; V=Vagrant (stray records).
Occurrence: A=Abundant, very common, seen all round the year in good numbers. C=Relatively common, seen most of the time.
O=Occasionally seen, not commonly sighted; S=Scarce, Uncommon, rarely seen. 1=One record only.
Note: B+=Breeding; N=Nesting; NT=Near Threatened; CR=Critical (BirdLife International 2001).
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Introduction
part of the country. The Kori creek borders the sanctuary on
The Pied Tit Parus nuchalis is endemic to India, with a widely the north-west and mangrove forest on the west. There are
disjunctive distribution in the western and southern parts no prominent land features on the eastern, northern and
of the country (Ali & Ripley 1987). In western India, it is southern sides. The north-eastern part is undulating,
recorded from northern Gujarat (including Kachchh district) interspersed with small hill ranges, extending in an east–
and central and south-central Rajasthan (Ali & Ripley 1987). west direction. The north-western and western parts are flat,
The Pied Tit is largely
gently sloping towards
confined to secondary
the Arabian Sea. This
forest, especially thorny
sanctuary harbours the
scrub-forest, and its
last remnants of the true
description is given
thorn forests, comprising
elsewhere (Ali & Ripley
stands of Acacia nilotica,
1987; Tiwari & Rahmani
A. senegal, Salvadora
1996). Concern over the
oleoides and S. persica
status of this species has
with Euphorbia nivulia,
recently increased, as
Capparis decidua and
BirdLife International
Zizyphus nummularia
(2001) has given it the
shrubs interspersed with
status: ‘vulnerable’.
grass patches. Some of
Hussain et al. (1992) and
the areas are encroached
Tiwari & Rahmani
and dominated by the
(1996) reported its status
exotic Prosopis juliflora.
for some parts of Gujarat
The climate is arid and
Pied
Tit
Parus
nuchalis
and concluded that the
temperatures range from
population has declined
due to habitat loss and a lack of nest-hole availability. An 10ºC–40ºC. A few ephemeral rivers and rivulets drain the
attempt was made to assess its status in the Narayan Sarovar sanctuary. Rainfall is scarce and erratic.
There were 56 villages inside the sanctuary before deSanctuary, Gujarat, India. Despite having high ecological
value, huge deposits of economically valuable minerals in notification. Now there are 32. The total human population
the Narayan Sarovar Sanctuary forced the state government residing within the sanctuary is 11,200 (1991 census),
of Gujarat to reduce the sanctuary’s area, for industrial alongwith 14,400 head of livestock (1992 census).
development, from 765.79km2 to a mere 444.23km2. Hence,
To carry out a systematic survey, the old sanctuary
the present study was carried out between August and boundaries (before de-notification) were superimposed on a
December 1998 to highlight the ecological importance of the 1: 50,000 Survey of India topographical map of the area,
Narayan Sarovar Sanctuary and the areas de-notified for which was divided into 5x5 km grids. About 40 such grids
industrial purposes.
fell within the sanctuary limits. These grids were further
subdivided into 1x1km sub-grids. Due to constraints in time
Study area
Narayan Sarovar Sanctuary (23º27’–23º42’N 68º30’– and manpower it was decided that at least ten percent of the
68º57’E) is located in Kachchh district, in the western-most area would be surveyed. 76 grids were selected, on lot basis,
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Table 1. Details of sightings of Pied Tit in
Narayan Sarovar Sanctuary
Grid No.
2H08
3H21
3F24
3D01
4A08
4G22
5G04
6A20
6F02

Number of
Pied Tits

Species
richness

4
1
2
2
2
2
1
2
4

20
19
32
30
*
*
14
33
25

Abundance
201
83
339
169
*
*
93
459
265

* = Not recorded.

for the study. Care was taken to select at least one sub-grid
in each large grid so that the entire sanctuary would be
spatially and uniformly represented.
As the distribution of Pied Tit is reportedly patchy (Tiwari
& Rahmani 1996), it was decided to perambulate the grids
to locate the species rather than use existing census methods.
Perambulation was done in such a way that a minimum of
micro-habitats and birds would be missed from our
observation. Similarly, caution was taken to avoid repetition.
The time taken for perambulating a grid varied from 01:20–
01:40hrs depending on the terrain. During perambulation
the number of micro-habitats encountered, the number of
bird species seen, and their abundance, were recorded. Once
a Pied Tit was spotted, the time, micro-habitat, number of
individuals and their activity were noted, after which one of
us tried to follow the bird while the remaining continued
their perambulation. A Pied Tit was followed and its
behaviour recorded till it disappeared from sight. No census
was done in extreme weather.
Status
A total of 16 Pied Tits were sighted in seven of the 76 subgrids perambulated during the survey (Table 1; Fig. 1). In
addition, two pairs were sighted in grids that were not
selected for the survey. These birds were recorded while
returning after surveying other grids and hence no data was
collected on species richness and abundance of birds from
those grids. Except on two occassions, Pied Tits were largely
sighted in solitary pairs. They were seen in grids with high
bird species richness, which ranged from 14–33. No
statistically significant association of the Pied Tit with other
avian species—Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpecker
Dendrocopos mahrattensis r= –0.37; Rose-ringed Parakeet
Psittacula krameri r= –0.09; Yellow-throated Sparrow Petronia
xanthocollis r= –0.07; Hoopoe Upupa epops r= –0.41; Common
Myna Acricotheres tristis r= 0.11; and Brahminy Starling
Sturnus pagodarum r=0.1; N=9, p=0.05—was evident during
this study. Only once was it seen in a mixed foraging flock.
Tiwari & Rahmani (1996) reported that Pied Tits preferred
scrub forest, consisting of A. leucophloea, A. nilotica, P. cinerarea,
Ziziphus jujuba, C. aphyla, S. oleoides, S. persica and Grewia
tenax. The present study indicates that they were distributed
patchily and in low numbers in the Narayan Sarovar
Sanctuary and sighted mainly in large Acacia / Prosopis /
Salvadora patches along dry river-beds / nullahs (Table 2).
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We tested this preference of theirs in the field and invariably
found Pied Tits.
Behaviour
The Pied Tit was not as shy as reported by Tiwari & Rahmani
(1996) as we could approach it as close as 1–2m when it fed
on fruits of C. decidua. Interestingly, we found it difficult to
approach closer when it gleaned insects from bark / twigs /
leaves, as it moves quickly between branches and trees. It
may be a feeding strategy rather then shyness. Insects and
fruits comprised its diet as reported by Tiwari & Rahmani
(1996). Of the 65 foraging records, gleaning (60, 92%) was
more frequent than other forms of feeding like fruit
exploitation (3, 5%) and leaf tearing (2, 3%). Although the
bird was observed feeding on fruits of C. decidua, it is not
clear whether it fed on the fruit or on insects present inside
it. Twigs (n=32, 49%) were gleaned more often than leaves
(n=28, 43%). Twig-gleaning was performed on A. nilotica, A.
senegal, P. juliflora and P. cineraria, while leaf-gleaning on S.
oleoides and S. persica. This may be a strategy the Pied Tits
adopt to efficiently adjust to the architecture of the plants.
Although Gokula (1998) reported leaf-tearing as a
predominant foraging method in the Great Tit P. major, it
was used less frequently by Pied Tits. One of the Pied Tits,
while foraging, moved up to a distance of about 700m from
the place where it was first sighted.
Although the Pied Tit is vocal, it very often gives a break
while actively calling. Apart from the calls described by
Tiwari & Rahmani (1996), it also gave a call similar to that of
a Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica, which was heard twice
during the survey.
Association with other species
Tiwari & Rahmani (1996) reported that this species is
associated with dead and decaying trees, where it roosts
and nests in holes made originally by Yellow-fronted Pied
Woodpeckers. But in the present study no such association
was evident between tits and snags / woodpecker (Table 3).
Of the eight grids, Yellow-fronted Pied Woodpeckers were
found in only two grids. Similarly, no statistically significant
Table 2. Habitat details of the grids where
Pied Tits were sighted
Grid No.
6A20

Number of
micro-habitats
4

5G04
6F02

1
3

3H21

2

2H08
4A08
4G22
3F24

2
1
1
4

3D01

4

Micro habitats
A. senegal patch, fallowland, C. decidua
with openland, Riverine patch*
A. nilotica patch*
Grassland, Riverine (A. nilotica
dominated) patch*, fallowland
A. nilotica, A. senegal and E. nivulia
patch*
P. juliflora patch*, fallow-land
A. nilotica patch*
Riverine patch (Acacia spp. dominated)
Fallowland, E. nivulia patch, P. juliflora
patch, Riverine patch (P. juliflora
dominated)
Riverine (P. juliflora and A. nilotica
dominated)*, A. nilotica and E. niluvia
patch, A. senegal patch, waterbody

* = Patch where Pied Tit was sighted
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Table 3. Species richness and abundance of cavity nesters recorded in the grids where tit was sighted
Grid No.

Species richness

6A20

3

5G04
6F02
3H21
2H08
4G22
4A08
3F24

1
0
1
0
*
*
3

3D01

4

Name of the bird species

Abundance

Yellowfronted Pied Woodpecker
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Yellow-throated Sparrow
Yellowfronted Pied Woodpecker
Nil
Hoopoe
Nil
*
*
Rose-ringed parakeet
Common Myna
Brahminy Starling
Brahminy Starling
Rose-ringed Parakeet
Common Myna
Spotted Owlet Athene brama

1
13
4
1
1
*
*
65
4
2
4
1
6
1

* = Not recorded

association was found even between Pied Tits and cavitynesters. It can be speculated that the Pied Tit shows a strong
association with a micro-habitat rather than bird species /
snags in non-breeding season, at least in this sanctuary.
Conservation measures
The long-term survival of this species depends purely on
the continued availability of its preferred habitats as
mentioned above. A majority of such habitats have recently
been converted into agricultural lands. Further, denotification of the sanctuary by the government of Gujarat

