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Abstract
The banj oak Quercus leucotrichophora-chir pine Pinus roxburghii forest zone (1500–2200 m asl) of the Western Himalaya is a biodiversity-rich habitat that 
has undergone considerable modification and conversion over the last 20 years. Yet, there is little systematic information on its avifauna, particularly in the 
context of the observed impacts of global warming, land use change, forest modification, and fragmentation. In this study, we inventory the birds of this 
forest association based on intensive field studies carried out at 42 sites (in six geographical clusters) inthe Nainital, and Almora Districts of Uttarakhand, 
along with collecting data on abundance status, breeding, habitat preferences, and endemism status. We recorded a total of 136 species over four years of 
study across these sites. Based on our observations, 104 species (76%) are likely to be breeding. The large number of broad-leaved forest specialists (35), 
primarily forest species that are relatively adaptable (69), and Himalayan endemics (51) recorded during the study indicates the high conservation value 
of this forest association. Based on our observations, and the existing literature, we suggest that the 19 Himalayan endemic species that are also oak forest 
specialists, are likely to be endangered due to the concordant threats of habitat degradation, fragmentation, and climate change.

Introduction
The Himalayas represent a biologically diverse region within 
India with extremely rich floral and faunal communities (Singh & 
Singh 1992). As an illustration, more than 50% of the total bird 
diversity of India has been recorded within the Himalayan state 
of Uttarakhand (Mohan & Sondhi 2014). Within Uttarakhand, the 
mountain region of Kumaon too boasts of a rich bird fauna: a 
compilation in 2000 listed 382 species from 19 different sites in 
its three districts (Sultana & Khan 2000). Birding surveys within 
Kumaon have revealed hotspots of bird diversity such as in 
Pawalgarh Conservation Reserve (approximately 350 species),1 
and Corbett Tiger Reserve (approximately 600 species),2 both 
of which are located in the lower altitudes of the Terai–Shivalik 
Hills range. There is a need to carry out intensive surveys in other 
habitat types along the altitudinal gradient of the Himalayas.

The banj oak-chir pine forests (Quercus leucotrichophora-
Pinus roxburghii association) form a distinct vegetation zone in 
the Western Himalayas, which is restricted to the mid-altitudinal 
zone from 1500 to 2200 m asl (Singh & Singh 1987). Chir 
pine [46] is a fast-growing early successional species, occurring 
in mono-dominant stands, which give way to oak-dominated 
hardwood stands under natural conditions (Singh & Singh 1987; 
Singh & Singh 1992). Banj oak occurs as the dominant species 
in the hardwood forest stands at this altitude, which occurs along 
with associates such as burans Rhododendron arboreum, angyar 
Lyonia ovalifolia, kaafal Myrica esculenta, and Indian horse 
chestnut Aesculus indica. This vegetation zone supports a host 
of local livelihoods, including subsistence agriculture, animal 
husbandry, horticulture, forestry, and tourism thanks to the rich 

resources available here (Singh and Singh 1992; Naudiyal and 
Schmerbeck 2016).

The banj oak-chir pine forest association, formally classified 
as Himalayan moist temperate forest (Champion & Seth 1968), 
forms part of the globally recognised Western Himalayan 
temperate forest biome (BirdLife International 2016a). This 
biome has been attributed high conservation importance having 
been designated as an ‘Endemic Bird Area’ due to the overlapping 
of ranges of eleven restricted-range species (EBA #128; BirdLife 
International 2016a, b). A few recognised Important Bird Areas 
(henceforth, IBAs), as well as Protected Areas are also located 
in this vegetation zone, such as Benog Mountain Quail Wildlife 
Sanctuary (IBA #IN100), Naina Devi Conservation Reserve and 

1 http://www.uttarakhandbirdfestival.in/about/about-pawalgarh
2 http://www.corbettnationalpark.in/ctr_revealed_fauna.htm

46. Chir pine Pinus roxburghii forest.
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Binsar Wildlife Sanctuary(IBA #IN101; Islam & Rahmani 2004; 
Mohan & Sondhi 2014).

The banj oak [47] forest association lies in a high rainfall 
zone, hosting high bird diversity due to its lush foliage, species-
rich flora, and moist micro-climate (Naudiyal & Schmerbeck 
2016). Additionally, a heterogeneous vegetation structure, both 
horizontally, and vertically, is created by high density and diversity 
of epiphytes such as mosses, lichens, fungi as well as creepers, 
ferns, saplings, shrubs, and herbs (Singh & Singh 1992). Further, 
unique features of banj oak forest, such as high transpiration rate 
(resulting in high humidity), dense leaf litter, complex branching, 
large tree size, and presence of cavities, create many niches for 
species (authors’ pers. obs.). In comparison, chir pine forest has 
low structural, and compositional, diversity due to dry micro-
climate, and soils, and a lack of multiple vegetation layers (Singh 
& Singh 1992; Naudiyal & Schmerbeck 2016), resulting in poor 
availability of niches for flora and fauna. However, chir pine 
stands, and banj oak stands form a forest continuum that bird 
species are found to use opportunistically. 

While both, banj oak, and chir pine are native to this altitudinal 
zone, there is evidence that chir pine forests are extending 
their range at the cost of the oak forests (Singh & Singh 1987; 
Naudiyal & Schmerbeck 2016). This is thought to be caused by a 
combination of factors such as forest degradation (due to over-
exploitation of banj oak forests for fuelwood, fodder, and leaf 
litter), climate change, diversion of springs for human uses, and 
frequent forest fires. Since the 1990’s, the forests in this area 
have also been facing fragmentation due to widening of existing, 
and construction of new roads, expansion of tourism zones, and 
intensified horticultural activity (Narain 2013; authors’ pers. obs.). 

Despite facing a high degree of threat, and being of critical 
importance to rural livelihoods, there have been few avifaunal 
studies focused on the banj oak-chir pine forests. Only Sultana 
& Khan (2000) have comprehensively documented bird life in 
the oak forests of Kumaon, in a broad elevational band in which 
different vegetation associations were covered. The current study 
attempts to expand the understanding of the bird life of this 
forest association through surveys over 
multiple years, with the focused aim of 
profiling the bird community in terms 
of abundance, habitat preference, and 
conservation importance.

Study Area and Methods
The study area in the banj oak-chir 
pine belt, covering parts of Nainital, 
and Almora Districts, was selected in 
such a way that it fell within the area 
circumscribed by the coordinates 
29.521ºN–29.388ºN, and 79.586ºE–
79.548ºE. This area had adequate 
representation of both, banj oak, and 
chir pine along with adjoining land 
uses. Within this study area, six different 
clusters of sites were surveyed for birds 
(Figure 1; and Table 1). 

Across these six clusters, a total 
of 42 sites were studied over varying 
numbers of years, and durations (refer 
to Table 1 for the site names and 
months of study). The surveys were 

carried out mainly in the spring and summer seasons when bird 
breeding is maximal (March to June), over four years from 2013–
2016. In 2015, surveys were additionally carried out during the 
month of September. 

In terms of management regimes, the 42 surveyed sites 
covered reserved forests, Van Panchayat forests, and private 
forests of the Indian Veterinary Research Institute. Once the study 
sites were selected and marked via GPS, bird observations were 
carried out in three different ways. 

First, all possible trails at each of the sites, radiating up to a 
radius of 1–2 km, including bridle paths and jeep tracks, were 
walked, and trail-based observations noted. Second, opportunistic 
observations were made while driving from one site to another, 
and if required, birds were followed up on foot for identification. 
Observations were thus carried out from roughly 0700 to 1100 
hrs, and from 0300 to 0630 hrs. Third, systematic point counts 
were undertaken with the aim of quantifying relative abundance 
of species during the period April–June 2016. During this period, 

Fig. 1. Map of study area showing the location of study sites in Nainital and Almora Districts.
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point counts were undertaken only from 0700 to 1030 hrs, 
and were distributed equally across six different habitat types: 
primary forest, degraded forest, heavily lopped forest, pine forest, 
horticultural plantations, and tourist resorts—in each of the 42 
study sites (Table 1).

In terms of birding effort, during May–June 2013, observations 
were undertaken for 78 hrs, while during May–June 2014, for 
100 hrs. In 2015, 28 hrs of surveys were carried out in April, 
and 80 hrs in September. During the period March–June 2016, 
240 hrs of observations were done, of which 69 hrs were spent 
in systematic point counts (see above). Therefore, during the 
study’s four years, 526 hrs of observation were carried out over 
ten months.

