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Sighting of Thick-billed Green-pigeon 
Treron curvirostra in Satkosia Tiger 
Reserve, Orissa, India

Thick-billed Green-pigeon Treron curvirostra is known to be 
a resident in the Himalaya, and the hills of north-eastern 
India. Its distribution starts from the foothills of western-

central Nepal to Assam valley, lower parts of South Assam 
Hills, and extends till eastern Bangladesh 
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2005). There 
has been recent evidence of its presence 
in northern Eastern Ghats in the forests of 
Simlipal, Orissa (Nair 2010). This short note 
records, with photographic documentation, 
a record of this species from Satkosia Tiger 
Reserve (20°25’N–20°45’N 85°35’E–86°5’E), 
Angul district, Orissa which is further south of 
the previously reported sighting.

The field site, Labangi watchtower is 
located towards the north-eastern boundary 
of the park. It is about an hour’s drive from 
Pampasar gate, which is the northern entry 
point to the reserve. On 3 May 2009 at 
1210 hrs, four Thick-billed Green-pigeons 
were observed near Labangi watchtower. 
They were seen along with a flock of Emerald Doves 
Chalcophaps indica, and were feeding on the ground in a dug 
out mud patch across the watchtower. One of the individuals 
approached water later while the rest were busy pecking on 
the ground. They were observed with Olympus 7x35 binocular  
from the watchtower across the water tank till about 1600 hrs 

(Fig. 1). The birds had a distinct bluish-green orbital skin, and a 
thicker yellow bill with red base, ruling out any misidentification.

Pigeons are known to be nomadic outside their breeding 
season. However, a sighting in May is of additional interest as 

it falls in the breeding season of this species, 
which is April–June according to Rasmussen & 
Anderton (2005). Nair (2010) also suggested 
the same from Simlipal where the Thick-billed 
Green-pigeons have been sighted all the year 
round. This strengthens the chances of the 
presence of a breeding population in Eastern 
Ghats, and extends its range further south in 
peninsular India.
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Fig. 1.  Thick-billed Green-pigeons Treron curvirostra and Emerald Doves Chalcophaps indica feeding together.
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