has enhanced this practice of change of land use. Hence
immediate attention is required to protect these habitats from
further degradation. Further monitoring and ecological
studies of the species are a pressing need to save it from
local extinction.
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aiganj Bird Sanctuary (25°58’N 87°53’E), located in
the Uttar Dinajpur district of West Bengal (http://
uttardinajpur.gov.in/), was officially designated a
‘Bird Sanctuary’ in 1985. It lies 4 km north of Raiganj town
and is known for its large breeding population of Asian
Openbill-Storks Anastomus oscitans. The breeding colony of
Asian Openbill-Storks here is estimated among the top ten
heronries of India in terms of number of nests (Subramanya
1996) and is recognized as an Important Bird Area (Islam &
Rahmani 2004). The bird sanctuary is popularly known as
“Kulik Bird Sanctuary” because the Kulik River flows on
the periphery of the sanctuary and acts as its eastern and
southern boundaries.
There is little published literature on the wildlife of this
protected area, with few researchers having worked on its
birds (Shahi 1983; Datta & Pal 1990, 1993; Sharma 1998,
2001, 2004, 2007a, 2007b; Jha 2006). The sanctuary has a
high diversity of birds with 164 species already identified
(Sharma 2007a).
The Raiganj Bird Sanctuary is a mixed breeding heronry
of various species of waterbirds including Little Cormorant
Phalacrocorax niger, Indian Shag P. fuscicillis, Black-crowned
Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax, Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis,
Little Egret Egretta garzetta, Large Egret Casmerodius albus,
Median Egret Mesophoyx intermedia and Pond Heron Ardeola
grayii, alongside a very large number of breeding Asian
Openbill-Storks. The heronry has been active at least since
1984 (personal observations). This is now an annually active
heronry and established as the largest Asian Openbill-Stork
heronry in India. Most of this nesting activity occurs between
July–December, and 30,000–40,000 individuals breed in this
heronry (Sharma 2001, 2007a, 2007b).
The heronry is an artificial plantation created by the social
forestry program of West Bengal Forest Department, which
began its planting activities in the 1970s. The principal tree
species in the sanctuary are kadam Anthocephalus cadamba,
jarul Lagerstroemia flosreginae, sisoo Dalbergia sisoo and
eucalyptus Eucalyptus spp. (personal observations). The
region’s vegetation is classified as Tropical Dry Deciduous
Forest (Champion & Seth 1968). The area of the sanctuary is
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1.30 km2 in which 0.14 km2 and 1.16 km2 are designated as
the core and buffer areas respectively. The sanctuary is ‘U’shaped and includes a network of irrigation canals
connected with Kulik River. There is also a small island in
the core area of the sanctuary, which has mainly Eucalyptus
sp., trees and is a creation of the irrigation canals. The island
is the main breeding ground for Asian Openbill-Storks. The
birds breed on 656 trees within the protected area. However,
they also breed outside, on trees along NH34 and in several
backyard gardens adjacent to the sanctuary (Table 2). During
the monsoon (seasonal rainfall: July–October) the river’s
waters enter the sanctuary, carrying with them a wide variety
of food for the birds, including the Apple Snail Pila globosa,
which is the main food of Asian Openbill-Storks.
Asian Openbill-Storks start flocking into Raiganj Bird
Sanctuary with the arrival of monsoon (generally July) and
stay up to January. In the first phase, a group of birds arrives
and inspects the area and selects nesting trees. In late July or
early August, the majority of the breeding flock arrives and
commences nest-building activities in the trees. Competition
for selection of nesting trees and nest building is high in this
heronry. The density of nesting pairs is very high and
frequently spills outside the sanctuary to the trees alongside
NH34, and even to trees in nearby gardens. Asian OpenbillStorks frequently nest alongside other species in the heronry.
In this heronry, clutch sizes of the Asian Openbill-Storks
averages four, with two chicks fledging from each successful
nest (Sharma 2001). During this time, predation of eggs by
Jungle Crows Corvus macrorhynchos is a common occurrence.
The incubation period varies between 30–40 days. The storks
allow close observation of the nests, and fallen chicks are
often tamed by the local people, and are a common sight
each year (Sharma 1998).
In October, adults’ training unfledged juveniles is the
predominant activity of the heronry. Adults frequently shade
the young birds from the sun with their wings. Often on
winter mornings, juveniles are found facing the sun and
drying their outspread wings that may have collected dew
or moisture off the foliage, at night. However, further
observation is required to confirm this behaviour. During
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this phase of their life, I have observed (and have been
informed by villagers) that a large number of juveniles fall
down from the nest and are killed by village dogs, jackals
Canis aureus, jungle cats Felis chaus and monitor lizards
Varanus sp. Some juveniles that fall from the nests, are fed on
the ground by the adults for a few days, but usually are
abandoned and die. A large number of Asian Openbill-Stork
chicks die in this manner, though exact numbers are not
available. At the end of December most Openbill-Storks leave
the sanctuary, with a few thousand staying within, until
January. While robust estimates of Asian Openbill-Stork
populations are not available, crude estimates based on
counts are presented here (Table 1). The population appears
to fluctuate between 20,000–56,000 birds annually. Better
estimates of populations, and reasons for the fluctuations of
numbers need to be determined. Crude counts are also
available of the number of birds that breed immediately
around the Raiganj Bird Sanctuary (Table 2).
Descriptive accounts of numbers of Asian OpenbillStorks in Raiganj Bird Sanctuary is available from the year
1984, the year before it was notified as a wildlife sanctuary.
At the beginning of the year 1984 excess of 22,300 birds were
counted by the Forest Department. Up to the year 1992, it
appeared that the breeding population increased to more
than two times the population in 1984. In 1993 the breeding
population of Asian Openbill-Storks reduced drastically to
nearly half due to heavy rains and subsequent flooding in
the sanctuary. The population then steadily increased
stabilizing to 30,000 - 40,000 breeding birds. Such
fluctuations of the population of Asian Openbill-Storks in
the Raiganj Bird Sanctuary are a common phenomenon and
have been documented earlier (Sridhar 2004). Crude estimates
of birds dying due to natural flooding and heavy rains have
been collected (Anon 2005, Sharma 2001, Sridhar 2004) and
are presented in Table 3. Due to conservation efforts between
the years 2000–2006 the population of Asian OpenbillStorks in the Raiganj Bird Sanctuary increased and stabilized
to 40,000–50,000 breeding birds in spite of a large number of
weather-related mortalities in 2006.
The Asian Openbill-Stork has an estimated global
distribution over 1,000,000–10,000,000km². Its estimated
global population is 1,30,000 (Wetlands International 2002).
Global population trends are not known, but the species is
not believed to approach the thresholds for the population
decline criterion of the IUCN Red List (i.e., declining more
than 30% in ten years or three generations). For these reasons,
the species is evaluated as of ‘Least Concern’ (BirdLife
International 2007). This species is native of and breeds in
Bangladesh, India, Bhutan, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam,
Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka (BirdLife
International 2007).
The total breeding population of Asian Openbill-Storks
in the South Asia is more than 1,25,000 and the 1% threshold
population is 1,250 individuals (Wetlands International
2002). The small Raiganj Bird Sanctuary regularly supports
32%–40% of the Asian Openbill-Stork’s South Asia
population—making it globally significant for the species.
It is still not known why such a large number of Asian
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)

Openbill-Storks breed in the small Raiganj Bird Sanctuary,
which is subject to several forms of human disturbances.
Birds could be exhibiting a high degree of philopatry (the
tendency of a migrating animal to return to a specific location
in order to breed or feed), which requires study by marking
individual birds. Additionally, the region is a flood plain
with plenty of rice paddies, dotted with many large water
bodies, riverine beds and marshy areas that are full of their
main food, Apple Snail Pila globosa.
Threats to the Asian Openbill-Storks are poaching of
chicks and eggs, especially in the nests outside the sanctuary
and along the national highway (Datta & Pal 1993; Sharma
2001; Jha 2006). People dislike the foul smell of the birds’
droppings, in their gardens, and do not support their
protection. Despite the high numbers of Asian OpenbillStorks in the Raiganj Bird Sanctuary, the threats to eggs,
chicks and nests are growing, and the risk of large-scale
deaths and reduced breeding success due to uncontrollable,
natural or stochastic factors is very high. The sanctuary will
benefit in the long run from robust counting techniques to
enumerate annually, its heronry-nesting species.
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Table 1. Crude estimates of breeding
Asian Openbill-Storks in the
Raiganj Bird Sanctuary during 1984–2006.
Year

Population

1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995

Year

22,300
24,200
28,800
36,100
37,800
40,000
39,800
41,500
47,000
21,600
36,800
20,900

Population

1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

36,400
39,900
37,700
31,000
46,800
56,200
49,400
54,300
53,500
51,500
40,100

Table 2. Crude estimates of breeding
Asian Openbill-Storks outside
the Raiganj Bird Sanctuary during 2002–2006.
Year
Population

2002
1,680

2003
1,920

2004
2,020

2005
1,450

2006
1,130

Table 3. Crude estimates of Asian Openbill-Storks
killed during storms / floods in the Raiganj Bird
Sanctuary during 2002–2006.
Year

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

Population

2,870

2,640

3,290

1,750

3,360
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Madras1
House Crows Corvus splendens
Hearing the caws of House Crows Corvus splendens in the
middle of the night is not unusual in Besant Nagar. There is
a large roost of these birds here, and for reasons unknown
they do fly about and call at odd times when it is dark. Thus
one gets used to their sounds as a part of the nightscape and
loses little sleep when they call. But one does read about
unusual behaviour of birds before earthquakes and there
have been at least three tremors in the last few years in Madras.
The calling of crows at night is somewhat unsettling now.
There lives in Besant Nagar a House Crow that is brown
in colour. I first saw him in October 2003. He was flying in
the distance then, and his jizz was that of a Brahminy Kite
Haliastur indus more than that of a House Crow. This was
because he had a very white neck and was everywhere else
brown with a tinge of red. He continues to be seen on and off
in the area. I even saw him once last month. Over the years
his plumage has acquired a somewhat washed out
appearance, and he is not quite as striking as he was in the
beginning.
The crows here enjoy kolam, the patterns of dots and lines
traced every morning at the entrance of houses in southern
India. They appreciate the kolam not as connoisseurs of art
but as gourmets! A crow tilting its head and gathering the
white powder off the ground is a familiar sight. I used to
think this was a peculiar preference of Madras crows, not
having seen these birds indulging in this activity anywhere
else, but last year I saw a crow consuming kolam powder at
Rishi Valley (Chittoor district, Andhra Pradesh). Maybe this
is a common habit. I believe that while a traditional kolam is
drawn using a paste of rice flour, the commercially sold kolam
powder (by door-to-door bicycle salesmen) has a mineral
ingredient, possibly limestone.
School drop-outs
My children’s school is located in a beautiful campus with
many trees. They cannot resist bringing home chicks that
appear to have been abandoned by their parents after a
premature flight out of their nest—in spite of my advice to
leave them alone. We found it relatively easy to send back to
the school a huge Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchos they
brought once, but we could not harden ourselves when the
Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica chick arrived. This tiny
bird would perch on a window and make cheeping sounds
1
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to indicate that it was hungry. We wished to feed it on honey,
but the ink filler was far too large a device to use as a feeding
bottle. So we gave the chick crumbs of bread soaked in honey.
We determined the correct size of the crumbs after some
experimentation. A feed consisted of just one or two of these
crumbs!
Occasionally the sunbird chick would decide that it
wished to go to the opposite window and it would set off, its
rapidly working wings a blur, progressing across the room
like an animated dot. Against all odds, it survived.
Eventually we could not stand the worry of rearing it and
being responsible for its welfare. We took it back to school to
release it after three days. Happily and unbelievably, three
sunbirds, presumably the parents and a sibling, were
attracted to it by its calls soon after we placed it on the creeper
where the nest was built. The entire family moved higher
up. There was much excitement among them; what was a
little disconcerting was the fact that the father appeared to
be pecking the chick when they disappeared from view.
The Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri named Polly
alias Pauli was not so easy to return to the ‘wild’. We tried
releasing her four times in the campus. Each time she had to
be brought back because it was evident that she was
incapable of sustained flight and possibly of finding her
own food. Besides, the crows were quick to see that she was
not tuned to the ways of the world and took an unhealthy
interest in her. In fact, she was quite traumatised once when
a crow tried to catch her. On our last attempt to release her,
she actually spent an entire day in the campus before my
daughter found her being harassed by crows again. Then
Polly a.k.a. Pauli spent many days in our house recovering
from these distressing experiences. She exhibited strange
food preferences and would eat nothing but grapes in the
beginning. Then we discovered that she liked tender leaves.
She would nibble at most leaves but was particularly fond
of coriander. Her interest in seeds was only mild, which I
thought was surprising for a parrot. What she really relished
was bananas. One could rightly say that Polly, otherwise
known as Pauli, went bananas over bananas. If she saw one
of us approaching her with a banana in hand, she would
take off from her perch and land on us, getting a firm but
painful grip on our person. She went into raptures eating
the banana.
Then one day Polly, also known as Pauli, flew out of our
house and never returned. She had been a little strange in
her behaviour the last two days. She had not been her usual
friendly self, snapping at us if we approached her, but we
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had put this down to her individualistic nature. Little did
we suspect that she was plotting her getaway. We all missed
her for a long time and hoped that she was faring well
wherever she was.
The curious thing about the Rose-ringed Parakeet named
Polly (whose assumed name was Pauli) was that her lower
mandible was red, not black as would be expected of a
member of the southern Indian subspecies, P. k. manillensis.
Maybe she was born to parents of the northern Indian race
P. k. borealis. Maybe they too were escapees.
One of the most unexpected bird events here was the flight
into our house once of a Red-winged Crested Cuckoo Clamator
coromandus. This bird flew in suddenly through a balcony,
possibly chased by crows. We did not have any time to react.
Just as quickly as it had flown in, it flew out and disappeared.
We have seen these cuckoos briefly on a couple of other
occasions in ‘winter’ in the neighbourhood. They seem to be
regular visitors, leading a discrete life in the neighbourhood.
Madurai
In May this year, the list of birds I saw from my house in the
centre of the city had 13 species—14 including the Jungle
Crow, of which I am not sure. Even in the early 1990s, the
bird diversity was limited, with the appearance of species
such as the Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava, Blue-tailed Beeeater Merops philippinus and Grey-headed Myna Sturnia
malabarica from November to February very welcome to the
birdwatcher anchored here.
But I thought I perceived differences in the composition
of the bird life of then and the present. Black-headed Mynas
Sturnus pagodarum used to come regularly to my television
antenna then. Red-vented Bulbuls Pycnonotus cafer sat on it
occasionally. Spotted Owlets Athene brama and Barn Owls
Tyto alba startled us with their calls in the night. All these
birds seem to have disappeared. I wonder why. In a built-up
area like the middle of Madurai, I suppose the cutting down
of even one tree—say one favoured by Coppersmith Barbets
Megalaima haemacephala—could mean the local ‘extinction’
of a species. The House Swift Apus affinis lives in the
Meenakshiamman Temple and possibly in the Tirumalai
Naicker Palace. One can imagine that painting and
maintenance work undertaken at these locations in the
breeding season could be disastrous for them.
I am reminded of an idea called the shifting baseline
syndrome. This is a concept introduced in the marine
fisheries context. Scientists and managers of each generation
treat as the baseline the fish population sizes and the
conditions prevailing in marine systems that they observed
early in their careers. They proceed to document changes
over the next 30 years or so. The next generation of scientists
and managers does the same without considering the
documentation of the previous generation. As a result, the
baseline shifts gradually. What birds were there in Madurai
just before I started observing them? A century earlier? In
prehistoric times?
If I am asked to name the commonest bird of the Madurai
sky now, I have no doubts about my answer: it is the Blue
Rock Pigeon Columba livia, which seems to be doing well. It
was not so 10–15 years ago. The House Sparrow Passer
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domesticus was a common species then, but perhaps there
was no single species that I could identify as the most
abundant. The status of the Blue Rock Pigeon has certainly
changed significantly.
In July, least expecting anything out of the ordinary, I looked
skyward. A large falcon with a short tail and brick-red
plumage was flying across powerfully and purposefully! This
was not a Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus, and so I suppose
it was a Shaheen Falcon F. peregrinus. The only other time I
have seen falcons in the city was more than 15 years ago,
when a pair of Laggars F. jugger stayed here for a few days.
Kodaikanal and the Palni Hills
Early this year, I compiled a list of the birds of the Palni Hills
(Sathasivam 2006). One would imagine that the bird life of
these hills is well documented. Presumably, many
birdwatchers have been visiting this region over many years.
However, surveying the bird list, one is struck by the gross
disproportionateness of the number of records for the various
species and by the limited number of records for all of them.
Innumerable questions arise in one’s mind regarding the
distribution and status of most species.
Curious anomalies are seen in the distribution of birds in
the Palnis, compared with other areas of the Western Ghats.
For example, there are no records of the White-headed Myna
S. blythii at all, though this is a common species in parts of
the Western Ghats such as Periyar Tiger Sanctuary and
Topslip. Dr S. Balachandran, of the Bombay Natural History
Society, has concluded recently a three-year study of the birds
of the Palnis. He discusses in his report these anomalies. Dr
Balachandran points out that whereas there are curious
absences, a number of endemics are abundant in the Palnis.
In a discussion I had with him, he told me that birds such as
the Grey-headed Bulbul P. priocephalus and the White-bellied
Blue Flycatcher Cyornis pallipes, endemics that are not
common in most places of the Western Ghats, are common
in certain parts of the Palnis.
Every ‘trip list’ received in response to my request for
records (from Andrew Robertson, V. Santharam and
Aasheesh Pittie) was valuable in this context. I regret that I
did not maintain regular notes myself when I lived in
Kodaikanal during 1997–1999.
The one record of that period that struck me even then as
possibly of significance was the emergence of a Black Bittern
Ixobrychus flavicollis from reeds at Berijam Lake in February
1998. The Handbook (Ali & Ripley 1987) says that this bird
‘affects reedy inland swamps and overgrown seepage
nullahs in jungle, mostly in the low country, but also suitable
marshes up to c. 1200 metres in the hills’. Berijam is located
at 2,100m, so this record is notable. Fairbank (1877) found a
Black Bittern on two occasions at an unspecified location
‘below Vilpati’, which is at 1,980m.
Another interesting discovery, which I made in June 1999,
was of a Black-and-Orange Flycatcher’s Ficedula nigrorufa
nest. This nest was constructed in a pine tree in Kodaikanal
at a little above the height of a human’s head. But the tree
itself was situated on the edge of a steep embankment, and
the nest was positioned facing the embankment side, so that
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distinct from ‘Kodaikanal lake’, the location provided by
them for the Pond Heron Ardeola grayii in their list]. I hope
that the Dabchick has returned ‘for ever’. The birds I saw
were in breeding plumage, which is perhaps reason for cheer.
There is a wire fence in good repair all around the lake now,
designed to keep humans and other animals on the road
away from the water no doubt, which must be affording
protection to the grebes.
It was at the lake again that I found a kingfisher sitting in
a boathouse. It was very tolerant of my approach. I could
observe its features clearly even without binoculars. It was a
Small Blue Kingfisher Alcedo atthis in all respects except for
one curious aspect: its lower mandible was orange—was
this the ‘gape and base of lower mandible pale salmon
reddish in female and immature male’ referred to by the
Handbook?