Throughout the surveys, birds were identified and recorded 
either by visual observations (using a standard field guide: 
Grimmett et al. 2011), or using auditory cues on the basis of bird 
vocalisations (calls, and songs). All unfamiliar calls were recorded 
in the field and later identified using reliable internet resources.3 
After identifications were confirmed, the bird nomenclature was 
revised on the basis of Praveen et al. (2016), which takes into 
account recent global nomenclatural changes. 

Notes were taken on breeding behaviour (‘Br’), when 
observed. A bird was recorded as breeding if pairs were seen 
indulging in courtship display, building or tending their nests, 
if fledglings were seen, or if individuals were seen consistently 
displaying territorial behaviour. Since the surveys were mainly 
undertaken in the breeding season, territorial behaviour is highly 
likely to indicate breeding.

The bird species were assigned an abundance category—
Uncommon (henceforth, UNC), Moderately Common 
(henceforth, MC), or Common (henceforth, C)—based mainly 
on surveys carried out during the systematic point counts during 
April–June 2016. The encounter frequency (as individuals 
encountered per hour) was calculated for each of the 111 species 
recorded during the point counts. Species were then assigned an 

abundance category as given above, based on the encounter 
frequency (henceforth, EF) as follows: UNC (EF 0.01–0.16), 
MC (EF 0.17–0.84), and C (EF 0.93 to 5.25). For the remaining 
25 species, which were seen outside this sampling period, the 
categories were assigned based on the observation records of 
the three authors. 

Habitat preferences were assigned based on a combination 
of field observations, and the species description in Grimmett 
et al. (1998), and Ali (2002). Each species was thus assigned 
to one, or more, of the following categories (see Table 2): Oak 
Forest Specialist (henceforth, OAKFOR; seen primarily in dense 
oak forest), Forest and Edge (henceforth, FOREDG; seen in 
native forest, forest edge, gaps, gardens and horticulture), Open 
and Forested Valleys (henceforth, OPFL), Vagrant (henceforth, 
VAGR), Village area (henceforth, VILL), Cultivation (henceforth, 
CULT), and Commensal (henceforth, COMM; restricted to human 
settlements). It should be noted that the habitat preferences 
recorded here are strictly those seen in the studied forest 
association. Depending on the biology of the species, habitat 
preferences may be different at other altitudes.

In order to assign endemism status, if any, the global range 
of each species was taken from the updated species page on the 
website of BirdLife International (BirdLife International 2016c). 
Global range was recorded only for the species restricted to the 
Himalayan region or a part thereof. The oak forest belt represents 
the lower, or upper, range limit for many species; consequently 
this is indicated for such species, which was obtained from 
species descriptions in Grimmett et al. (1998).

Results
Over the four years of the study, 136 species were recorded from 
the 42 sites in the study area (Table 2). Of the 136 species, signs 
of breeding were seen in as many as 104 species (76%), which 
are therefore likely to be either residents or summer migrants 
in this forest association. This shows the importance of the banj 
oak–pine vegetation zone for montane bird conservation. 

Table 1. Location and dates of bird surveys

Area/site cluster Sites/reserved/village forests covered* Month(s) Year

Maheshkhan Maheshkhan, Shyamkhet, Padampur, and Ramgarh May 2014

April, September 2015

April–June 2016

Mukhteshwar  Mukhteshwar, Indian Veterinary Research Institute, and Sitla May–June 2013

May–June 2014

April, September 2015

April–June 2016

Orakhan Orakhan, Sitla, Badhet, Meora, Dadim, Pokhara, Hartola, Nathuakhan, Gadgaon, Simayal, and Satkhol May–June 2013

May–June 2014

April, September 2015

March–June 2016

Sunkiya Sunkiya, Chippa, Buribanna, Gangchaur, Parbara, Sargaghat, and Saatbunga March–June 2016

Dhanachuli Paharpani, Jarapani, Kwedal, Okhalkand, Edidhar, Soondarkhal, Kaalapaatal, Saliakot, Letibunga, Mangher, Gwalakol, and Dhari April–June 2016

Mornaula Sheherphatak, Motiapathar, Punagarh, Lamgarha, Harinagar, and Dinitalli April–June 2016

* Both village forests (Van Panchayats) and Reserved Forests were covered, in addition to village and other human-modified habitats. All sites were located between 1500 
and 2200 m asl., within banj oak–chir pine forest elevational zone.

3 www.xeno-canto.org
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Table 2. List of bird species recorded in the study area (2013-16)

S.No. Common name Scientific name Breeding Abundance (Encounter rate) Habitat preference Global range

1 Common Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola Br MC (0.23) OAKFOR Him-3

2 Black Francolin* Francolinus francolinus Br MC (0.43) CULT  

3 Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos Br MC (0.30) OAKFOR Him-3

4 Rock Pigeon Columba livia C (0.96) COMM  

5 Oriental Turtle Dove Streptopelia orientalis Br C (2.62) FOREDG  

6 Eurasian Collared Dove* S. decaocto UNC (0.03) CULT; VILL  

7 Spotted Dove* S. chinensis MC (0.72) CULT  

8 Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon Treron sphenurus Br MC (0.02) OAKFOR Him-3

9 Emerald Dove* Chalcophaps indica UNC FOREDG  

10 Large-tailed Nightjar* Caprimulgus macrurus Br UNC FOREDG  

11 Asian Koel* Eudynamys scolopaceus UNC (0.04) FOREDG; VILL  

12 Large Hawk Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides Br UNC (0.03) OAKFOR  

13 Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus Br UNC (0.12) OAKFOR  

14 Common Cuckoo C. canorus Br MC (0.22) OAKFOR  

15 Himalayan Cuckoo C. saturatus Br MC (0.29) OAKFOR  

16 Indian Cormorant* Phalacrocorax fuscicollis UNC VAGR  

17 Oriental Honey Buzzard* Pernis ptilorhynchus UNC FOREDG  

18 Bearded Vulture** Gypaetus barbatus UNC (0.01) OPFL  

19 Crested Serpent Eagle* Spilornis cheela Br MC FOREDG  

20 Himalayan Vulture Gyps himalayensis MC (0.08) OPFL  

21 Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus UNC (0.01) OPFL  

22 Mountain Hawk Eagle Nisaetus nipalensis UNC OAKFOR  

23 Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis Br MC OAKFOR  

24 Steppe Eagle* Aquila nipalensis MC (0.01) OPFL  

25 Shikra* Accipiter badius UNC FOREDG  

26 Besra A. virgatus UNC (0.01) FOREDG  

27 Black Kite* Milvus migrans UNC (0.01) COMM  

28 Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus UNC FOREDG  

29 Upland Buzzard B. hemilasius UNC FOREDG  

30 Collared Owlet Glaucidium brodiei Br UNC (0.03) OAKFOR Him-3

31 Asian Barred Owlet G. cuculoides UNC (0.04) OAKFOR Him-3

32 Mountain Scops Owl Otus spilocephalus Br UNC OAKFOR  

33 Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica Br UNC (0.03) OAKFOR  

34 Common Hoopoe* Upupa epops UNC (0.10) CULT  

35 Speckled Piculet* Picumnus innominatus UNC (0.01) OAKFOR  

36 Greater Yellow-naped Woodpecker Chrysophlegma flavinucha Br UNC (0.04) OAKFOR  

37 Lesser Yellow-naped Woodpecker* Picus chlorolophus Br UNC (0.04) FOREDG  

38 Grey-headed Woodpecker P. canus Br MC (0.43) OAKFOR  

39 Scaly-bellied Woodpecker P. squamatus Br MC (0.23) FOREDG Him-2

40 Greater Golden-backed Woodpecker* Chrysocolaptes lucidus Br UNC OAKFOR  

41 Fulvous-Breasted Pied Woodpecker* Dendrocopos macei UNC (0.01) FOREDG  

42 Brown-fronted Woodpecker D. auriceps Br C (0.96) FOREDG Him-1 

Many of the breeding species, such as Verditer Flycatcher 
Eumyias thalassinus, Himalayan Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus, 
Indian Cuckoo Cuculus micropterus, Hume’s Leaf Warbler 
Abrornis humei, Greenish Leaf Warbler Seicercus trochiloides, 
and Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris breed in the 
Himalayas and winter in the plains of Indian Subcontinent. Other 
breeders are those that are restricted to the Himalayas both, 
during summer, and winter, such as: White-throated Laughing-
thrush Garrulax albogularis, Greater Yellow-naped Woodpecker 

Chrysophlegma flavinucha, and Rufous-bellied Woodpecker 
Dendrocopos hyperythrus. There are other species that migrate 
altitudinally, breeding in oak forest areas (and higher), and 
moving down to the Himalayan foothills in winter, such as 
the Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara, and Grey-hooded 
Warbler S. xanthoschistos.

