
This is only the third confirmed record of a Spoon-billed 
Sandpiper from Sri Lanka: the previous ones being from Bundala 
in March 1978 (CBCN 1978a), and Bentota in November 1978 
(CBCN 1978b). The CBC Rarities and Records Committee rejected 
a December 1979 report from Bundala (CBCN 1979; Collar et al. 
2001) during its evaluations in 1985 (Deepal Warakagoda, in litt., 
01 July 2018). This is also, probably, the first report of an over-
summering Spoon-billed Sandpiper from South Asia. 

My special thanks to Deepal Warakagoda and Udaya 
Sirivardana for identifying the importance of this sighting and 
coordinating with Oriental Bird Club and Spoon-billed Sandpiper 
Task Force; and to Moditha Hiranya Kodikaraarachchi, Hemantha 
Seneviratne, and Sudheera Bandara for helping me document 
the sighting and reviewing this article. 
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A colour-aberrant Indian Paradise Flycatcher 
Terpsiphone paradisi from Ahmednagar, Maharashtra
On the evening of 23 November 2017, Hitesh Oberoi 
photographed an Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 
that was in unique plumage. It was in the canopy of a tree in 
Dongargan Valley (19.25°N, 74.76°E) near Ahmednagar city. The 
adult white morph male had a white crest [100], an aberration, 
as the species normally has a black crest. In addition, the bird had 
white spots around its eye, and on its throat. This seems to be a 
case of partial leucism, or progressive greying (van Grouw et al. 
2016). On subsequent trips to the location, Onkar Ingle, Onkar 
Bedre, and Yuvraj Navle saw the bird five more times. Every time it 
was seen only in the evening.  While the length of the crest varies 
by region (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012), there is no mention in 
literature of a white crest in any subspecies of the Indian Paradise 

Flycatcher. Other than the plumage, we did not observe any other 
physical or behavioral abnormality in that individual.
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100. A male Indian Paradise Flycatcher with a white crest, showing partial leucism.
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