Black-and-Orange Flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa

the effective height of the nest was considerable. The
Handbook indicates that this flycatcher usually builds its nest
closer to the ground. Nest building by this species in pine
trees has not been reported in the literature.
Working on the bird list has made me more alert to
potentially important records on subsequent visits to
Kodaikanal and the Palnis. In May 2003, I noted a Whitebreasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus at the water’s edge
at Kodaikanal Lake. I have never seen or heard this bird in
this area or even this altitude previously though I have spent
considerable time in the vicinity of the lake.
In January 2005, I visited Kilavarai, which is a village
beyond Mannavanur, about 35km from Kodaikanal. There
one evening I came upon a large brown owl by the side of a
stream. The bird quickly took to the wing and disappeared.
I suspect it was a Brown Fish-Owl Ketupa zeylonensis, of
which there are no recent records (after the 1950s) from the
higher elevations of the Palnis.
The next morning I heard a curious flow of calls and
traced them to a Rufous-backed Shrike Lanius schach. This
shrike had Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii and Black-andOrange Flycatcher imitations in its repertoire.
This year in May I was delighted to see at least a pair of
Dabchicks Tachybaptus ruficollis at Kodaikanal Lake. This
species was noted by Fairbank (1877) and Terry (1887) in
the 19th century as living in the lake and nesting there; but
subsequent birdwatchers do not mention it though they have
reported it from other high-elevation water bodies, at Berijam
and Mannavanur, since the 1980s. Recently, Stewart and
Balcar (2002) recorded it from ‘Kodaikanal reservoir’ [as
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Gujarat
I was in Gandhinagar in June for a symposium. I had no
time to go on a birdwatching trip though I would have greatly
enjoyed doing so. Nevertheless, the birds are quite difficult
to avoid here! They seem to be abundant, and it was a pleasure
to observe the legendary lack of fear of man of the birds of
Gujarat. Even without trying, I saw or heard close to 40
species in three days.
One knows one is in a ‘different land’ when the babbler
in the garden is a Large Grey Babbler Turdoides malcolmi or a
Jungle Babbler T. striata and not the White-headed Babbler
T. affinis one is used to. Similarly, the dove you hear is the
Little Brown Dove Streptopelia senegalensis and not the Spotted
Dove S. chinensis.
A pair of smoky brown swallows was commencing the
construction of a nest in the TRC Hostel. Little pieces of mud
had fallen on the freshly swept floor below. The birds were
whitish below, and a pair of white spots was clearly visible
in their tail when they spread it as they turned in flight. It is
intriguing to think that these were Crag Martins because it
was the ‘wrong season’ for them here. Crag Martins are
known to nest in the Himalaya.
I wrote to Mr Lavkumar Khachar about the martins. He
suggested that they were Dusky Crag Martins Hirundo
concolor. I have seen Dusky Crag Martins in southern India.
In the Palnis and at Munnar, they are much darker than
the birds I saw in Gujarat. I hope that someone can verify
what species was nesting at the TRC Hostel in
Gandhinagar.
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excellent view of the Palani River. You cannot see the
bungalow until you have gained the last stretch of the road.
An electric fence protects it from Asian elephants Elephas
maximus. A small herd came in the early morning just outside
the fence. Unaware of their presence, the driver started the
jeep and fled. Owing to the presence of elephant you cannot
trek. When you go outside the periphery of the FRH a guide
is mandatory. He knows the safe spots to step out of the
vehicle and bird-watch on foot. He took us to a place where
there was a small stream and a patch of jungle. The place
wasn’t bad for bird watching but the lurking fear of elephants
made us uneasy. In the circumstances, we could not go bird
watching as much we wanted.
A flock of Pin-tailed Green-Pigeon Treron apicauda, from
lower elevations, flew up in an arc and alighted in one of the

Dhritiman Mukherjee

Halduparao: 13–15.iv.2005
More often than not people have asked us, since we first
visited Rathuadhab in 1998, if we had been to Halduparao
(57km from Kotdwar via Vasantvasa Gate) because, they said,
it was one of the places that would interest birdwatchers
and nature-lovers. After much planning we finally made it
in April 2005. It is indeed a place worth visiting. It is 9km
from Vasantvasa Gate and en route to the forest rest house
(FRH) you ford the Palani River thrice. Therefore, select a
sturdy vehicle. You have to carry provisions—and the
chowkidar prepares your meals. The chowkidar and the
other staff were very helpful and extended all cooperation to
make our stay pleasant.
Halduparao’s is one of the remotest FRHs of the Corbett
Tiger Reserve. Situated on an elevation it commands an

Kaleej Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos
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two banyan Ficus benghalensis trees in the compound. Once
they settled among the branches it was quite difficult to pick
them out. The new red leaves of ‘kusum’ Schleichera oleosa
were turning green. ‘Kumbi’ Canarium strictum were shedding
leaves there, had turned red, and come into flower. The Redbreasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri fed on its blossoms.
Besides birds, we found a ‘kakar’ barking deer Muntiacus
muntjak coming into the compound, unconcernedly and
grazing on grass. It would, however, bolt the moment it
became aware of our presence. As dusk fell the Large-tailed
Nightjar Caprimulgus macrurus showed up. In the beam of
our torchlight we could see the white feathers on the throat
puff up each time it called. It also moved about with raised
wings and, if another nightjar arrived on the scene, chased
away the intruder.
Kanda: 15–16.iv.2005
Kanda needs no introduction, made famous by Jim Corbett’s
“Kanda man-eater.” The century-old FRH here is the highest
in CTR (c1,000m) and commands a magnificent view of
Patlidun Valley, Dhikala chaur. Unfortunately, we could not
stay here more than a night; therefore, missed out on the
birdlife, which is particularly rich and varied and
characteristic of cooler areas. Here too we found kakar quite
common, as were the Large-tailed Nightjar close to the FRH.
The kakar foraged all night in the patch of jungle behind the
bungalow, for we could hear them moving about. We walked
up to Teria gate and bird-watched on the road leading to
Dhikala and on the road to Maidaban. On the northern side
of Kanda lies the relatively undeveloped Mandal Valley. You
can reach Kanda from Dhikala but the ascent is fairly steep
and requires a four-wheel drive vehicle in good condition.
Before venturing to Kanda with a plan to stay a few days,
one should ensure at Kotdwar (when booking
accommodation) regarding the supply of water. In Kanda it
is not only scarce, hence precious.
Lohachaur: 16–19.iv.2005
You cannot reach the Lohachaur FRH until after the
monsoon, till the bridges are constructed, across the Mandal
River (if you are coming from Maidaban) and the Ramganga
River (if you coming from Durgadevi gate) at Domunda
where Mandal and Ramganga meet. We entered from
Maidaban and left by Durgadevi gate. The FRH, situated
above the Mandal River, is close to its confluence with
Ramganga River at Domunda. It is a moist area and an
excellent birding spot with amazing avifaunal and floral
diversity. Several trails can be found for bird watching. The
walk to Domunda (you cannot do so all by yourself, a guide
is a must) along the Mandal River is ideal for birders as the
birds are at eye-level while you remain hidden amidst the
vegetation. On this stretch we found, among others, a group
of five Common Green Magpie Cissa chinensis and a few
Striated Laughingthrush Garrulax striatus. The road along
Mandal River and up to a kilometre from the bungalow is
very good for bird watching. The trail behind the bungalow,
which leads to a hilltop, is also worth taking. A group of
three or four Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis and
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)

one Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina were calling in
different notes that fooled us to believe that there were a
number of various birds around. After patiently following
the calls we sighted the birds. The one bird that we thought
was very common at Lohachaur was the Kaleej Pheasant
Lophura leucomelanos. They would come in the evening to
forage almost up to the compound of the bungalow. We saw
one 4.5m long King Cobra at Domunda opposite the forest
watch post.
The nights were thrilling. During our birding trips we
found (everyday) fresh tiger Panthera tigris pug marks on the
‘kutchha’ road near the bungalow. That was something for
us. Sometimes we thought we could hear the growl of the big
cat! One evening, the sound of rustling leaves just outside
the boundary wall of the bungalow sent a thrill of excitement
through us. We thought it was a prowling tiger. But the
chowkidar corrected us—it was a porcupine Hystrix sp.
However, we could not muster enough courage to go and
have a peek at it.