Of the 136 species, 57 were assigned UNC category. Some 
of these species are naturally rare in this forest zone, such as 
Green Shrike-babbler Pteruthius xanthochlorus, White-browed 
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Table 2. List of bird species recorded in the study area (2013-16)

S.No. Common name Scientific name Breeding Abundance (Encounter rate) Habitat preference Global range

43 Himalayan Pied Woodpecker D. himalayensis Br MC (0.72) FOREDG Him-1 

44 Rufous-bellied woodpecker D. hyperythrus Br MC (0.25) OAKFOR Him-3

45 Great Barbet Psilopogon virens Br C (1.23) FOREDG Him-3

46 Blue-throated Barbet* P. asiaticus Br UNC (0.01) FOREDG Him-3

47 Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Br UNC CULT  

48 Slaty-headed Parakeet Psittacula himalayana UNC (0.07) FOREDG Him-2

49 Plum-headed Parakeet* P. cyanocephala MC (0.84) FOREDG  

50 Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus Br C (1.62) FOREDG Him-3

51 Scarlet Minivet P. flammeus UNC (0.16) FOREDG  

52 Black-winged Cuckooshrike Lalage melaschistos Br MC (0.19) FOREDG  

53 Himalayan Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius ripleyi Br MC (0.32) OAKFOR  

54 Green Shrike Babbler* P. xanthochlorus UNC (0.03) FOREDG Him-3

55 Maroon Oriole Oriolus trailii Br MC (0.55) OAKFOR  

56 Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus Br C (1.46) FOREDG  

57 Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo D. remifer Br UNC (0.04) OAKFOR Him-3

58 Greater Racket-tailed Drongo* D. paradiseus UNC OAKFOR  

59 White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis UNC FOREDG  

60 Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach UNC (0.06) CULT  

61 Grey Treepie Dendrocitta formosae Br MC (0.23) OAKFOR  

62 Red-billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythroryncha Br C (0.93) FOREDG Him-3

63 Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius Br C (0.93) OAKFOR  

64 Black-headed Jay G. lanceolatus Br C (1.83) FOREDG Him-1

65 House Crow Corvus splendens UNC (0.03) COMM  

66 Large-billed Crow C. macrorhynchos Br C (0.84) FOREDG  

67 Indian Paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi UNC FOREDG  

68 Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus Br MC (0.49) FOREDG Him-3

69 Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis UNC FOREDG Him-3

70 Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata UNC CULT  

71 House Sparrow* Passer domesticus C (2.83) COMM  

72 Russet Sparrow P. cinnamomeus Br C (3.41) CULT; VILL Him-3

73 Upland Pipit Anthus sylvanus Br MC (0.25) CULT Him-3

74 Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea UNC CULT  

75 White Wagtail M. alba UNC CULT  

76 Common Rosefinch Erythrina erythrina C (0.96) CULT; FOREDG

77 Yellow-breasted Greenfinch Chloris spinoides Br C (1.04) CULT Him-3

78 Rock Bunting Emberiza cia UNC CULT  

79 Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis Br MC (0.36) FOREDG  

80 Coal Tit Periparus ater Br MC (0.68) OAKFOR  

81 Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus Br C (2.62) FOREDG Him-3

82 Cinereous Tit* P. cinereus MC (0.17) FOREDG  

83 Black-lored Tit Machlolophus xanthogenys Br C (1.19) FOREDG  

84 Striated Prinia Prinia crinigera Br MC (0.39) CULT Him-3

85 Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica C (1.09) CULT; VILL  

86 Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Br C (3.03) COMM  

87 Mountain bulbul Ixos mcclellandii Br MC (0.33) FOREDG  

88 Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus Br C (3.49) FOREDG Him-3

89 Himalayan Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenis Br C (3.25) FOREDG; CULT

90 Red-vented Bulbul* P. cafer Br MC (0.36) CULT  

91 Hume’s Leaf Warbler Abrornis humei Br C (2.52) FOREDG  

92 Lemon-rumped Warbler A. chloronotus MC (0.62) OAKFOR Him-2
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Table 2. List of bird species recorded in the study area (2013-16)

S.No. Common name Scientific name Breeding Abundance (Encounter rate) Habitat preference Global range

93 Green-crowned Warbler Seicercus burkii Br UNC (0.07) FOREDG  

94 Greenish Leaf Warbler S. trochiloides MC (0.70) FOREDG  

95 Blyth’s Leaf Warbler S. reguloides UNC (0.01) OAKFOR Him-3

96 Grey-hooded Leaf Warbler S. xanthoschistos Br C (5.28) FOREDG Him-2

97 Grey-sided Bush Warbler Cettia brunnifrons MC (0.28) FOREDG Him-2

98 Black-faced Warbler Abroscopus schisticeps Br C (1.03) OAKFOR Him-3

99 Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus Br C (3.42) FOREDG Him-3

100 Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis Br MC (0.19) FOREDG Him-3

101 Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus Br C (1.10) FOREDG  

102 White-browed Scimitar Babbler* Pomatorhinus schisticeps UNC (0.01) FOREDG Him-3

103 Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler Erythrogenys erythrogenys Br MC (0.26) FOREDG Him-3

104 Black-chinned Babbler* Cyanoderma pyrrhops Br UNC (0.13) FOREDG Him-1 

105 Striated Laughingthrush Grammatoptila striata Br MC (0.74) OAKFOR Him-2

106 Jungle Babbler* Turdoides striata UNC (0.28) CULT  

107 White-crested Laughingthrush* Garrulax leucolophus MC (0.17) OAKFOR Him-3

108 White-throated Laughingthrush G. albogularis Br C (3.20) OAKFOR Him-3

109 Streaked Laughingthrush Trochalopteron lineatum Br C (2.25) FOREDG Him-3

110 Chestnut Crowned Laughingthrush T. erythrocephalum Br UNC (0.10) FOREDG Him-3

111 Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata Br C (2.68) OAKFOR Him-2

112 Blue-winged Minla Siva cyanouroptera Br MC (0.52) FOREDG Him-3

113 Bar-tailed Treecreeper Certhia himalayana Br C (1.30) FOREDG  

114 Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch* Sitta castanea Br MC (0.28) OAKFOR  

115 White-tailed Nuthatch S. himalayensis Br C (1.42) OAKFOR Him-3

116 Common Myna Acridotheres tristis Br C (1.72) VILL  

117 Jungle Myna A. fuscus Br C (1.33) CULT; FOREDG

118 Oriental Magpie Robin* Copsychus saularis Br UNC (0.01) FOREDG  

119 Asian Brown Flycatcher* Muscicapa dauurica UNC (0.04) FOREDG  

120 Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara Br MC (0.28) OAKFOR Him-3

121 Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus Br C (1.74) FOREDG  

122 Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculatus Br UNC (0.09) OAKFOR Him-3

123 Blue Whistling Thrush Myophonus caeruleus Br C (1.22) FOREDG Him-3

124 Rufous-gorgetted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata UNC (0.01) FOREDG  

125 Ultramarine Flycatcher F. superciliaris Br C (1.70) FOREDG  

126 Plumbeous Water Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosa Br UNC FOREDG  

127 White-capped Water Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus UNC FOREDG  

128 Hodgson’s Redstart Phoenicurus hodgsoni UNC (0.03) OAKFOR Him-3

129 Blue-capped Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha Br MC CULT; VILL  

130 Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush M. rufiventris Br MC (0.22) FOREDG Him-3

131 Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus Br MC (0.19) CULT; VILL  

132 Grey Bushchat S. ferreus Br C (1.43) FOREDG Him-3

133 Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Br UNC (0.10) FOREDG  

134 Grey-winged Blackbird T. boulboul Br C (0.96) OAKFOR Him-3

135 Tickell’s Thrush T. unicolor Br UNC (0.09) FOREDG  

136 White-collared Blackbird T. albocinctus UNC FOREDG Him-3

Note: Bird species’ names, and their order, are according to Praveen, Jayapal and Pittie (2016).  

