R ao & Adaki : Laggar Falcon

Notes on the breeding of the Laggar Falcon Falco jugger
Amith Rao & Kushal R. Adaki
Rao, A., & Adaki, K., 2018. Notes on the breeding of the Laggar Falcon Falco jugger. Indian BIRDS 14 (5): 139–141.
Amith Rao 60 Eureka Colony, Keshwapur, Kusugal Road, Hubli 580023, Karnataka, India. E-mail: amithraohubli@gmail.com [AR]
Kushal R. Adaki, Kubera Apartment, Club Road, Hubli 580030, Karnataka, India. [KAR]
Manuscript received on 8 September 2017.

T

All: Amith Rao & Kushal R. Adaki

he Laggar Falcon Falco jugger [148] is a widespread resident
raptor in India (Naoroji 2006; Clark et al. 2018). The IUCN
Red List of Threatened Species (BirdLife International 2016)
has categorised it as ‘Near Threatened.’ We chanced upon a nest
of the Laggar and documented its breeding behaviour. Though
Naoroji (2007) documents its breeding in detail, certain aspects,
like incubation- and fledgling periods, are not well-known, and
hence we present our observations along with photographs.

Both the birds took turns to incubate, and hunt [149]. Most of
the times the tiercel hunted, and brought the prey to the falcon,
eating only after she had finished. During the incubation period
the birds would hunt once a day [150]. The hunting frequency
was comparatively less during this time. At all times, one bird
remained near the nest to guard the little ones from possible
predators like Black Kites Milvus migrans, Short-toed Snake Eagles
Circaetus gallicus, and Indian Spotted Eagles Clanga hastata,
which were commonly found near the nest. Any bird that got
close to the nest was chased away by the falcons. Copulation was
observed just once, on 20 February 2017.

149. Falcon incubating.
148. Laggar Falcon female.

A nest was spotted on the outskirts of Hubli (15.36°N,
75.12°E; c. 650–700m asl), Karnataka, in an area that falls within
the proposed Hubli ring road. Hubli is in the Deccan Plateau
region (average annual rainfall 800 mm; average temperature
21ºC–34ºC). The nest was c. 13 m above the ground, in the
middle of a transmission tower, and was made up of small sticks.
Fields and farms that grew sunflower and chilies surrounded
the tower. The site was about two kilometers away from
human habitation, but was susceptible to some human-related
disturbances from industries that manufacture construction
material. The surroundings had a lot of small birds and reptiles,
which the falcons hunted. There were a few artificial tanks in
the vicinity, used by cattle in summer, which the birds visited
occasionally. We first saw the birds on 20 December 2016, but
did not know then that they comprised a pair. Their nest was
spotted opportunistically on 28 January 2017, while birding to
locate raptors. We saw a falcon attacking a flock of feral Rock
Pigeons Columba livia, after which it returned to a place and
stayed there for a long time; and that was when we realised
it was sitting on its nest. The bird, identified as the tiercel, was
incubating.
Since then, we monitored the pair, at various times daily, for
the next five months: most during 0630–0930 hrs, or sometimes
during 1600–1830 hrs.

150. Falcon hunting a dove, 14 February 2017.

Incubation continued at least till 25 February 2017, when
we started hearing sounds that seemed like nestlings, coming
from the nest. Hence, incubation lasted for at least 30 days.
We first saw a nestling on 07 March 2017 [151]. Two chicks
were observed in the nest and seemed to be mostly black and
white in colour. The bill and crown appeared white. The adults
hunted between 0730–0830 hrs; one adult was always near
the nest while the other was away, hunting. Both, the tiercel,
and the falcon took turns to hunt, feed, and guard the nest
[152, 153]. The types of prey the pair brought to the nest are
listed in Table 1.
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151. Laggar Falcon fledglings on 07 March 2017.

During the first two weeks, till 18 March, adults fed the
nestlings. By 15 March, the plumage of the nestlings had become
blacker; they were flapping their wings, and would start chirping
at any bird that flew near the nest. They began to eat the food,
brought by the adults, by themselves from 18 March onwards.
On 24 March, the young ones were seen flying for the first
time. Both flew on the same day. The adults would fly above the
young ones and push them to the ground as if limiting the flying
duration of the young birds that almost invariably crash-landed.
In fact, one of the juveniles crashed on to a transmission tower
and the scar was visible even in May [154]. The duration of these
flights was very short (< 15 sec), as was the distance (< 100m).
The fledgelings preferred to land on the ground. Between 23
March and 29 March, we saw that the juvenile birds where trying
to fly for a longer time and the adult birds seemed to be guiding
them to fly higher and faster. During this period the adult birds
would hunt and bring the prey to the fledgelings; helping them
tear open the kill, so that they could feed easily. On 10 April, the
juveniles chose to roost c. 500 m from the nest, on another tree.
Thereafter, they roosted on different perches.
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152. Young falcons feeding on a dove, 15 March 2017.

154. Juvenile falcons; the scar on the bill of the bird on top is the result of a collision with a
transmission tower, 12 May 2017.