Table 1. List of species seen
Species

H

K

L

Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii
Oriental Honey-Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
Lesser Grey-headed Fish-Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis
Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela
Shikra Accipiter badius
Changeable Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus
Red Junglefowl Gallus gallus
Kaleej Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus
River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii
Red-wattled Lapwing V. indicus
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
Blue Rock Pigeon Columba livia
Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis
Spotted Dove S. chinensis
Eurasian Collared-Dove S. decaocto
Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon Treron bicincta
Yellow-legged Green-Pigeon T. phoenicoptera
Pin-tailed Green-Pigeon T. apicauda
Slaty-headed Parakeet Psittacula himalayana
Plum-headed Parakeet P. cyanocephala
Red-breasted Parakeet P. alexandri
Brainfever Bird Hierococcyx varius
Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus
Common Cuckoo C. canorus
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopacea
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis
Brown Hawk-Owl Ninox scutulata
Indian Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus
Large-tailed Nightjar C. macrurus
Crested Tree-Swift Hemiprocne coronata
Small Blue Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis
White-breasted Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis
Greater Pied Kingfisher Cerlye lugubris
Small Bee-eater Merops orientalis
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater M. leschenaulti
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis
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Species

H

K

L

Species

H

K

L

Oriental Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus orientalis
Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris
Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris
Great Pied Hornbill Buceros bicornis
Great Barbet Megalaima virens
Brown-headed Barbet M. zeylanica
Lineated Barbet M. lineata
Blue-throated Barbet M. asiatica
Coppersmith Barbet M. haemacephala
Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus
Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
Dendrocopos canicapillus
Fulvous-breasted Pied Woodpecker D. macei
Large Yellow-naped Woodpecker Picus flavinucha
Black-naped Green Woodpecker P. canus
Greater Golden-backed Woodpecker
Chrysocolaptes lucidus
Black-shouldered Woodpecker C. festivus
Long-tailed Boradbill Psarisomus dalhousiae
Sand Martin Riparia riparia
Large Pied Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis
Grey Wagtail M. cinerea
Large Cuckoo Shirke Coracina macei
Rosy Minivet Pericrocotus roseus
Pied Flycatcher-Shrike Hemipus picatus
Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps
Red-whiskered Bulbul P. jocosus
Himalayan Bulbul P. leucogenys
Red-vented Bulbul P. cafer
Brown-eared Bulbul Hemixos flavala
Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia
Gold-fronted Chloropsis Chloropsis aurifrons
Orange-bellied Chloropsis C. hardwickii
Blue-headed Rock-Thrush Monticola sinclorhynchus
Blue Whistling-Thrush Myophonus cearuleus
Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina
Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis
White-capped Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus
White-crested Laughingthrush G. leucolophus
White-throated Laughingthrush Garrulax monileger
Striated Laughingthrush G. striatus
Streaked Laughingthrush G. lineatus
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler
Pomatorhinus erythrogenys
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Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata
Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea
Yellow-naped Yuhina Yuhina falvicollis
Black-chinned Yuhina Y. nigrimenta
Franklin’s Prinia Prinia hodgsonii
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus
Western Crowned Warbler P. occipitalis
Grey-headed Flycatcher-Warbler
Seicercus xanthoschistos
Sooty Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica
Red-throated Flycatcher Ficedula parva
Little Pied Flycatcher F. westermanni
Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides
Asian Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi
Black-naped Monarch-Flycatcher
Hypothymis azurea
White-throated Fantail-Flycatcher
Rhipidura albicollis
Red-headed Tit Aegithalos concinnus
Great Tit Parus major
Black-lored Yellow Tit P. xanthogenys
Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch Sitta castanea
White-tailed Nuthatch S. himalayensis
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch S. frontalis
Bar-tailed Tree-Creeper Certhia himalayana
Purple Sunbird Nectarinia asiatica
Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus
Crested Bunting Melophus lathami
Grey-headed Starling Sturnus malabaricus
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
Jungle Myna A. fuscus
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus
Black-headed Oriole O. xanthornus
Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus
Bronzed Drongo D. aeneus
Spangled Drongo D. hottentottus
Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythrorhyncha
Common Green Magpie Cissa chinensis
Jungle Crow Corvus macrorhynchos
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Sighting of the Lesser Frigate Bird
Fregata ariel at Ranganathittu
Bird Sanctuary, Karnataka
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Mumbai (Maharashtra): Bandra (Abdulali 1961),
‘Bombay’ (Ali 1970, 1971), Malad beach (Monga 2001), near
United Services Club, Colaba (Naoroji 2007), near Versova
village (Monga 2006), Marine Drive flyover (Singh 2001) and,
Colaba (Andheria 2001).

Ajit K. Huilgol

n 24.vi.2007, I visited Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary
(RBS: 12°24‘0’N 76°39‘0’E) near Srirangapatanam,
Karnataka along with my colleagues. We were
herded on to a boat to go round the islands, mid-stream
Cauvery River, to watch the nesting activity of waterbirds
(Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis, Indian Pond-Heron Ardeola grayii,
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax and,
Oriental White Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus), which were
well in progress in the heronry.
During the boat-ride, as we neared the large island to the
left of the jetty, one of the team members sitting in the front of
the boat drew my attention to a bird perched on a rain tree
Samanea saman growing on the island. The back of the bird
was turned away from us and its beak was hidden. It looked
like a Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo in size, but the
feathers on its back were different. Just then, it lifted its head
and we could see its beak and left eye. The beak was long
and thin and was prominently curved at its tip. Around its
black eye was a pink ring! The head was black and the breast
was whitish. Unable to identify the bird right then, I turned
for help to Govinda, our boatman, and even he was as
puzzled as I, confirming that he had not seen anything like
this in his 28-year career as a guide at Ranganathittu. We
circled the island to get a better view, but the bird was ‘shy’
and soon buried its head into its feathers. After we had
finished going around various islands, we went back to see
the mystery bird again, but could not get any better views. In
the meantime several pictures of the bird were taken. Based
on its features, the bird was later identified as an adult female
Lesser Frigate Bird Fregata ariel. When I returned to take a
look at the bird at RBS that evening, it was nowhere to be
seen.
Frigate birds are oceanic and pelagic, and are mainly
storm-swept stragglers along India’s coasts, occasionally
tossed towards the coast by gusty monsoon winds (Ali &
Ripley 2001). Several records of the Lesser Frigate Bird’s
occurrence along the southern Indian shoreline exist. The
species has seen around:

Lesser Frigate Bird Fregata ariel at Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary
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Goa: off Anjuna (Lainer 2004a, 2004b).
Kerala: Kooli Bazaar near Thalassery, Kannur
(Sashikumar et al. in prep.), Kole wetlands, Thrissur (Jayson
& Sivaperuman 2003), Aranattukara, Kole wetlands (Nameer
2007a), Chavakkad beach, Thrissur district (Nameer 2007b),
Quilon (=Kollam) coast (Faizi 1985) and, Perumathoray, 16
km from Trivandrum (Fergusson & Bourdillon 1904).
Pondicherry (Tamil Nadu): Bommaiyarpalayam beach
(Ali 2007; V. Santharam, verbally), Elliot’s beach, Chennai
(Vageeshwar 2007) and, Adyar Estuary, Chennai (Santharam
1982).
All the previous records have been along the coast or
short distances inland from it, with the sole exception of the
bird taken 16 km inland near Trivandrum (Fergusson &
Bourdillon 1904). The present record from RBS, about 175
km from the nearest coast, is the farthest inland record of the
species for southern India and the first sighting for
Karnataka, thus of considerable interest. The bird had
obviously been blown in by the stormy monsoon weather
that prevailed during the days preceding our sighting.
Acknowledgement
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Occurrence
The near-threatened Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus
asiaticus is an uncommon resident in Kachchh district,
Gujarat (India). In thirty years of birdwatching in Kachchh,
one of us (SNV) has seen it at various places (Table 1). In all,
he recorded 34 sightings of the birds at these places.
Breeding
Ali (1945) states that, “on September 10 (1943) a bird was
observed sitting on empty nest on a mangrove tree top in a
106

heronry of Reef Herons on an island in Kandla Creek. No
further data.” On 17.xi.2002 we saw two juveniles with an
adult pair at Budiya village of Abdasa taluka. On
26.xii.2004 we also saw one juvenile with a pair of adults
at Ganga creek of Mandvi taluka. During 1998–1999, Mr R.
D. Jadeja, R.F.O., Naliya, had seen nests of this species at
Vayor of Lakhpat taluka and, near Jakhau of Abdasa taluka
(verbally). In December 2005, Ranjeetsinh Jadeja and
Fakirmamad Turk saw this bird nesting at Vadi between
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)
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Moti Khakhar and Kandagara of Mundra taluka (pers
comm.). We visited this place on 17.ix.2006 alongwith
members of Pelican Nature Club, Bhuj, and found one nest
on top of a banyan Ficus bengalensis tree. While we watched,
the incubating bird changed positions with its partner. This
seems to be a regular breeding site for the species, as they
are nesting here for the second consecutive year. We feel

that a regular watch by birdwatchers, for breeding Blacknecked Storks in Kachchh, would definitely yield positive
results.
Reference

st

Ali, S. 1945. The birds of Kutch. 1 ed. Kutch: Oxford University Press.

Table 1. Areas in Kachchh district where Black-necked Stork was sighted.
Area

Abdasa

Budiya village, Khara creek at Mohadi, Khaudhar Bet, Lala village, salt-pans at Jakhau, salt-pans near Darar
Vandh, seashore at Jakhau.

Bhuj

Rudramata Dam.

Gandhidham

Nakti creek.

Mandvi

Don Reservoir, Ganga creek Reservoir, Layja creek Reservoir, Vijay Sagar Reservoir.

Mundra

Faradi Reservoir, Gajod Reservoir.

Nakhtrana

Chhari Dhandh.

Clement Francis

Taluk

Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus (female)
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A first record of the
Little Crake Porzana parva from Assam
Anwaruddin Choudhury
Choudhury, A. 2007. The first record of the Little Crake Porzana parva from Assam. Indian Birds 3 (3): 106.
Anwaruddin Choudhury, 7 Islampur Road, Guwahati 781007, Assam, India. Email: badru1@sify.com
Mss. received on: 26.xi.2006.

T

he Little Crake Porzana parva is a scarce winter visitor
to the Indian Subcontinent, mainly affecting Pakistan
with isolated records from the western coast, Uttar
Pradesh and Bangladesh (Ali & Ripley 1987; Kazmierczak
2000). P. Thompson and D. Johnson reported a pair of Little
Crakes from Hail Haor (Bangladesh) on 25.xii.1991 (Robson
1992). Dave Johnson, John O’Malley, Sue O’Malley and Paul
Mondal reported another pair at Tangua Haor (Bangladesh)
on 22.ii.1995 (Crosby 1995). Both Bangladesh records were
reported as “largely unconfirmed”. Choudhury (1990) did
not list it from Assam. In this short note I report of it’s sighting
in Assam, way back in 1991, inadvertently overlooked
during my subsequent works (Choudhury 2000). The species
is known to affect marshes.
While going through my old field-notes recently, for the
Anatidae atlas that is being produced by the Bombay Natural
History Society, I came across my notes with a field sketch
dated 17.ii.1991. The sketch had been entitled, ‘rail / crake to
be identified later,’ but inexplicably, it remained unattended
and unresolved. On that day, I had conducted a waterfowl
census in Bordoibam-Bilmukh Bird Sanctuary (27°20’N
94°20’E), located in Dhemaji and Lakhimpur districts. At that
time the area had not been proclaimed a sanctuary. Now it
has also been identified as an Important Bird Area (Islam &
Rahmani 2004) and covers an area of 11.25km2, comprising a
large perennial lake with marshy fringes.
I began the census from a boat at 08:45hrs that day, and
around 10:00hrs saw a small rail in the marshes by the side

of the beel. It was walking in the marsh with its legs partially
submerged. Its grey face, throat and breast, and mottled
brown upperparts were conspicuous. Its bill was greenishyellow. Since the bird was on the move further details could
not be observed. It was considerably smaller than Common
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus, of which many were present.
The only rail with which it could be confused in size and
colouration was Baillon’s Crake Porzana pusilla. However, a
darker grey breast, throat and face (lighter in pusilla), and
the lack of distinct barring on belly and under tail coverts
(which is distinct and extends well into the flanks in front of
legs in pusilla) were diagnostic.
Though a single swallow does not make a summer, do
these sightings of the Little Crake, so far east of their ‘normal’
winter distribution, indicate an expansion of range?
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Breeding records of Purple Moorhen
Porphyrio porphyrio from Kerala, India
P. K. Ravindran
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T

he Purple Moorhen Porphyrio porphyrio is a resident
water bird of Kerala state. It is found in virtually every
reed-covered, inundated wetlands and paddies. In
the wetlands it is found throughout the year. However, its
numbers seem to increase during winter (pers. obs.). This richly
coloured, ‘meaty’ bird attracts the attention of all kinds of local
inhabitants, especially flower- and egg-collectors. Some farmers
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blame these birds for damaging paddy and support it’s
poaching by local shikaris during the cultivation period, as well
as in other seasons. Hence the number of the Purple Moorhen
in this state is under constant threat and may be declining.
According to Ali & Ripley (2001), the breeding season of
the Purple Moorhen is chiefly during the south-west
monsoon, i.e., from June to September. They also recorded
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)
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breeding in other months e.g., Andhra Pradesh—November
and February; Karnataka—November–January; Sri Lanka—
January, May and occasionally July–August. However, Ali
(1984) states that the breeding season of the Purple Moorhen
in Kerala is July–August, based on the observations of H. S.
Ferguson. Further to these, I give below some recent breeding
records of the Purple Moorhen.
Perhaps these birds are extending their breeding season
into the summer months, depending on the availability of water.
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Table 1. Breeding records of
Purple Moorhen from Kerala.
Date