Legend:  

*: Asterisk indicates the 1500-2200 m asl elevation represents Upper Range Limit (URL) for the species; **-Lower Range Limit

Breeding Status: Breeding (Br)- seen courting/nesting/with fledglings/displaying territoriality  
Abundance: Common (C ); Moderately Common (MC); Uncommon (UNC)  
Habitat Preference: CULT-Cultivation; COMM-Commensal; OAKFOR-Oak Forest Specialist; FOREDG-Forest and Edge Habitat;

VAGR-Vagrant; OPFL-Open/Forested Valleys; VILL-Village area  

Endemism: HIM-1: Endemic to Western Himalayas and/or Central Himalayas; Him-2: Endemic to Himalayas of S. Asia (Pakistan eastwards to Myanmar)  
HIM-3: Endemic to Himalayas; occurring from India to Indo-China and/or South-eastern China

34 Indian BIRDS vol. 13 no. 2 (PuBl. 15 may 2017)



48. Black Eagle, a broad-leaved forest specialist.

Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus schisticeps, and Green-tailed 
Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis. Of the other uncommon species, 
the White-collared Blackbird Turdus albocinctus is rare due to 
its being at the lower edge of its altitudinal range. Other notable 
species such as Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus, 
Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica, and Blue-throated Barbet 
Psilopogon asiaticus are near the upper limit of their altitudinal 
range. Some species such as Grey-sided Bush Warbler Cettia 
brunnifrons, and Rock Bunting Emberiza cia are possibly passage 
migrants in this zone, given that they are occasionally sighted, 
in flocks, during early summer. These species are known to 
migrate uphill to their high-altitude breeding areas in spring. They 
descend to the Himalayan foothills, and plains during winter. A 
few commensals, common in the plains, such as House Crow, 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis, and Black Kite were also 
recorded infrequently. 

35 species (26% of those recorded) are oak forest 
specialists—such as: Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii, White-
throated Laughingthrush Garrulax albogularis, Chestnut-crowned 
Laughingthrush Trochalopteron erythrocephalum, Himalayan 
Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius ripleyi, Blue-winged Minla Siva 
cyanouroptera, Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculatus, Greater 
Yellow-naped Woodpecker, Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, Black-
faced Warbler Abroscopus schisticeps, and Rufous-bellied Niltava—
corroborated by both field observations as well as the species 
descriptions in Grimmett et al. (1998). These species could 
arguably be the most vulnerable to the landscape-level changes 
caused by habitat degradation, fragmentation, or even climate 
change, as they are least resilient to any type of disturbance. The 
impact of global warming is likely to reduce the appropriate habitat 
for such species, making local extinction more likely. 

69 species (51%), appear to be relatively adaptable forest 
species (assigned FOREDG category), having been seen in 
dense forest areas, but also utilising forest gaps, degraded forest, 
and orchards; such as Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata, Red-
billed Blue Magpie Urocissa erythroryncha, Tickell’s Thrush Turdus 
unicolor, Grey-winged Blackbird T. boulboul, and Blue Whistling 
Thrush Myophonus caeruleus. Such species however, are still 
likely to be highly dependent on oak forest for their foraging and 
breeding (Grimmett et al. 2011), but take advantage of edge 
habitat or modified forest when resources are detected. Of the 
raptors recorded, Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica, and 
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis [48] were seen only in dense-
canopied oak forest while Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus, 

Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela, and Upland Buzzard 
Buteo hemilasius seem to be adapted to more open country, 
partially forested valleys, and forest edges. 

Five commensal species—House Sparrow Passer domesticus, 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia, House Crow Corvus splendens, Barn 
Swallow Hirundo rustica, and Common Myna were recorded 
during the study and were seen mainly in and around human 
settlements such as villages and tourist resorts. In addition to 
such commensals, 22 species were restricted to agricultural areas, 
such as Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus, Striated Prinia Prinia 
crinigera, Grey Bushchat Saxicola ferreus, and Long-tailed Shrike 
Lanius schach. Such birds are typically found in grasslands (in 
the Indian plains, and alpine areas), and possibly find agricultural 
fields, at this elevational range, a conducive habitat. Surprisingly, 
other plains birds such as Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer, 
and Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata were locally common at 
a few sites, in fields, and agricultural fallows. However, limited 
sightings of such plains generalists, mainly in and around villages, 
and resorts, may signify vagrancy, or upward range extension, 
aided by human modification of forest habitats.

In our checklist, a total of 51 Himalayan endemic species 
(38%) were recorded. Of these, four are narrow Himalayan 
endemics, with their global range confined to the Western, and / 
or Central Himalayas. These are the Brown-fronted Woodpecker 
D. auriceps, Black-headed Jay Garrulus lanceolatus, Black-chinned 
Babbler Cyanoderma pyrrhops, and Himalayan Pied Woodpecker 
D. himalayensis. Seven species are confined to the Himalaya of 
South Asia (eastern Pakistan to north-western Myanmar), such 
as Grey-hooded Warbler, Rufous Sibia, Scaly-bellied Woodpecker 
Picus squamatus, and Striated Laughingthrush Grammatoptila 
striata. As many as 40 species (29%) show a wider Himalayan 
distribution: from Western Himalayas, through Central/Eastern 
Himalayas, to the highlands of Indo-China and south-eastern China 
(BirdLife International 2016c; indicated as ‘Him-3’ in Table 2).

Only two species from our study site have been listed 
by IUCN in their Red List: the Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis 
(Endangered), and the Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus 
(Near Threatened). However, all raptors found in our study site 
are afforded the highest level of protection under Schedule I of 
The Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. It should be noted that 
none of the hardwood forest specialists are listed.

Summary
There is little information on the avifauna of the Western 

49. Native oak forests are being rapidly degraded and fragmented in Kumaon.
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Himalayas, particularly in the context of the observed impacts 
of global warming in this ecosystem, land use change [49], 
forest modification, and fragmentation. The banj oak–chir pine 
belt is a biodiversity-rich habitat that has seen considerable 
modification and conversion over the last 20 years, and may 
be experiencing local, and landscape-level, bird extinctions that 
are as yet unstudied. The present study is the first to assess the 
conservation status of Himalayan avifauna based on intensive 
field studies in a specific forest association. 

We believe our study provides a robust estimate of the 
relative abundance of bird species in the studied elevational 
range, based on encounter rates, despite the coverage of six 
separate geographic clusters of sites, and six different land use 
categories. This is because the elevational range, and forest type, 
were constant across the six clusters of sites. Further, bird survey 
effort was distributed equally across the six different habitat types 
within each cluster.

Yet, the narrow time-frame of the study, which was largely 
restricted to summer, and to the pine–oak forest association, 
may not be sufficient to understand the conservation status 
of species. Systematic monitoring all along the elevational 
gradient, and during at least two different seasons, is required 
in this context. This is because the bird species show seasonal 
movements along the altitudinal gradient, and their dependence 
on resources in different habitat types is yet unknown. Our study 
only provides pointers to supposedly vulnerable species, which 
will need much more study. 

The banj oak–chir pine zone was found to be rich in 
species, with a total of 136 species recorded over four years 
of study. 104 species (76%) are likely to be breeding based 
on observations of territoriality (during breeding season), calls, 
and nesting behaviour during the summer. Our study indicates 
that this vegetation association has high conservation value, 
based on large numbers of broad-leaved forest specialists, 
forest species that also use edge habitat, and Himalayan 
endemics. The survey, having been conducted mainly in the 
breeding season, was able to identify the breeding residents 
from the non-breeders, and forest specialists from the relatively 
adaptable forest species, as well as generalist species, restricted 
to agricultural/village zones. Further, a number of commensals 
and open-country species were listed from this elevational 
zone, all of which were seen only in highly modified habitats. 
Some of these are likely to be in the process of upward range 
extension, aided by human modification of habitats.

From our observations, combined with information from 
existing literature, we conclude that the narrow Himalayan 
endemics that are also hardwood forest specialists, are most 
likely to be endangered due to the concordant threats of 
habitat degradation, fragmentation, and climate change. This 
list numbers 19 species (14% of total) such as the Striated 
Laughingthrush Grammatoptila striata, Rufous-bellied Niltava, 
Black-faced Warbler, Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, White-throated 
Laughingthrush, White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis, 
Common Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola, Kalij Pheasant 
Lophura leucomelanos, and Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon Treron 
sphenurus. If relatively adaptable species (FOREDG species) are 
included, the number of vulnerable endemic species goes up to 
47, or 35% of the bird assemblage. Thus many Himalayan bird 
species possibly need more protection than they currently enjoy 
under national laws in India.