153. Young falcons being fed a dove, 15 March 2017.

Table 1. Prey brought to the nest by Laggar Falcons during incubation and
fledgling periods
No Prey Species
Incubation Fledgling
Period
Period
1.
Rock Pigeon Columba livia / Laughing Dove
4
3
Streptopelia senegalensis
2.
Large Grey Babbler Argya malcomi
4
6
3.
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos
—
2
4.
Spotted Owlet Athene brama
—
1
5.
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis
—
2
6.
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus
—
1
7.
Unidentified birds
1
3
8.
Rodents
4
6
9.
Lizards
4
5

In many instances we noted that a prey had been beheaded
before it was brought to the nest. This behavior has also been
observed in the Taita Falcon F. fasciinucha when it delivered prey
to a nest (Hartley et al. 1993).

Invariably, all the falcons fed on the ground [155]. On 19
April, we saw the adults interacting with the juveniles in what
seemed to be a training session. The adult birds would pick up
twigs from the ground and fly to a height of c. one meter and
drop the twig. The juveniles would try doing the same by holding
the twigs in their bills, or talons [156, 157]—imitating a hunt.
They would try to fly while holding the twig, or even small stones.
The juveniles attempted to hunt Large Grey Babblers Argya
malcolmi, which are abundant in the area. Once, the juveniles
were spotted feeding on a garden lizard Calotes versicolor [158],
when the parents were not around. We do not know whether
they killed the lizard themselves. By 24 April the juveniles had
become confident and were seen to fly considerable distances,
and attack different birds like crows Corvus sp., and Black Kites.
By 01 May 2017 the fledgelings had become independent,
hunting together, but without the parents. They attacked birds
like Large Grey Babblers, and feral Rock Pigeons. They had begun
feeding entirely by themselves. They were seen ranging widely
over the landscape, and also raiding the nests in the surroundings
including those of Black Kites, which nested on transmission
towers. They were seeing doing this many times on 22 April. The
parents too had changed their roosting place, and returned to the
transmission tower very infrequently. The juvenile Laggars were
not seen after 10 May. The adult tiercel was seen near the nest
on 15 May, and both the adults on 06 June, after which both
disappeared.
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155. The Laggar Falcon family on the ground.

158. Young falcons feeding on garden lizard, 12 May 2017.

The juveniles seem to stay together, at least for some time;
they were seen in August and September, in the general vicinity,
and once near the nest, which was nearly six months after they
have fledged.
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156. A juvenile Laggar Falcon picking twigs from the ground.

We thank Niranjan Sant for sharing his knowledge of the bird behaviour and guiding
us in writing this note. The nest was also observed by Balkrishna Kulkarni, and Pavan
Annigeri, and we thank them for their company; Abhi Madangeri for sharing his
knowledge on landscape and Laggar Falcons and Vaidehi Gunjal for supporting us.

All: Amith Rao & Kushal R. Adaki

References

157. Juvenile falcon picking twigs from the ground.

BirdLife International. 2016. Falco jugger. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species
2016: e.T22696492A93568123. http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.
T22696492A93568123.en. Downloaded on 23 April 2018.
Clark, W. S., Kirwan, G. M., & Marks, J. S. 2018. Laggar Falcon (Falco jugger). In: del
Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, J., Christie, D.A. & de Juana, E. (eds.). Handbook of
the Birds of the World Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. (Retrieved from https://
www.hbw.com/node/53243 on 13 March 2018).
Hartley, R., Dunkley, A. S., Groenewald, A., & Bodington, G., 1993. Notes on the
breeding biology, hunting behaviour and ecology of the Taita Falcon Falco
fasciinucha in Zimbabwe. The Journal of Raptor Research 27 (3): 133–142.
Naoroji, R., 2006. Birds of prey of the Indian Subcontinent. Reprint ed. New Delhi: Om
Books International. Pp. 1–692.

Birds of Afghanistan: Species not recorded in the
‘Indian Subcontinent checklist’
Praveen J.
Praveen J., 2018. Birds of Afghanistan: Species not recorded in the ‘Indian Subcontinent checklist’. Indian BIRDS 14 (5): 141–144.
Praveen J., B303, Shriram Spurthi, ITPL Main Road, Brookefields, Bengaluru 560037, Karnataka, India. E-mail: paintedstork@gmail.com
Manuscript received on 16 July 2017.

T

he term South Asia or Southern Asia is used to represent
the southern region of the Asian continent, comprising the
sub-Himalayan countries and, for some authorities, the
adjoining countries on their western and eastern sides. Presently,
it often refers to the countries belonging to a multilateral
association known as South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC), namely, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,

the Maldives, Nepal, India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. The ornithology
of this region has been traditionally influenced by the British, and
hence, often excluded Afghanistan (Oates 1889, 1890; Blanford
1895, 1898; Baker 1922–1930; Ali & Ripley 1987; Grimmett
et al. 2011). Contrastingly, the ornithology of Afghanistan, or what
little has been published on it, appeared in multiple languages
including English, French, Danish, German, and Russian. There is
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