Observations

15.i.1989

Kannur district, Kattampally: a pair of Purple
Moorhens accompanied by a dark brown
downy chick (C. Sashikumar).
Malappuram district, Biyyam Kayal: I
observed birds making breeding displays.
Also a variety of loud calls.
Same place: I saw two nests with five eggs
each.
Same place: ibid.
Same place: saw two nests and a downy
black chick in one nest.
Malappuram district, Maranchery Kole: saw
two nests with five eggs each.
Same place: saw four nests with three or four
eggs in each.
Same place: saw one nest with four eggs.
Thrissur district, Enamavu Kole: one juvenile
walking along with parents.
Thrissur district, Kattakkambal Pullanichal
Kole Padavu: two downy black chicks
feeding along with two adults.
Malappuram district, Maranchery Kole: saw
three nests with six eggs in five and three in
one, respectively.
Same place: saw a pair mating, accompanied
with some call notes.
Palakkad district, Kullamukku Kayal (near
Koottanadu): mating pair observed by Shino
Jacob.
Palakkad district, Puliyambatta Kayal,
Koottanadu: some chicks seen by Shino
Jacob.
Same place: Shino Jacob reports nest and
chicks.
Same place: Shino Jacob reports some downy
black chicks.
Thrissur district, Uppungal Kole Padvu (near
Punnayurkulam): two nests and a scattered
group of fourteen downy black chicks
feeding and walking along with adults.
Thrissur district, Enamavu Kole: a downy
black chick walking with parents.
Malappuram district, Maranchery Kole: one
juvenile.
Thrissur district, Enamavu Kole: four downy
black chicks and one juvenile observed by P.
M. K. Paul and author.
Enamavu Kole Wetlands: two fishermen
report some chicks with adults.
Same place: same fishermen saw two nests.

10.vii.1992

23.viii.1992
30.viii.1992
10.ix.1992
15.viii.1993
01.ix.1993
30.i.1994
03.i.1997
03.ii.1997

11.viii.1998

25.vi.1999
17.viii.2003

19.x.2003

24.x.2003
25.xii.2003
& 01.i.2004
02.ix.2004

28.x.2004
02.i.2005
24.vii.2005

Clement Francis

iii.2006

Purple Moorhen Porphyrio porphyrio
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(1st week)
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Tawny Fish-Owl Ketupa flavipes in
Arunachal Pradesh, India
Mathias Ritschard & David Marques
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O

n 1.iv.2006, while walking along the eastern bank
of Kameng (Bhareli) River near Bhalukpong at the
border between West Kameng and East Kameng
districts (Arunachal Pradesh), Claudio Koller, Stefan
Wassmer and the authors flushed a large owl from a nearby
tree. After flying a few dozen metres along the forest edge,
the owl landed in a big tree close to the river and subsequently
gave us excellent views down to a distance of about 40 m. It
was a bulky bird with very prominent ear-tufts and yellow
eyes with black irises. The owl had a warm tawny ground
colour, boldly black blotched scapulars and mantle and
boldly black-banded wings. The underparts showed heavy
black streaks. The ear-coverts were unstreaked tawny with
a strong rufous tinge. The bird was identified as Tawny FishOwl Ketupa flavipes. It was told from the con-generic Brown
Fish-Owl K. zeylonensis by its warm tawny ground colour,
lack of white spots on the scapulars, unstreaked ear-coverts
and lack of cross-bars on the underside. Buffy Fish-Owl K.
ketupu, the other con-generic in the region, is a noticeably
smaller and slimmer-looking bird, which shows no or finer
black streaks on flanks and belly.
The habitat was old-growth tropical semi-evergreen forest
next to a river c 100 m a.s.l., inside Pakhui (Pakke) Wildlife
Sanctuary (WLS), which is bounded by Kameng River at its
western end.
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David Marques

Discussion
The Tawny Fish-Owl is a resident of northern India, central
and southern China, Taiwan and parts of South-east Asia.
It is classified as a Lower Risk species by the 2006 IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species, although it is described as
‘uncommon’ in at least parts of its range (BirdLife
International 2006). In the Indian Subcontinent, the Tawny
Fish-Owl occurs along the Himalayan foothills from
Himachal Pradesh to Bhutan as well as in the Khasi Hills in
eastern Meghalaya, the Lushai Hills in Mizoram, in Manipur
and in north-eastern Bangladesh (Rasmussen & Anderton
2005). It has also been listed from Kaziranga National Park
(Barua & Sharma 1999) in Assam and from Nagaland
(Choudhury 2001). The Tawny Fish-Owl is scarce within
the Indian Subcontinent and has recently been reported from
a few locations in India and Bhutan only. In Arunachal
Pradesh, most surveys have failed to locate it, e.g., Singh
(1994) and Choudhury (2003). However, Choudhury (1998)
came across a preserved pair of legs and some feathers of a
Tawny Fish-Owl allegedly trapped at Mehao Wildlife

Sanctuary of Dibang Valley District at an altitude of 2,450m.
The origin of this bird, however, may be considered uncertain,
as it is not known to occur above 1,500m (occasionally up to
2,100m; Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). Our observation from
Pakhui WLS confirms the occurrence of Tawny Fish-Owl in
Arunachal Pradesh.

Tawny Fish-Owl Ketupa flavipes, Arunachal Pradesh (1.iv.2006)
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Rice in the diet of Lesser Golden-backed
Woodpecker Dinopium benghalense
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Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. Compact ed. Delhi: Oxford University
Press.
Mukherjee, A. 1998. Lesser Goldenbacked Woodpecker and Koel feeding
on cooked rice. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 38 (4): 70.
Editors’ note: Lesser Golden-backed Woodpeckers have been taking
rice from Nalini Choudhury’s windowsill in Dehra Dun for several
years now (Fig. 1).

Both: Nalini Choudhury

2v.2006 was a scorching day. After lunch, we (CV, SP)
placed the leftovers on the windowsill, just 2m away
from our seats. The House Crow Corvus splendens and
a three-striped palm squirrel Funambulus palmarum fed on
those morsels. While we were watching them a Lesser
Golden-backed Woodpecker Dinopium benghalense joined
them and surprisingly, started pecking at the cooked rice.
Mukherjee (1998) reported this behaviour from Vadodara
(Gujarat). The crow flew away on the arrival of the
woodpecker while the squirrel withdrew and watched from
the corner. The woodpecker pecked two or three grains of
rice and flew to the nearest coconut tree Cocos nucifera. The
woodpecker returned thrice to the ‘feeding table’ and
consumed a considerable amount of rice. The squirrel too
ate along with it. We observed the same behavior on the next
few days.
The area adjacent to our office was a fallow ground with
tree species such as tamarind Tamarindus indicus, coconut and
Bauhinia tomentosa bordering it, surrounded by multi-storied
buildings. Previously we had observed woodpeckers foraging
on the trunk of either tamarind or coconut trees. Ali & Ripley
(1983) state that this
woodpecker
is
insectivorous, feeding on
insects, larvae, beetles, and
black ants picked from tree
trunks and boughs and the
ground, and pulp of ripe
fruit as well as flower
nectar. The present
observation and those cited
above, indicate that the
shortage of appropriate
food or non-availability of
foraging sites in urban
areas might be the reason
for the woodpecker’s
omnivorous diet.

Fig. 1: Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker & Babbler (Turdoides sp.)
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Fig. 2: Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker & Indian palm squirrel Funambulus palmarum
feeding on boiled rice in Dehradun
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Yellow spots on the wings of
Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria
Arun P. Singh
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T

white tips. The breeding male of nepalensis has an extensive
black face and bib while the breeding female, typically,
has a smaller, duller, blackish bib—than male. The nonbreeding adult has white throat, upper breast and eye
ring. The juvenile is shorter-billed, with grey throat and
breast (lacking contrast with lower underparts), with a
paler mantle and somewhat paler and less extensive pink
on wings. In flight, very broad and rounded, pink and
black wings have a double row of white spots in primaries
that are conspicuous (Whistler 1949; Ali & Ripley 1987;
Inskipp & Inskipp 1991; Grimmett, et al. 1998; Rasmussen
& Anderton 2005). The pale spots on the tail and primaries

Arun P. Singh

he
Wallcreeper
Tichodroma
muraria
(Tichodromadinae), is a palaearctic species that
occur as two races, muraria and nepalensis. The latter
occurs in the Himalayas and mainly breeds between
3,300–5,000 m from Safed Koh (Pakistan) eastward to
western Arunachal Pradesh (India). In winter it descends
in the foothills to 250 m in the outer ranges, with
individuals wandering southwards, well out into the
plains, up to Rajasthan. T. m. nepalensis has been described
as a beautiful but bizarre slate-grey bird of rock-faces with
a very long, thin, slightly curved black bill, bright reddishpink wing-coverts, and a short squared black-tail with

Fig. 1. Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria showing yellow spots on its wings
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Appendix 1. Specimens of Wallcreeper with yellow spots in the collection of the Bombay Natural History Society
Date

Number

Collector

Specimen tag notes

13.iii.1921

26699

A. E. Jones

09.iii.1966

25519

BNHS party

Gompchu, E. Bhutan, c. 7,500’. Female.

13.xi.1968

25521

Salim Ali

Chapcha, Bhutan, 8,000’–9,000’. Female.

Jagadhri, Ambala, Punjab. Juvenile female.

could be that the plumage colours are known to fade rapidly
in dried skin specimens (Meinertzhagen fide Ali & Ripley
1987), which formed the basis of plumage description in
literature, as also bourn out by Saniga (1995).
Acknowledgements
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average larger in the race nepalensis than in muraria (Harrap
& Quinn 1996).
Apart from the presence of a parallel row of four elliptical
white spots on the primaries, the presence of yellow spots
on the wings of T. muraria has not been described in literature
on Indian avifauna. Only Kazmierczak (2000) depicts a row
of three buffy spots next to and in line with the inner row of
four white spots present on the primaries for this species
that are visible in flight (pl. 87, p. 281). However, Saniga
(1995) reports the presence of such spots on birds he studied
in the Velka Fatra and Mala Fatra mountains.
However, a brief account is presented here on the extent
of yellow spots observed on the stretched wing of a nonbreeding adult T. m. nepalensis, observed in January 2007 on
the rocky slopes of Suwakholi village (2,000 m), near
Mussoorie in the Garhwal Himalayas, India. The yellow
spots were present on (i) the inner web of three primaries
(P6–8) in continuation with the white spots on the inner
web of the previous four primaries (P2–5). In addition, (ii)
yellow spots were also observed on the black portion (inner
web) of the four outermost secondaries (S1–4), separated from
one another by the reddish pink colouration on outer web of
each secondary. Thus, between the three primaries and four
secondaries with yellow spots, were two primaries (P9–P10)
without yellow spots (Figs. 1, 2 & 3). Aasheesh Pittie reports
similar yellow spots on at least three specimens, all female,
in the collection of the Bombay Natural History Society
(Appendix 1).
The yellow spots on the secondaries have not been
reported earlier in literature from India. One reason for this
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)
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Fig. 2. Wallcreeper

Fig. 3. Wallcreeper
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Photographic record of leucistic
Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata
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O

in several species, with over 70 published records sprinkling
South Asian ornithological literature (Aasheesh Pittie
verbally). Though albinism in Turdoides
sp., has been reported earlier (Gupte 1969;
Sharma 2003), this may be the first time a
photograph is being published of an
albino Jungle Babbler.
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n 25.vi.2005 at 11:30hrs, while birding near the
dargah on Amravati road (Nagpur, Maharashtra
state, India), we located a
leucistic Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata
among a flock of normal Jungle Babblers.
All the feathers on its body, including the
wings, were completely white. The bill and
legs were yellow in colour. The iris was
also white and the pupil was black. There
was a light shade of brown on the face.
The bird behaved just like all its brethren.
Albinism in birds is an uncommon
phenomenon though it has been reported