Intensive bird studies, such as ours, can contribute to the 
updating of knowledge on species that are made annually by 

IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources) and can also form the basis for amendments in the 
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. study. Quantitative studies 
combining insights from remote sensing data, and systematic bird 
counts, are required to understand the impacts of anthropogenic 
change and also perhaps substantiate some of the observations 
on species vulnerability made in the current paper.
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Abstract
The Broad-tailed Grassbird Schoenicola platyurus is an endemic of the Western Ghats, India. It inhabits grassy, bracken-covered hillsides, and swampy 
patches. It breeds from July to September, as well as from March to May. Various aspects of its breeding were studied: territoriality, courtship, nesting, 
eggs, incubation period, nestlings, parental care, and dispersal. Some interesting observations recorded for the first time include, mate selection attempts, 
response to a perceived threat by intruders, a clutch-size of five eggs, an incubation period of c. 10–13 days, and a fledging period of 13 days. We noted 
that the female alone incubates, but the nestlings are fed by both parents. It is interesting that in the study area many other Broad-tailed Grassbird 
individuals were present, especially since this is a habitat quite different from those noted by earlier observers. 

Introduction
The Broad-tailed Grassbird Schoenicola platyurus is an 
endemic bird of the Western Ghats, India, and is categorised as 
‘Vulnerable’ by BirdLife International (2016). It is restricted to the 
grassy, bracken-covered hillsides, reeds, swampy patches, and 
bamboo clumps in the Western Ghats ranges (Ali & Ripley 1997; 
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). In the Western Ghats complex it 
ranges from western Maharashtra in the north, through Belgaum, 
Karnataka, and Goa, to eastern Kerala, 
and up to western Tamil Nadu in the 
south (Ali & Ripley 1997; Madge 2016).

Our knowledge of the breeding 
habits of the species are still very 
sketchy, known only from sporadic 
observations. Ali (1999), noting the 
status of birds’ gonads, recorded that 
it had two breeding seasons: from 
July to September, and from March to 
May. Its nest is a bulky ball of coarse 
dry grass blades, with an entrance hole 
at the side. The nest is well-concealed 
and placed up to one meter above the 
ground in tall, dense grass, or grass 
tussocks. The nest is, in all probability, 
built entirely by the female, while her 
mate sings from a nearby perch. Two to 
three eggs comprise a clutch (Jackson 
1971; Ali & Ripley 1997; Madge 2016). 
It is pertinent to mention here that much 
of its breeding biology was recorded in 
Baker (1924), from the Belgaum area, 
based upon the nests collected by E. 
H. Butler, in September 1880, and T. 
R. Bell, in September 1900. Both the 

gentlemen noted nest structure, and brood-size, and described 
its eggs (Baker 1933). Recently studies have also described a 
few details of the breeding behaviour of Broad-tailed Grassbird 
(Anonymous 2011; Ramesh et al. 2011; Rahane et al. 2016). 

However, despite these observations, a comprehensive 
picture of its breeding behaviour is still lacking, partly due to the 
shy, and skulking nature of the bird, and also since it is scarce, and 
not easily seen. Details of display, flight song, incubation period, 
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Fig. 1. Breeding territories of two Broad-tailed Grassbirds. 
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and parental care have, hitherto, been incompletely described. 
The present study attempts to provide some supplementary 
observations to fill some of these gaps in the breeding habits of 
the species.

Methodology
Study Area
Two male Broad-tailed Grassbirds (designated A and B) were 
sighted on 25 August 2016, on the gentle slopes of a small 
hillock near Yellur Village (15.87ºN, 74.5ºE), approximately seven 
kilometers south of Belgaum, Karnataka. 

We recorded their activities between 25 August and 25 
October 2016. The birds were observed in the morning between 
0630 and 0930 hrs, almost every day, and additionally, a few 
times in the late afternoons before sunset. We ensured a safe 
distance between us and the nesting birds, so as not to disturb 
them. The breeding activities were observed from a vantage 
point in the field. We exercised extreme caution while examining 
nests for eggs, and chicks, when both parents were away. Visits to 
the nest were kept brief, and all care was taken to minimize any 
disturbance. The male and female could be separated from each 
other, in the field, by the dark mouth, and upper mandible, of the 
breeding male, and a pinkish-to-reddish mouth, and a pale bill in 
females (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Madge 2016).

Over several visits, we identified, and marked, the singing 
locations of males to map their respective territories, and 
calculate their areas (Bibby et al. 1998). The territories were 

adjacent to each other, and were separated by a road (Fig. 1). 
The breeding territories were in a patch of wild grass surrounded 
by small agricultural fields where various crops were grown. 
The patch where the birds nested, on a hillside, was covered 
predominantly with Themeda tremula, Alysicarpus pubescens, 
and scattered bushes of Flueggea leucopyrus. In general, the 
height of the grass was c. 90 cm.

Observations
Male A (henceforth, MA) [50] had a territory of c. 1.2 ha in the 
wild grass patch, and male B (henceforth, MB), c. 0.8 ha of similar 
habitat. The males were not observed crossing the boundaries of 
their respective territories.

Territorial and courtship displays
On 25 August, MA, and MB were both seen singing and displaying 
from the tops of bushes in their territories. They also performed 
several aerial display flights, during which, the birds would soar in 
the air for about 5–10 min, singing, and then parachute down, 
near to where they started the display. The flight was clumsy 
and, while descending, the wings were spread out, and the tail 
feathers fanned open. Territorial song, and display flights were 
performed almost continuously in the morning, their frequency 
reducing considerably by the evening. The display, and singing 
of MB [51] was more vigorous, and sustained for a much longer 
duration than that of male A. The males did not face each other 
while performing their respective aerial displays.

Interestingly, MA displayed, and sang from the north-western 
corner of his territory, whereas his nest was located in the south-
eastern block of his territory (Fig. 1). MA uttered a harsh “tttrrrrr” 
warning call whenever MB ventured close to its territory.

When the study began, MA had already paired with a female, 
which was sighted only a couple of times during the study period. 
Her presence was first confirmed only when she uttered the 
“peek peek” call, and came out of the grass for a brief period of 
time, only to disappear into the grass again. Whenever the female 
showed up, MA would immediately follow her into the grass. 
After a a few minutes, he would emerge from the grass, and fly to 
its favourite perch, from where it sang, and displayed. Once the 
female started incubating, his singing reduced considerably, and 
the aerial displays almost stopped.

On 16 September 2016, one female was observed visiting 
MB’s territory. She moved around, visiting various bushes, 
possibly inspecting suitable nesting sites. The male followed 

50. Male A singing in his territory. 51. Territorial display flight of Male B.
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her, and perched on a nearby bush, when she dove into a bush 
surrounded by grass. He neither sang, nor displayed while she 
moved around. Both birds uttered soft “peeenk peenk” calls. After 
c. 30 min, she flew away, and he trailed her up to the boundary 
of his territory. He then flew to his favourite perch, started singing, 
and performing display flights. The same sequence of events 
was repeated again a couple of days later, but it could not be 
ascertained whether it was the same female that visited the 
territory. Notably, it was a different female as the female of MA 
was incubating in its nest. MB was eventually unsuccessful in 
finding a mate.

Nest and eggs
On 04 September 2016, in MA’s territory, we spotted the female 
carrying some grass into a bush. Later, after she had left, we 
found a completed nest. The nest was c. 40 cms above the 
ground, in grass, very close to a Flueggea leucopyrus bush, It 
was a small ball of grass, c. 20 cms in diameter, with a large 
entrance of around 5 cms, facing west [52]. It comprised dried 
grass blades, was lined with finer grass, and on the outside was 
covered with large grass blades.

The nest already held three eggs; blotched heavily with purple 
and pink. A fourth egg was seen on 07 September, and a fifth on 
08 September. The female was seen leaving the nest quite often, 
or, was at least heard, till the fifth egg was laid. Then onwards, 
the female was observed incubating during most of the day. She 
would come out of the nest for only a few minutes and disappear 
at the bottom of the grass (probably foraging?). Whenever she 
flew out of the nest, MA would accompany her. He followed her 
close behind, flying above her as she took short flights. . Both 
birds uttered the “peenk peenk” call at this time. He also followed 
her, every time she returned to the nest, and would perch on a 
bush near the nest, for few seconds, and then fly away. We did 
not see him taking any part in the incubation.