Albino Jungle Babbler

First record of Pied Tit Parus nuchalis
in Thar Desert of Rajasthan
Sumit Dookia
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W

hile conducting fieldwork in the Rajasthan
Agricultural University campus in Bikaner
district (Rajasthan, India), as part of the
Zoological Survey of India’s project work, I heard an unusual
and unfamiliar bird call on 12.ii.2002. I went up to the area
from where the sounds had come and found a flock of seven
birds inside a thicket of Acacia tortillis. I immediately identified
the birds as Pied Tits Parus nuchalis from their external
appearance with the help of Grimmett et al. (2000). I went
there again next day to reconfirm my sighting and found the
six birds at the same location. I visited this area once again
from 22–28.vii.2004 and recorded the Pied Tit again.
The exact location of these sightings was at Rajasthan
Agricultural University’s field station at Rojari village on
the Bikaner–Sri Ganganagar border, in western Rajasthan,
114

situated near the irrigation canal called Indira Gandhi Nahar
Pariyojna (IGNP). This area has a typical desert habitat with
large sand dunes on both side of the IGNP and its tributaries,
along with a massive A. tortillis plantation, created by the
Command Area Development Department and the State
Forest Department, to fix the moving sand dunes. This
facilitates the growth of thorny-xeric vegetation, and attracts
a large number of desert as well as forest birds. Other
interesting sightings in this area included a large number
(more than 50) of Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata and six
Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda.
Pied Tit is an endemic to India with restricted distribution
within the country (Ali & Ripley 1987). Hussain et al. (1992),
Tiwari & Rahmani (1997) and BirdLife International (2001)
have described its recent distribution range in India. This
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)
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species has a limited geographical range with a disjunctive
distribution. ICBP lists the Pied Tit as ‘threatened’ (Collar &
Andrew, 1988), and BirdLife International (2001) as
‘vulnerable’. Tiwari (2001) conducted an intensive survey
in the arid tracts of Gujarat and the semi-arid districts of
Rajasthan, but did not mention the Pied Tit from this part of
the Thar Desert. Tehsin et al. (2005) recorded it from the
foothills of the Aravalli range in Kumbalgarh Sanctuary (Pali
district, Rajasthan).
Acacia sp., trees are preferred by the Pied Tit and IGNP
has a chain of A. tortillis and A. nilotica and, in some places,
Tecomella undulata plantations along both sides of the main
canal and its tributaries. These could support a substantial
population of this endemic species. Therefore, there is a need
for more extensive surveys for the Pied Tit in the Thar Desert,
importantly from the head of IGNP at Birdhwal near
Suratgarh town (29º32’N 73º9’E) in Sri Ganganagar district
to its end at Nachna (27º30’N 71º43’E) in Jaisalmer district.
These surveys may lead to a better understanding of the
species in Rajasthan and help record interesting
observations on the Pied Tit and may even reveal other such
populations from the area.
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House Crow Corvus splendens chasing
Greater Adjutant-Stork Leptoptilos dubius
Anwaruddin Choudhury
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T

he Greater Adjutant-stork Leptoptilos dubius is an
endangered species (BirdLife International 2004) and
is among the very rare birds of south-east Asia,
occurring mainly from north-eastern India to Indo-China
(BirdLife International 2001). In north-eastern India, its main
stronghold is the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam (Choudhury
2000).
On 14.v.2001, at about 14:00 hrs I saw a Greater AdjutantStork flying in the Bamunimaidam area of Guwahati city in
Assam. Since I was in my office without binoculars, I could
not observe details but could see that it was not flying
‘normally’. Soon, when it came slightly closer, I saw that a
House Crow Corvus splendens was chasing it! The stork was
circling and the crow, flying close to it. The latter then tried to
peck it (not specifically targetting any part) but the stork
dodged away. This continued for about a minute when both
went out of sight.
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This was interesting considering the difference in their
sizes. Black Drongos Dicrurus macrocercus chasing larger birds,
especially during the drongo’s breeding season, is a familiar
sight—but they usually chase away potential predators.
House Crows have been observed chasing Black Kites Milvus
migrans but an adjutant-stork, due to its size, is another cup of
tea and speaks volumes of the corvid’s bravado.
Later, from the fourth floor of a building, I noticed a few
nests of House Crows, in the neighbourhood trees, which
perhaps was the reason for this unusual chase.
References
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handsome Hoopoe (Upupa epops), which was only to be
expected, as the bird is comparatively common. We saw one
or more on most days in various parts of the country.
“It was not long before we both heard and saw the Crested
Lark (Galerida cristata). This bird was very common and every
piece of bare or open ground would hold a number of them.
We looked at them very closely as they can be easily confused
in the field with the Thekla Lark (Galerida theklae). Of other
larks which are also seen in India, we saw the Short-toed
Lark Calandrella brachydactyla, known as Calandrella cinerea
by some authorities, including Dillon Ripley, as in his Synopsis
of the Birds of India and Pakistan) and the Skylark (Alauda
arvensis) which did not seem nearly so plentiful as in England.
“Shortly after seeing our first Crested Lark, as we were
walking along the beach to Hammamet we saw a party of
four Black Kites (Milvus migrans) flying over the sea just offshore southwards from Hammamet. Three days later we saw
eight more. The birds were obviously passing through, as on
neither occasion did they seem to linger in search of food and
soon disappeared out of sight. We were very surprised not to
find any resident birds and thought they would have been
quite common. This bird is the same species as the Pariah Kite
of India, but a different subspecies. It does, however, extend
as far east as the northwestern corner of India.
Birds of prey, generally, were rather scarce. We were
obviously just a little too early to see the migrants of this family
passing through in numbers. The Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus)
we saw on a number of occasions. On one occasion my wife
saw one which had some kind of prey in its talons which it
ate by tearing off pieces as it flew along.
“One day on a trip to Kairouan in the steppe country of
Central Tunisia and Egyptian or White Scavenger Vulture
(Neophron percnopterus) flew right in front of the coach,
affording and excellent, but momentary view. On the same
trip, in the very far distance, two large birds of distinctly
vulturine appearance could be seen circling, but could not be
identified specifically. Incidentally, we soon learnt that bird
watching from a coach is most unrewarding. The approach
of the coach tends to frighten away birds on telegraph wires,
fences, trees, bushes or on the ground in the vicinity of the
road; because of the motion of the coach binoculars cannot be
used and viewing with the naked eye is impeded; and finally
because of the speed of the coach the time available for
observation is generally insufficient.
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n my previous offering I had said that at my age of 87,
and looking at the ground still to be covered to reach the
winning post (December 2004 when I retired as Editor of
the NLBW) I would have to increase the pace and so skip over
the many interesting pieces in the Newsletter of this period.
On reconsideration this seems to be an undesirable step. In
fact I should cover the ground more intensively, otherwise the
atmosphere of the old days when people wrote in a more
leisurely manner (less concerned with sub-species, and more
with describing the joys of the scene) will be missed. And so I
continue with the fine article written by Sydney K. Reeves,
part of which was published in Vol. 3 No. 2 of Indian Birds.
“We were without transport of any kind, so that we were
limited to the birds we could see within in walking distance
of our hotel, or during the various coach trips we made to
other parts of the country. However, fortune smiled on us.
The rainy season in Tunisia lasts from November to March,
but because of the nature of the soil, the rivers very quickly
dry up, but we were lucky to find two wadis quite close to our
hotel, each of which contained one or more sizeable pools,
just at their mouths, where they run into the sea. The pool in
the nearer of these wadis was bordered by olive groves on one
side and by the grounds of a hotel on the other. The pools in
the farther wadi were surrounded by open fallow ground.
“We arrived at our hotel fairly late at night, so that no bird
watching could be done then, but what a joy it was next
morning to see a Little Brown Dove (Streptopelia senegalensis)
in the hotel grounds. The Tunisian bird is, of course, a different
subspecies to the Indian one and is known locally as the Palm
Dove. Later we found it to be fairly common, but what a
pleasure it was to hear that delightful soft cooing again and
to see once more such an old and ubiquitous friend of the
Indian plains. Another very old Indian friend who introduced
himself early on, and of whom we saw a lot, was Columba
livia – the Blue Rock Pigeon, known in Europe as the Rock
Dove. It may seem strange to Indian readers that anyone would
get excited about seeing a Blue Rock Pigeon, but, generally
speaking, pure specimens of this species are only found in
the British Isles in parts of Scotland and Ireland where they
are decreasing in numbers.
“The Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) was common, but we
were surprised not to see its close congener Streptopelia decaocto
– the Indian Ring Dove.
“Later in the day we made the acquaintance of the
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“The only other bird of prey we saw during the holiday
was a find specimen of a male Montague’s Harrier (Circus
pygargus) which, quite oblivious of our presence, flew quite
close to us, hunting as it went along, but the bird did not
linger and was soon lost to view and not seen again.
“We were most struck by the paucity of Corvidae. I believe
I am right in saying that during the whole of our holiday we
did not see a single Carrion Crow (Corvus corone), Rook (Corvus
frugilegus) or Jackdaw (Corvus monedula). At first, one is
surprised at the fact that this general area has not evolved a
species of crow which is peculiar to it, but one has to be
constantly conscious of the fact that North Africa is in the
same zoo-geographical region as the British Isles, namely the
Palearctic.
“On our second day, we paid a visit to the nearest of the
two wadis. We found that there was always at least two and
some times as many as about four or five Kentish Plovers
(Charadrius alexandrinus) present. One pair showed every
sign of intending to breed, but I fear that the presence of
horse and camel riders, holiday-makers and passing Arabs
will prove too inimical.
“On this day we saw our first Little Egret (Egretta garzetta).
We saw the birds in varying numbers on a number of other
days, including a flock of fifteen which we inadvertently
put up, together with a flock of nine Balckwinged Stills
(Himantopus himantopus), as we came round the bend in a
river bed. Flying with the Blackwinged Stilts was another
large wader which we were not able to identify, but which
was probably a Greenshank (Tringa nebularia), a bird we
often saw, and pleasurably heard, but generally as a
singleton. A close relative of the Greenshank’s is the Marsh
Sandpiper (Tringa stagnatilis). We had excellent views of this
dainty, elegant wader for two days in succession and then it
was gone.
“Reverting to our second day, we also saw a Temminck’s
Stint (Calidris temminckii). Later, we were to see Little Stints
(Calidris minuta) in fair numbers almost every day, rising to
a maximum of 20–25 one day. The piece de resistance of
our watching on this day, however, was the excellent views
we had of a Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus) sitting in some
brushwood at the side of river. The bird was stalked and
put up by a black and white hotel cat. The bittern flew
about thirty yards further up the river bed and again
perched in brushwood, but this time further out into the
water. The cat marked the bird down, got back on to the
riverbank, crept along until it got opposite the bittern and
once again stalked it, getting out over the water in the
brushwood. The bittern was, however, too alert and flew
off further down stream and settled in brushwood even
further out on the stream. After a moment or two, no doubt
feeling that even this perch was too insecure from so
persistent a cat, who was still prosecuting his murderous
intentions, it flew about thirty feet up into some mimosa
trees. All this, or course, afforded us excellent views of the
bird, which we saw on a number of occasions subsequently,
until one day we put up a female Little Bittern at the same
spot, just after having seen the male. Once we saw two
males on the same day in this locality.
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“Apart from the waders already mentioned, we saw
Sanderlings (Crocethia alba) [=Calidris alba] in small numbers
– up to about nine, on most days. The same applies to Ringed
Plover (Charadrius hiaticula), Little Ringed Plover (Charadrius
dubius), Common Sandpipers (Tringa hypoleucos) and Dunlin
(Calidris alpina). We saw two Wood-Sandpipers (Tringa
glareola), and Ruffs (Philomachus pugnax) often, with a
maximum number of five. We saw only one Grey Plover
(Charadrius squatarola) in a pool by the sea shore, looking
disconsolate and undecided as to whether to stay or to go.
Eventually it chose to go.
“Of duck, we saw but two, a White-eyed Pochard (Aythya
nyroca), which got up at our feet from under the river bank
and went off at great speed and a Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna),
which dropped in for a few minutes and then passed on.
There were a few small rafts of duck on the Lac de Tunis, but
these were too far out to permit of identification.
“The Grey Heron (Ardea cinerea) we saw on many
occasions, as one would expect, but we were very surprised
not to have seen either the Cattle Egret (Ardeola ibis: Bubulcus
ibis of some taxonomists) or the Purple Heron (Ardeola
purpurea). However, we were compensated by being afforded
grand views of a White Stork (Ciconia ciconia) as it suddenly
appeared flying towards us and sailed majestically overhead.
“On our trip to Kairouan (founded A.D. 672 and the fourth
holiest city of the Moslems) we felt sure that we saw a party of
three or four Great Bustards (Otis tarda). They were a long
way off and were only seen with the naked eye from a moving
coach, but the size, general coloration and general posture of
the birds, individually and as a group, made us feel that they
could have been no other species. On another occasion on
this trip, we thought we may have seen a Little Bustard (Otis
tetrax) in some short green crops. We saw Pratincoles (Glareola
pratincola) in flight on a number of occasions, as well as Grouse
sp., but were unable to identify them.
“Great Grey Shrikes (Lanius excubitor) and Woodchat
Shrikes (Lanius senator) were common. The latter is a doubtful
Indian species. We did not see any Redbacked Shrikes (Lanius
collurio) this, however, is a very uncommon species in Tunisia.
“The most colourful species we saw were, of course, the
Roller (Coracias garrulus) which we saw once sitting on some
telegraph wires and them later in flight; the Bee-eaters (Merops
apiaster) of which we saw three or four on a number of days
and which gave signs of intending to nest in the very suitable
banks of the river; and the Golden Orioles (Oriolus oriolus). We
were extremely lucky in seeing the last-mentioned species on
about three days. One day we saw two females and another
day two males. To make the experience even more thrilling,
on one occasion they were seen at the same time as we saw
the Roller and another time while we were watching the Beeeaters. We had excellent views of all three species and were
enchanted. To watch a party of bee-eaters, with the sun shining
on their glorious plumage, flying about in the dry bed of an
African river, flying up to prospective nest holes in the banks,
catching their prey on the wing and then settling on rootlets
growing out of the bank and beating them to death before
eating them, is an unforgettable sight and provides a treasured
memory.”
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arblers, like most other passerines, are more heard Cisticola occurring in NE and SW India, which I must have
than seen. Being skulkers and living for the most overlooked during my visits to those parts. I am surprised I
part in tangled vegetation, sound is an important never saw the Striated Marsh-Warbler Megalurus palustris or
way for them to communicate with one another and so they the Bristled Grass-Warbler Chaetornis striatus during my
constantly keep calling. Their calls are very distinctive and active birdwatching days in Delhi. Illustrated field guides
often the best means for identification. In my early years of indicate that both occur there and some excellent
birdwatching, I had developed a rather enviable familiarity photographs are being posted on the ‘Delhibird’ website.
with the sounds of both our resident and migrant warblers. The former is the largest of warblers and even if I had come
I am not sure I can today recognize the originator of a call, across it, I must have passed it over as a Striated Babbler
since one needs constant practice, something, which Turdoides earlei. Even more surprising is that neither of the
unfortunately I have
two species was
not been able to keep
recorded on the Delhi
up. With age, and
bird list prepared by the
weakening hearing
British birdwatchers of
certain sounds do not
the day. The most
seem to register well.
plausible reason being
Now ‘the little brown
that birdwatching was
puzzles’ have once
rarely indulged in
again become just that!
during the heat of
I will end this narration
summer and the rainy
with a recent terrible
season when these
mix
up
in
otherwise skulking
identification,
birds would be calling
highlighting the fact
and displaying. The
that memory cannot be
winter months were for
relied on and it is
wagtails, pipits, and
absolutely important to
the several wintering
jot down notes and
warblers that were
maintain
proper
familiar to the British
Bristled Grass-Warbler. L: Male. R: Female
records.
birders and which
A classic example, of this aural recognition, is the tiny drew attention to themselves by their constant calls. Any
Streaked Fantail-Warbler Cisticola juncidis. Few birdwatchers intrepid ‘Angrez Saab’ would be more interested in putting
can recollect seeing this tiny bird among its preferred habitat up a snipe or bringing down a duck for breakfast rather
of reeds and grass, but all those who know it will immediately than be bothered about some streaked bird fussing about in
remember its zitting call as it flies in circles high above its the marsh vegetation.
territory; in fact it is now fittingly known as the Zitting
In the 1940s my favorite pastime was to take a flatCisticola. It was among the very first of warblers that I got to bottomed boat on the river at Jasdan during the early winter
know well because we had so many excellently preserved mornings. In those days, the water was crystal clear and one
grasslands in Saurashtra in pre-Independence days. I never could watch fish and turtles swimming among the aquatic
seriously bothered to locate a nest because I was always vegetation, while gently floating along the tall rushes to see
hesitant to walk around in grass, leaving a telltale trail the moorhen and coots. From among the dense stands of
leading foxes and jackals to the nest; in any case the birds reeds would come “tacks” and “churrs” drawing attention
were so tiny and I did not posses lenses that would get me to the birds I gradually began to associate with the distinctive
worthwhile photographs. There is another species of calls. With frequent observations, I learnt that specific calls
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feature and spends long periods close to the water. I suspect
it attempts to pick up aquatic insects and in so doing must
be destroying whatever mosquito larvae, hidden among the
vegetation, having escaped the fish below. The largest and
the noisiest of the Acrocephalus warblers common across the
subcontinent, though particularly partial to taller and more
extensive reeds on more expansive water bodies is the Indian
Great Reed-Warbler A. stentoreus, to see and hear which, one
should take a ‘shikara’ ride on the Dal Lake of Kashmir, as I
did on a visit before the terrorists took over. It is a summer
visitor there and breeds in large numbers. Surprisingly, this
noisy bird is also heard the year round among mangrove
thickets in the Gulf of Kachchh where I suspect it to be
resident, as indeed it is in scattered marshlands around
Delhi. I have not satisfactorily identified the wintering
Mustached Warbler A. melanopogon; the most distinctively
marked of the Acrocephaline warblers.
Another warbler, very similar in shape and partial to
marsh vegetation that I have missed is the Pale GrasshopperWarbler Locustella naevia and its less widespread cogenitors:
the Streated Grasshopper-Warbler L. lanceolata and the Rustyrumped Grasshopper-Warbler L. certhiola. These three winter
visitors, are great skulkers, and advertise their presence by
their calls. Here indeed are challenges for the several
determined photographers to go after as indeed they have
been doing around Delhi after the Grass-birds.
…To be continued…