During the incubation period, MA was very aggressive towards 
other birds like Plain Prinia Prinia inornata, Zitting Cisticola 
Cisticola juncidis, and Malabar Lark Galerida malabarica. If any 
of these birds approached his territory, he chased them away. 
MA uttered a harsh “tttrrrrr” call when he spotted a Black-winged 
Kite Elanus caeruleus, or a Pallid Harrier Circus microurus in the 
vicinity of the nest. This call was similar to the warning given to 
MB, mentioned earlier.

Nestlings
On the morning of 17 September, the female was observed 
carrying small items of food to the nest [53]. When she left the 
nest, we checked it, and were delighted to see three hatchlings; 
an unhatched egg also remained in the nest. The fifth egg was 
missing. Both the parents were seen feeding the nestlings [54]. 
They brought them grubs, egg sacks of various insects, and 
larvae of various insects including—mantids (Order: Mantodea), 
grasshoppers (Order: Orthoptera), and earthworms (Order: 
Megadrilacea). The birds would land in the branches of the 
Flueggea leucopyrus bush, and walk down the branch to the 
nest, before entering it.

During the first three days, very small prey items were brought 
to the nest. The size of prey, and the feeding frequency increased 
as the days progressed. For a few, initial days, the birds came six 
to seven time in an hour, with prey. Later, this increased to c. 14 
deliveries per hour. The birds hunted for prey by diving to the 
bottom of the grass tussocks, and scampered around like mice, 
searching for food. They hunted food from around the nest, never 
ventured out of their territory. The frequency of feeding reduced 
drastically by 28 September, when only three prey deliveries 
were made in an hour. At this time, we heard the nestlings call for 
the first time; it was similar to, but softer than the “peenk” of their 
parents. We saw the three chicks huddled together, while the 
(fourth) unhatched egg was missing. The nestlings had yellow 
beaks and were reddish-brown above, lighter than the adults.

Post hatching, and during the period the pair fed their 
nestlings, we did not observe any territorial displays by MA. 
However, we observed another type of display by both birds, 
where they raised their wings, as if they were going to take off, 

52. Nest with eggs.

53. Female that paired with Male A carrying food to nest.
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and fanned their tails. They did this when they neared the nest 
for feeding the young. MA displayed thus 13 times [55], while 
his hen, thrice.

On the morning of 30 September we noticed that all three 
nestlings had fledged, and were in the grass nearby. They could 
not be seen in the thick grass, but were, presumably, at the 
bottom of the grass. Based on the feeding trips made by the 
parents, and the calls of the fledglings, it could gauge that one 
of the fledgling was c. 3 m behind the nest, and remaining two, 
some 5 m in front of it. 

The fledgelings’ wings had not developed fully, and they were 
not ready to fly. Brooks (1880) mentioned that this species, for 
its size, has rather sturdy legs. This suggests that the nestlings 
come out of the nest well before they can fly. It is possible that 
the juveniles do this to avoid predation, thus increasing the 
chances of survival.

It was interesting to note that the female fed one nestling 
while MA fed the other two. After 30 September, during several 
visits to the site, we observed that the nestlings had changed 
their location, but had not ventured more than 10 m from the 
nest. On subsequent visits, we observed that the nestlings had 
moved quite far from the nest and from each other. The parents 
located the nestlings by their calls and fed them. 

On 10 October, we observed one of the fledgelings for the 
first time after it had left the nest [56], when it took off from 
the bottom of the grass and sat on a clump of grass for a very 
brief period. It was almost the size of the parent, except it had 
a very short tail. The colour of the nestling was olive on top and 
yellowish below, with a yellow beak, and pale-coloured legs. No 
sooner did it appear on top of the grass, than the female came 
up to it, ‘frantically’ uttering the “peenk peenk” call till it dived 
back to the bottom of the grass, a few meters from where it had 
perched. The female later brought food, and fed the nestlings. 
On subsequent visits, we found the family in constant contact, 
but the feeding frequency had gone down considerably. On 
18–19 October, no feeding was observed, but the birds kept 55. Male A displaying with raised wings, and fanned tail.

56. Fledgeling of Broad-tailed Grassbird.

54. Male A carrying food to nest.
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calling. On 25 October, we saw one adult and two nestlings for 
a fleeting moment, but did not observe any interaction between 
them.

Discussion
There is very little published information on the breeding of the 
Broad-tailed Grassbird, perhaps due to its elusive habits, and 
skulking nature. The clutch-size noted by earlier workers (Baker 
1929; Baker 1933; Ali & Ripley 1997; Ali 1999; Anon. 2011) 
was between two and four, while the nest observed during the 
present study held five eggs. Earlier studies (Baker 1929; Baker 
1933; Ali & Ripley 1997; Ali 1999; Anon. 2011; Rahane et al. 
2016) do not mention any incubation, or fledging periods. The 
present observations indicate that the incubation period of the 
Broad-tailed Grassbird lasts for about 10–13 days. The nestlings 
fledged approximately 13 days after hatching.

That only the female incubated requires further study, 
for species in which only the female incubates, the needs of 
the embryos must be balanced with nutritional needs of the 
incubating female (Conway & Martin 2000). Further, we did not 
observe the male feeding the female, which could have, partially, 
or fully fulfilled the nutritional needs of the female. 

The species’ habitat in the study area, near Belgaum, is 
different from the habitat in which the Broad-tailed Grassbird 
is usually seen in the Western Ghats. The successful breeding 
near Belgaum shows that this is probably an adaptive species, 
considering these dissimilar habitats: Hilly regions, at higher 
altitudes of the Western Ghats, and the grassy areas surrounded 
by agricultural fields near Belgaum. It is important to note that 
in early 2017, we observed four more males, and a female, not 
very far from the breeding territories studied above (Sant et al. 
2016). This makes a total of six males, and three females, in a 
radius of four kilometers, suggesting a good population of these 
birds. Hence, there could be more breeding pairs in this area. A 
further survey of this bird around Belgaum, in similar habitats, 
will further clarify the status of this Vulnerable species in this 
region. 
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Table 1: Observation on breeding behaviour of male Broad-tailed Grassbirds carried out between August and October 2016.

Behaviour Male A Male B

Territorial, and 
courtship display

Started on or before 25 August, continued till 8 September, when female started incubating. On or before 25 August till 27 September.

Nest building Female was seen taking few grass blades on 04 September. No further observations since the male could not find a 
mate.

Eggs Five eggs: three on, or before, 04 September, fourth on 07 September, and fifth on 08 Septem-
ber. Egg-laying commenced on 02 September.

-

Nestlings Three nestlings on 17 September, one egg unhatched, and one missing. -

Fledging All nestlings left the nest on 30 September but stayed in the vicinity of the nest. -

Fledglings, and 
dispersal

Parents fed the fledglings till 19 October. The nestlings stayed in the vicinity of the nest at least 
until 25 October.
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Rajiv Gandhi Orang National Park (henceforth, RGONP) 
(92.27°E–92.47°E, 26.48°N–26.67°N), covering an area 
of 78.81 sq. km., is located in the Darrang and Sonitpur 

districts of Assam, India. The park is situated in the alluvial flood 
plains of the Brahmaputra River, and most of its area is seasonally 
flooded by that river and its tributaries, the Dhansiri and Pachnoi 
(Hazarika & Saikia 2010). RGONP is considered one of the three 
outstanding Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) of 
Assam (BirdLife International 2016a). 

The Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata is endemic to the 
Indian Subcontinent (Ali & Ripley 1987). This bird is classified as 
‘Vulnerable’ (IUCN 2016) as this poorly known species is thought 
to have a small and declining population (BirdLife International 
2016b). The species is rare though widely distributed in the 
Indian Subcontinent from Pakistan, Nepal, Myanmar, to northern, 
and southern India (Rahmani 2012). In Assam, the species 
occurs both, on the north, and south of the Brahmaputra 
River (Ali & Ripley 1987). Prakash (1996) did not record this 
species in Assam, when he carried out intensive surveys in 14 
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries of north-eastern India. 
However, there are very few records of this species from north-
eastern India, particularly from Assam. Barua & Sharma (1999) 
have mentioned ‘Lesser Spotted Eagle’ Aquila pomarina from 
Kaziranga National Park, Assam – a species under which hastata 
was formerly placed as a subspecies (Parry et al. 2002). A 
pair was regularly seen at Agoratoli range at Kaziranga National 
Park, Assam (Naoroji 2006). Choudhury (2000) included it in 
his work, but there is no extra information available about this 
species. However, Rahmani & Choudhury (2012) did not include 
it in their work. 