came from specific levels of the vegetation. I cannot today
with certainty say which “churr” and which “tak” was made
by which warbler or emanated from what height above the
water, but I do recollect that closest to the water was the
Paddyfield Warbler Acrocephalus agricola, the reed-warbler
with the most rufous in the upper plumage. Higher up and
from the shrubberies bordering the reed beds would be the
Blyth’s Reed-Warbler A. dumetorum, which had no rufous
tinge in its upper plumage, which was a grayish brown. I
used to frequently confuse this warbler with the Booted
Warbler Hippolais caligata, but the latter showed a distinctly
rounded head and a finer bill; it also flicked its wings. It was
during the first bird banding camp in Kachchh, where both
the Blyth’s and the Booted were netted in great numbers,
that I saw the very clear difference in the large bill and the
flat crown forming almost a straight line from the bill to the
tail tip. The two smaller reed-warblers do not flick their wings,
which the Booted does, and this trait along with the rounded
head and fine bill makes for mistaking it for the Common
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, one of the then known
willow-warblers. As a student in Delhi I was fortunate in
having the differences between the Chiffchaff and the Booted
Warbler pointed out to me by that great expert in willowwarblers, Horace Alexander. The former was far more active
and flicked its wings and tail in a very characteristic manner
to the flicking of the wings of the latter. In hand, as I saw
during the banding operations in Bharatpur, the Chiffchaff
shows an olive wash, which certainly is not visible in the
field. Here were four confusing birds at first introduction,
but which with familiarity became easy to recognize first by
their very distinctive calls, then largely by the niche the call
emanated from and finally by their physical characteristics
and mannerisms. They were good introductions to the other
members of their genera. Unfortunately, with the heavy
destruction of all vegetation, niches have got very blurred
and species are tending to get jumbled up creating stress to
the birdwatcher and no doubt to the birds themselves. Every
March, for the last couple of years, a Paddyfield Warbler
spends a few days in my small Rajkot garden, and as it flits
around the house, in the trees and shrubberies, it invariably
flies down into a clump of reeds planted in a tiny water
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—In the news—
Indian Federation of Ornithologists—an initiative
Padmashri Zafar Futehally, at the request of Dr Dominique
Homberger, Secretary, International Ornithological Congress
(IOC), has initiated a dialogue to explore the possibility of launching
a union of ornithologists from our region. He has requested Dr S.
A. Hussain to do the groundwork for creating a network by
reaching out to amateurs and professionals across the country.
Courtesy: BngBirds.
Pelagic birds blown inland by monsoon winds
The recent monsoon has seen a spate of pelagic birds on the
Indian coasts, most reported being Lesser Frigate-birds Fregata
ariel. 1 One bird even managed to reach Ranganathittu near
Mysore (Karnataka), a good 150 km inland! Other pelagics include
Masked Booby Sula dactylatra, Brown Skua Catharacta antarctica,
Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus and Brown Noddy Anous stolidus.
Most of the sightings were made between 20.vi.2007–10.vii.2007.
The following table lists all the pelagic bird sightings reported
from the Indian coast during this year’s rains in various e-groups.
Readers should bear in mind that these are unchecked reports.

to call for an “Iora watch” across
Karnataka where photographs of ioras
are requested, depicting the “side
posture” showing head, neck, wings,
belly and tail and “back posture”
depicting the back of head, neck, upper
back, both wings and the tail.
Birdwatchers across peninsular India need to be alert to iora
plumages, taking detailed notes and photographers wherever
there is a suspicion of Marshall’s Iora plumages. Courtesy: BngBirds.

Fig. 2. H.L. Prakash
Sri Lankan Iora

Compiled by Praveen J.

Changlang district survey—photo documenting birds
Tanmoy Ghosh and his associates conducted a biological survey
in the Tangsa Community Conservation Reserve of Changlang
district in eastern Arunachal Pradesh. They did an excellent photo
documentation of many of the lesser-known bird species from
this region like Rufous-vented Laughingthrush Garrulax gularis,
Spot-breasted Laughingthrush G. merulinus, Grey-headed
Parrotbill Paradoxornis gularis, etc. A detailed report is available at
the Kolkatabirds website. http://www.kolkatabirds.com/
hillbirdsofind/
changlang.htm
Table 1. Pelagic bird sightings from Indian coasts in 2007
Location: Observer(s)
Coloba, Mumbai, Maharashtra: K. B. Singh
Marine Drive, Mumbai, Maharashtra: Mehboob (R. Naoroji)
Aaranattukara, Thrissur dist., Kerala: P. O. Nameer
Vadakara, Kozhikode dist., Kerala: A. Merveed
Elliots Beach, Chennai, Tamil Nadu: Vageeshwar, A. Rajaram
Colaba, Mumbai, Maharashtra: B. Ali, M. Macker, N. Jamdar
Colaba, Mumbai, Maharashtra: B. Ali, M. Macker, N. Jamdar
Ranganathittu, Karnataka: Ajit Huilgol (S. Subramanya)
Kali River Lodge, Karwar, Karnataka: V. M. Raj
Bommaiyarpalayam Beach, Pondicherry, Tamil Nadu: R. Ali
Thiruvanathapuram, Kerala: S. Elamon, (Gopikrishnan)
Chavakkad Beach Thrissur dist., Kerala: P. O. Nameer
Colaba, Mumbai, Maharashtra: K. B. Singh

Confusing ioras – Karnataka Iora Watch
Bird surveys in the Marikanive-Lakkihalli State Forest of
Chitradurga district located in the
remote corner of Karnataka by Dr S.
Subramanya (a.k.a. Subbu), has led to
a focus on the confusing plumage of
ioras, some of which were
photographed during these weekend
forays. The photographs of certain
individuals matched very closely, if not totally, with Marshall’s
Iora Aegithina nigrolutea (Fig. 1), found in northern and northwestern India, with a population in Salem district, Tamil Nadu,
while some other photographs matched the Sri Lankan Iora
Aegithina tiphia multicolor (Fig. 2), which is found in Sri Lanka,
southern Tamil Nadu and Kerala, up to about the Palghat
(=Palakkad) Gap. These new developments have triggered Subbu
1

It is worth a mention that Lesser Frigate-bird F. minor of the Handbook
(Ali & Ripley 1984) and other contemporary literature is called Great
Frigate-bird in the recent guides of Grimmett et al. (1998) and
Kazmierczak (2000). Least Frigate-bird F. ariel of Ali & Ripley (1984)
is now Lesser Frigate-bird in recent guides. This confusing
nomenclature is enough to warrant a re-check of all these sightings to
certify the exact species.
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BirdsofBombay
BirdsofBombay
KeralaBirder
KeralaBirder
TamilBirds
BirdsofBombay
BirdsofBombay
BngBirds
BngBirds
TamilBirds
KeralaBirder
KeralaBirder
BirdsofBombay

Eaglenest—Vacations for
Conservation (VfC)
Ramana Athreya is
running the VfC at
Eaglenest for the second
year in succession. This
programme has five
different batches of which
two batches in March 2008
are primarily targeted at
birds. Kaati Trust, Pune,
and the Bugun Welfare
Society,
Arunachal
Pradesh, are organising this initiative to study the bio-diversity
of Eaglenest Sanctuary. For details, contact Ramana at
ramana.athreya@gmail.com.
Braving the rains and leeches—Silent Valley monsoon survey
P. K. Uthaman led the monsoon survey of Silent Valley National
Park in Kerala during the first week of August—the third survey
in the series after the summer and winter surveys in 2006. Twelve
birdwatchers braved the rains and leeches in the evergreen forests
to spend three field days at four base camps inside the national
park. The significant finding of the survey is the absence of several
common and easily detectable species like Small Sunbird Nectarinia
minima, Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus and Emerald Dove
Chalcophaps indica from these wet habitats indicating an altitudinal
migration to less wet areas. Courtesy: KeralaBirder.