On 29 February 2016, BC & MRC observed two eagles 
guarding a nest near Ramkong Anti-poaching Camp. When first 
observed, one adult bird was sitting in the nest, while the other 
perched on a nearby branch in the same tree. We photographed 
the birds, and identified them as the Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila 
hastata [57]. The birds had a uniformly dark brown body with 
pale buff-brown upper wing coverts. The gape had ‘lips’ that were 
massive and fleshy, extending beyond the centre of the eye; and 
the nostril was round (Naoroji 2006; Rasmussen & Anderton 
2012). We distinguished it from the Greater Spotted Eagle A. 
clanga by its extremely large gape, and smaller bill (Naoroji 
2006). The birds were not disturbed by our presence. After a few 

minutes, the bird perching on the branch took off. 
The nest tree was located in open Saccharum spontaneum 

dominated grassland with a few scattered Bombax ceiba trees. 
The nest was composed of sticks and twigs on the central fork 
of a B. ceiba, and was placed approximately 15 m above the 
ground. However, we could not monitor the nest beyond the 
second week of March 2016, as we had to withdraw our camp, 
and so could not confirm breeding. The forest department had 
carried out a control burning of the grassland in that area during 
the first week of March 2016; after that we re-visited the area a 
few times, but could not see the birds in the nest. 

It should be mentioned that on 07 November 2015, at 
1610 hrs, BC & MRC saw one juvenile Indian Spotted Eagle [58] 
perching on a branch of a B. ceiba tree in between Bejimari and 
Rongagora areas of the park (26.57°N, 92.29°E). It had mid-brown 
ground colour of mantle, scapulars and wing coverts. Small pale 
spots were seen on upper wing coverts. It was smaller in size and 
lacking the barring on its primaries, which distinguished it from a 
Steppe Eagle A. nipalensis (Naoroji 2006). The habitat was open 
swampy grassland with few scattered trees, mostly B. ceiba. One 
Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus was also perching on an 
upper branch in the same tree. Again on 16 November 2015, 
at 0753 hrs, BC & MRC had seen one juvenile perching on a B. 
ceiba tree c. 100 m from the earlier sighting. 
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There is no previous record of nesting of Indian Spotted 
Eagle from north-eastern India. The species might have been 
overlooked as it is difficult to identify in the field, and confusion 
with congeners persists (Ali & Ripley 1987). Specific studies 
are required to understand its population status and habitat 
preferences in RGONP and nearby areas. RGONP is one of the 
well-protected areas in Assam, and therefore nesting of Indian 
Spotted Eagle in this park will help in its breeding success, as 
there is minimum anthropogenic pressure. 
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On 10 November 2016, at around 1630 hrs, while birding 
at Surinsar Lake, Surinsar Mansar Wildlife Sanctuary, 
(32.77°N, 75.03°E, c. 606 m asl), around 30 kms east 

of Jammu, I spotted a Striated Heron Butorides striata near the 
shores of the lake [59]. It was easily identified as a Striated Heron 
and I took many pictures.

The bird was sitting on a low branch of a tree, touching the 
lake shore, c.15 m from bank. The bird was clearly an adult, since 

it had a blue-grey back, and wings, white to grey underparts, a 
greenish-black cap, a dark line extending from bill to under the 
eye, a reddish brown vertical band extending from chin to upper 
chest, and short yellow legs.

The bird was observed practicing bait fishing; an insect 
was dropped on the water for catching fish. I watched through 
binoculars, while the bird used insects as bait to catch fish. It 
dropped the insect on the water’s surface, waiting for fish to be 
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attracted by the insect; if the attempt failed, the bird re-caught the 
insect, and changed the location of the bait. No fish was caught 
during the time I observed it. The heron continuously caught and 
shifted the insect on moving water. The bird was not shy, and 
I took photos and observed its bait fishing activity for half an 
hour. Only one Striated Heron was seen during an hour’s birding 
session at Surinsar Lake. The weather was cool, but light was 
poor as the lake is surrounded by hills and the sun had gone 
behind them.

As per the recent field guides, Kazmierczak (2000), and 
Grimmett et al. (2011), there is no record of the species from 
Jammu & Kashmir. Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) maps its 

presence in the south-western fringes of Jammu & Kashmir, 
though no actual reports are mentioned. den Besten (2004) 
has not mention the species from Kangra District, including from 
the Maharana Pratap Sagar Pong Dam lake. I could not find any 
record of the species in online checklists submitted to ebird 
(www.ebird.org), or in ornithology papers on the avifauna of 
Jammu &Kashmir, and Himachal Pradesh. 

However, isolated records in Punjab, and Haryana have been 
shown in these field guides. A specimen was collected from 
Ambala, Punjab (Abdulali 1968), while Ali (1941) recorded it 
in Bhawalpur, Pakistan. But it has not been recorded in Jammu 
&Kashmir, and this sighting confirms its presence in that state.
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The Northern Long-eared Owl Asio otus is a rare, and 
apparently erratic winter visitor to north-western India. 
It prefers semi-desert, groves, plantations, thickets, and 

coniferous forests. It has rarely reached Gujarat, western 
Uttaranchal, the Delhi area, Nepal, or Bhutan (Ali & Ripley 1987; 
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). 

Here we wish to report a sight record of the Northern Long-
eared Owl from Pangolakha Wildlife Sanctuary (27.24° N, 88.77° 
E), an Important Bird Area (IBA) in East Sikkim District, Sikkim, 
India.

On 05 February 2017, while we were driving in the sanctuary, 
we stopped the car on hearing the calls of a mixed flock of birds 
consisting of Brown Parrotbill Cholornis unicolor, Black-throated 

Parrotbill Suthora nipalensis, Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrush 
Trochalopteron erythrocephalum, and White-browed Fulvetta 
Fulvetta vinipectus from a bamboo Arundinaria suberecta thicket 
amidst mixed conifer forests. At that spot (27.24°N, 88.77°E; c. 
2400 m asl), we dispersed in various directions for more birding. 
AK spotted the owl perched on a pine tree at 0705 hrs, and 
summoned the others. All of us photographed it [60]: a pale 
facial disk; long, erect ear tufts; and orange eyes are features that 
separate it from any other owl found in the region (Grimmett et 
al. 2011). We observed the bird for a few minutes, and then left 
the place without disturbing it. Later that afternoon we checked 
this roosting site of the bird, but couldn’t find it. It was not present 
there the next day as well.
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There seem to be no published reports of the 
Northern Long-eared Owl from Sikkim (Dichen 
Namdul, in litt., e-mail dated 07 February 2017), 
or from adjoining West Bengal. However, the 
bird has been collected in Bhutan in 1967 (Ali 
et al. 1996), and subsequently reported from 
there just once. David Farrow photographed 
one in Bumthang District on 14 April 2008, and 
claimed it as the second for the country (Farrow 
2008). More recently, on 03 February 2015, 
Kalita & Bhuyan (2015) photographed it in the 
Mishmi Hills, Arunachal Pradesh. These appear to 
be the only records of this owl from the eastern 
portions of the Indian Subcontinent: from Sikkim/
Bengal, eastwards, including the eastern Himalaya, 
the north-eastern Indian hills, and Bangladesh. 
The denser vegetation of the eastern Himalaya, 
unobtrusive behaviour of the bird during daytime, 
including dawn, and dusk, and it being silent in 
winter could be the reason why there are not many 
reports from this part of the country.
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Introduction
The Violet Cuckoo Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus is distributed 
throughout South-east Asia: Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam; and the Indian 
Subcontinent: Bangladesh, Bhutan, parts of north-eastern India, 
and the Andaman Islands (Ali & Ripley 1981; Rasmussen & 
Anderton 2012). Taxonomists generally accept two distinct races 
of Violet Cuckoos (Dickinson & Remsen 2013). The nominate is 
reported from north-eastern India, south-eastern Bhutan, north-
eastern Bangladesh, Myanmar, south-central China (Yunnan), 
Thailand, Indochina, the Andaman & Nicobar Islands, the Malay 
Peninsula, the Greater Sundas, and south-western Philippines 
(Palawan), while the race amethystinus is restricted to parts of the 
Philippines. The species is found in varied habitats, including low 
elevation tropical rainforests, secondary evergreen, deciduous, 
and mangrove forests, and human habitations, such as gardens 
and plantations (Robson 2008a; Payne 2016). 