Hebbal Lake in distress
Much to the chagrin of Bangalore’s birding fraternity, Hebbal
Lake, one of the largest wetland bodies
in the city, with an excellent avifauna to
boost, was leased out by the Bangalore
Lake Development Authority (LDA) to
Oberoi group for lake restoration. A
huge furor among activists saw several
press statements followed by a “candleIndian Birds Vol. 3 No. 3 (May–June 2007)

Fig. 1. A.K. Raju
Marshall’s Iora

Date
07.v
02.vi
20.vi
22.vi
24.vi
27.vi
27.vi
29.vi
30.vi
02.vii
09.vii
10.vii
09.viii

Uma Shankar Hebbal protest

Species
Booby sp.
Frigate-bird sp.
Lesser Frigate-bird
Lesser (?) Frigate-bird
Lesser Frigate-bird
Brown Noddy
Bridled Tern
Lesser Frigate-bird
Masked Booby
Lesser (?) Frigate-bird
Brown Skua
Lesser Frigate-bird
Lesser Frigate-bird

In the news

light vigil” in front of the lake to mark the protest. Further to it,
there has been a set of dialogues between some of the senior
members of eco-groups and the Oberois. Post discussion, the
eco-groups expressed their satisfaction in having impressed upon
the Oberois on the need to have lake development done on sound
ecological lines. However, it is to be seen how this translates into
actions at ground level. Activists are also working towards tackling
the much larger problem of LDA’s interest to lease out lakes for
private management.

is not possible, the document may be printed and used. For
Level 1 observations, one can simply send the records in the
text of an email. However, Level 2 participants should send
the Level 1 datasheet as soon as the first observations are in
so that this can be compiled immediately.

MigrantWatch
The first nation-wide migrant watch programme by National
Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS) and Indian Birds has started
in full swing with more than hundred birdwatchers across the
country registering for the programme. The news was also
publicized in regional and national dailies and has evoked good
response from bird enthusiasts. Dr.Suhel Qader, who is driving
this initiative, publishes the updates frequently in the MigrantWatch
web page at http://www.ncbs.res.in/CitSci.
MigrantWatch is a participatory activity in which volunteers
across the country note the arrival and presence of nine bird species
that spend the winter in India. No special travel or effort is required
other than noting the days on which the species is observed. The
nine species have been chosen to keep the species list small and
manageable for the first year. These species are widely distributed,
fairly common, can be found not far from where people live and
work (i.e., around cities, towns, villages, gardens, farms, campuses,
etc.), and winter over a relatively wide latitudinal range. These
nine species are: Northern Shoveller Anas clypeata, Marsh Harrier
Circus aeruginosus, Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola, Common
Swallow Hirundo rustica, Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea, Brown
Shrike Lanius cristatus, Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros, Greenish
Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides and Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus.
There are two levels of participation.
Level 1. Keep an eye out for these nine species and note the
date when it is first observed in the second half of 2007.
Level 2. Keep a regular (e.g. daily or weekly) record from
6.viii.2007 to 30.iv.2008. If some days or weeks are missed during
this period, it is still okay to contribute information from those
days/weeks on which the observations were made. A datasheet
for filling this information is available at the MigrantWatch website.
Pooling information from volunteers all over the country will
enable construction of countrywide maps of first arrival dates,
regular presence dates, and dates of return migration for each
species. The information gathered will be used to investigate the
timing and speed of migration; also whether migration times are
changing from year to year.
All information contributed will be freely accessible to all
through Internet. A summary of the results will be published in
Indian Birds. Target dates to have the first arrival results available
are xii.2007 and the detailed wintering results by v.2008.
Interested people should send an email to
MigrantWatch@ncbs.res.in with the following information.

From the field
Sangeeta Dhanuka and friends have photographed a female
Crimson-backed Sunbird Leptocoma minima in eclipse plumage at
Nandi Hills near Bangalore on 12.viii.2007. This is perhaps the first
time that this Western Ghats endemic is found outside normal
range. Courtesy: IndiaNaturePixs.
Everyone in Delhi seems to be after the Bristled Grassbird
Chaetornis striatus, which has been reported from Sultanpur and
Dadri wetlands. Several sightings have poured in from these
localities after the first report for this season by Bill Harvey on
4.vii.2007 Courtesy: Delhibird.
Karnataka state had a new bird added to its list this year when
Sudhir Shivaram photographed a Rufous-fronted Prinia Prinia
buchanani on 30.vi.2007 in Gaunahalli, Chitradurga district along
with S. Subramanya and Ashwini Kumar Bhat. Shashank Dalvi
and friends observed this species further north, around Badami,
on 27.v.2007. The bird was also spotted by Mike Prince and friends
at Mydenahalli Blackbuck Reserve in Tumkur district on 12.viii.2007
and 23.viii.2007 providing four sightings in four months—a typical
case of a cryptic species that got overlooked until a sighting triggered
everyone else to look for it. Courtesy: BngBirds.

Your name
Location of observations (Town, District, State)
Latitude (if you know this)
Longitude (if you know this)
Level of participation (1 or 2)
Date observations started at this location (after 01.viii.2007)
How often do you look for birds at this location?

Sending this information will help to gauge the amount of
coverage, and will enable the MigrantWatch team to make
extra efforts to find people to make these observations in poorly
represented locations of the country.
Observations can be entered in the Excel or OpenOffice
spread sheets available in the MigrantWatch website. If this
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Results may be sent by email or by regular mail to:
Citizen Science, National Centre for Biological Sciences,
GKVK Campus, Bellary Road, Bangalore 560065, India.
Email: MigrantWatch@ncbs.res.in

Trevor Price receives E. O. Wilson Naturalist Award
Dr Trevor Price, who has been studying the evolutionary biology
of Indian birds for three decades, has been conferred with the
prestigious E. O. Wilson Naturalist Award for 2007. The American
Society of Naturalists grants this award to any active investigator,
in mid-career, who has made significant contributions to the
knowledge of a particular ecosystem or group of organisms. Few
Indians know that Nitin Jamdar, the Mumbai-based lawyer and
ornithologist, has been a constant volunteer since many years now,
assisting Dr Price in his work on Indian birds. Courtesy:
BirdsofBombay.
Threatened birds of the world—your chance to contribute
BirdLife International (BLI) is seeking inputs and updates for
Threatened birds of the World for the year of 2008. ‘Globally
Threatened Birds Forums’ at the BirdLife website is active with
several proposals to up-list and down-list the existing threatened
species, e.g., the recent distribution information of Forest Owlet
Heteroglaux blewitti has triggered a discussion to down list this species
from Critically Endangered to Endangered. Such discussions can
be monitored and responded to by freely logging into the
Threatened Asian Birds Forum on this website:
http://www.birdlife.org/action/science/species/
global_species_programme/gtb_forums.html
“Healthy Wetlands, Healthy People”
Ramsar Convention secretariat is moving ahead with the
interpretation and material preparation for the theme “Healthy
Wetlands, Healthy People”, chosen for the World Wetlands Day
for next year—an event celebrated every year on 2nd February.
Ramsar invites people to participate in the event and will distribute
material that is hoped to help the celebration of this event. The
basic mailing will include hard copies of the poster and stickers, as
well as a CD-ROM containing printable thematic fact sheets and a
surprise giveaway for children. The mailing is planned for early
October 2007, and one can receive these materials by contacting
121

Valerie Higgins at the Ramsar secretariat (wwd@ramsar.org).
A second CD is being prepared with the original design files
of the poster and stickers for those who wish to customize the
materials or translate them into local languages, but that will be
sent only on special request. For more information, visit:
http://ramsar.org/outreach_index.htm.
Network to save the Siberian Crane
Conservation history was made on 18.v.2007 in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, where the countries of West and Central Asia joined
together to form an international network to save the critically
endangered Siberian Crane Grus leucogeranus. The historical
partnership aims to protect globally significant natural wetlands,
home to tens of millions of migratory water-birds.

The Western and Central Asian populations of the Siberian
Crane migrate thousands of kilometers from their breeding
grounds in the far north of Siberia, southward through six
countries to their wintering grounds in Iran and India. The Siberian
Crane is deeply embedded in the cultures of all the countries of
the region. Since ancient times these great white cranes have
been revered as models of virtue and symbols of good fortune,
long life and fidelity.
The network formally accepted ten sites from five countries.
With the establishment of the Western / Central Asian Site
Network for Siberian Cranes and other water-birds, the sites of
importance for the Siberian Crane now receive formal recognition
across all its three flyways. For more information, visit http://
www.savingcranes.org and http://www.scwp.info.

—Obituary—
William C. Selover (1938–2007)
Bill earned his Masters in foreign affairs at the University of
Virginia, specialising in South Asian affairs. Granted a
Fellowship by the Carnegie Foundation, he came to India in
1962 to serve as a US Information Officer in Bombay, lecturing
on US foreign and domestic policy. That is when we met
him and immediately established a life-long relationship.
He stayed with us at our home in Andheri on several
occasions and enjoyed being introduced to the hobby of
birdwatching. Evidence of this is recorded in his article
(Lavkumar & Selover 1963) relating to his birding with
Lavkumar in Rajkot. In I972 after attending the Second World
Conference on National Parks in Yellowstone I spent a few
days with Bill and his family in Washington DC. It was a
lovely visit, and among others Bill introduced me to Robert
Cahn, a Member of the Presidents’ Council on Environmental
Quality from whom I learnt a great deal about their policies
relating to National Parks. Robert wrote a remarkable series
of fifteen articles in the Christian Science Monitor entitled,
“Will success spoil the National Parks,” for which he was
awarded a Pulitzer in 1969. With literally millions visiting
the parks, (6,000 in one night at the Grand Teton) the
American landscape was under great strain. But they kept a
close watch on events and took appropriate ecological steps
as necessary. Though we have known Bill intimately for
several decades, it is only now that I learn from his daughter,

Victoria, how widespread were his interests and
connections. He was on the editorial staff of the Christian
Science Monitor, the Canberra Times (Australia) and several
others. For sometime he was special assistant to the Secretary
of the Navy. Perhaps the appointment, which gave him most
satisfaction, was acting as speechwriter and environmental
policy advisor to the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the highly respected Russell Train.
We met Bill for the last time in April 2004, a crucial month
for New Ornis Foundation. We had just learnt that the plans
for Aasheesh to be editor of the Newsletter for Birdwatchers
had crashed as the publisher had decided to take on the
dual role. We had just decided to start the Newsletter for
Ornithologists, the forerunner of Indian Birds and were
anxious about its financial viability. On hearing about our
problems Bill said, “Zafar, count on me for $500 immediately
on my return.” This Rs 25,000 and the Rs 30,000 sent with
the same dispatch by Aamir Ali, gave us much relief.
Subscribers to IB must remember their debt to Bill Selover.
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—Zafar Futehally

Errata
Indian Birds Volume 3 Number 2 (March–April) 2007.
Page 46, column 2, fifth line from top: insert an ‘E’ at the end of the coordinates for Bhitarkanika.
Page 48, column 1, eighth line from bottom, above Table 2: Delete “These areas where they were often sighted were.”
Page 66, column 2, fourth line from bottom, read “144145” as ‘144–145’.
Page 66, column 2, last line, read “88 (3):” as ’88 (3): 452.’
Page 69. Photograph captioned ‘Rivering forest’ should read ‘Riverine forest’ and be credited to Shashank Dalvi, not Praveen J.
Page 70. Photograph captioned ‘Striped Blue Crow’ should be credited to Shashank Dalvi, not Praveen J.
Page 72, column 1, 23rd line from top: Replace ‘A. hercules’ with ‘A. atthis.’
Page 72, column 2, 27th line from top: Replace ‘Myiophonus caeruleus’ with ‘Myophonus caeruleus.’
Page 72, column 3, 15th line from top: Replace ‘S. froalis’ with ‘S. frontalis.’
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