Despite its widespread distribution, the status of the species 
(whether resident, migratory, or vagrant) is not clear in parts of 
its distributional range. Though it has been reported from the 
Andaman Islands, information on its distribution and seasonal 
movement is patchy. Grimmett et al. (2011) describe it as a 
vagrant to the Andaman Islands; Payne (2016) treats southern 
populations, in which Andaman birds are presumably included, 
as residents. Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) suggest that Violet 
Cuckoos may be summer visitors, or residents at least on South 
Andaman Island.

In this paper, we describe the temporal patterns of Violet 
Cuckoo occurrence in the Andaman Islands based on our 
observations, historical records, and information reported on 
various ornithological databases.

Study Area
The Andaman archipelago (10.50°N–13.67°N, 92.17°E–93.17°E) 
is located in the Bay of Bengal. The region comprises terrestrial 
habitats such as mangrove forests, rainforests, littoral forests, 
and human-modified areas. Our primary observations of Violet 
Cuckoos came from North Wandoor village (11.58°N, 92.61°E) of 
South Andaman Island [61, 62, 63]. The secondary observations 
we’ve compiled came from various locations on the South-, and 
North Andaman Islands, and from smaller islands near these 
areas. 61. An adult male Violet Cuckoo.

Methods
We regularly observed Violet Cuckoos, in the study area, during 
September-November 2014. We recorded the date, and time 
of observation, and the age, sex, and behaviour of the species 
during these sightings. We also compiled all sightings of Violet 
Cuckoos from published sources, the global database—eBird 
(www.eBird.com), and the unpublished sightings of birdwatchers. 
We analysed these records to understand seasonal patterns in 
Violet Cuckoo movements in the Andaman Islands. 
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Results
Primary observations
Between 27 September, and 28 October 2014, we observed 
two adult male Violet Cuckoos, one juvenile, one sub-adult male, 
and one female (Table 1). All sightings were between 0630 and 
1042 hrs. Birds were consistently seen together, in combinations 
such as: two adult males and one juvenile, or one adult male 
and one sub-adult male. The birds were spotted on an electric 
wire, and occasionally on a Ziziphus mauritiana tree, close to 
human habitation at the edge of the Kanaidera forest. We also 
observed the birds feeding on a flush of the handmaiden moth 
(Arctiidae: Amata) [64], which congregated around the fruiting  
Z. mauritiana tree. The adult males, and the sub-adult male were 
observed sallying after the moths. They were perched close to 
one another on a wire, or on guava Psidium guajava, and papaya 
Carica papaya trees in the home gardens, adjacent to a road.

We also observed a solitary female, in a multiple-windowed 
wooden cottage (into which it may have blundered), at the 
Andaman and Nicobar Environment Team field station, located 
in the same site. The habitat at the field station was characterised 
by planted rainforest tree species, and arecanut Areca catechu 
plantations. The bird remained in the cottage for approximately 
an hour.

Secondary information
A total of 49 Violet Cuckoo records were found in published 
literature, online sources, and personal communication, reported 
between 2002 and 2016 (Table 2). Few published records 
were available prior to 2002 (Walden 1874; Ali & Ripley 1981; 
Davidar 1997). Most records (41) were from locations on South 
Andaman Island. 

Violet Cuckoos were recorded predominantly in winter, 
between November and March (Fig. 1), with maximum sightings 
reported in December (nine), and March (eight), followed by 
January and February (four records each). Two sightings were 
from May, two during the monsoon months of June and July, and 
three in August (Table 2; Fig. 2).
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62. A first-winter male Violet Cuckoo on a Ziziphus mauritiana tree.

64. Violet Cuckoos fed on this handmaiden moth Amata species (Family Arctiidae).

63. A juvenile Violet Cuckoo.

sridharan et al.: Violet Cuckoo



Table 2. Violet Cuckoo sightings from the Andaman Islands with information relating to age/sex, location, and month, based upon information gleaned from literature,  
online databases, and unpublished observations of individuals. X = Presence reported without details.

Sl. No. Number Age/Sex Island Locality Habitat Month Date Reference

1. 1 Juvenile South Andaman - Evergreen forest May 5/ 5/ 1873 Walden 1874

2. 1 Female South Andaman Port Blair Evergreen forest July 14/ 7/ 1873 Walden 1874

3. 1 Sub-adult Male South Andaman Port Blair Evergreen forest July 23/ 7/ 1873 Walden 1874

4. 2 Sub-adult males South Andaman - Evergreen forest August - Hume 1874

5. X - South Andaman - - March - Ali & Ripley 1981

6. X - South Andaman - - May - Ali & Ripley 1981

7. X - South Andaman - - July - Ali & Ripley 1981

8. X - South Andaman - - August - Ali & Ripley 1981

9. X - North Andaman - - - 1992-94 Davidar et al. 1997

10. X - South Andaman - - - 1992-94 Davidar et al. 1997

11. X - Havelock Havelock - - 1992-94 Davidar et al. 1997

12. X - John Lawrence - - - 1992-94 Davidar et al. 1997

13. X - Long Island - - - 1992-94 Davidar et al. 1997

14. 1 - South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest February 23/02/2002 Prasad (2002) 

15. 1 - South Andaman Chidiyatapu Evergreen forest April 16/04/2007 Hornbuckle (2007)

16. 1 Female Not Specified - - August 16/08/2007 Mukherjee (2007)

17. X - South Andaman Chidiyatapu Evergreen forest December 22-29, 2007 Rheindt (2007)

18. 1 - South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest December 22-29, 2007 Rheindt (2007)

19. 1 - South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest March 05/03/2008 Robson (2008b)

20. 1 - South Andaman Sippighat Wetland December 22/12/2008 Riding (2008a)

21. 1 - South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest December 23/12/2008 Riding (2008b)

22. 1 - South Andaman Sippighat Wetland December 26/12/2008 Riding (2008c)

23. X Female South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest December 15/12/2009 del Hoyo (2009a)

24. X - South Andaman Chidiyatapu Evergreen forest December 16/12/2009 del Hoyo (2009b)

25. 1 Adult Male North Andaman Chalis Ek Near sea shore February 15/02/2011 Korpade & Manchi 2013

26. 1 Sub-adult male South Andaman
Mount Harriet  
National Park

Evergreen forest September 2/09/2011 Kuriakose (2011)

27. 1 Juvenile South Andaman Bichdera - March 26/03/2012 Praveen (2012)

28. X - Havelock Havelock Evergreen forest February 13/02/2013 Bhatia (2013)

29. X - Havelock Havelock Evergreen forest February 15/02/2013 Suvarna (2013) 

30. X - South Andaman ANET mangroves Forest edge March 14/03/2013 Devarajan (2013)

31. 1 - South Andaman
Jirkatang- 
Ferrargunj

- November 24/11/2013 Santosh B.S. (2013) 

Table 1. shows Violet cuckoo sightings primary observations between 27 September and 11 November 2014 in North Wandoor village (11.582°N, 92.610°E),  
South Andaman Island

Number of 
individuals

Age/Sex Habitat Observation date Observation start time eBird Checklist

1 Adult male Forest edge 27 September 2014 — —

1 Juvenile Forest edge 10 October 2014 0630 hrs —

1 Adult Forest edge 11 October 2014 0645 hrs S30397205 

3 Two adult males, and one immature Forest edge 12 October 2014 0800 hrs S30397356

2 Adult male, and immature Forest edge 13 October 2014 0800 hrs S30397462

3 Two adult males, and one juvenile Forest edge 14 October 2014 0730 hrs —

3 Adult male, sub-adult male, and juvenile Forest edge 15 October 2014 0645 hrs S30397521

1 Adult female Human settlement 28 October 2014 1400 hrs —

1 Adult male Forest edge 10 November 2014 0630 hrs —
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Table 2. Violet Cuckoo sightings from the Andaman Islands with information relating to age/sex, location, and month, based upon information gleaned from literature,  
online databases, and unpublished observations of individuals. X = Presence reported without details.

Sl. No. Number Age/Sex Island Locality Habitat Month Date Reference

32. 1 - South Andaman Chidiya Tapu Evergreen forest November 29/11/2014 Mu-Chi Tsai (2014)

33. X - South Andaman North Wandoor Forest edge December 01/12/2014 Tasneem Khan, Pers. Comm. 

34. 1 - South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest January 27/01/2015 Khan (2015)

35. 1 - South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest January 31/01/2015 Dey (2015)

36. 1 - South Andaman North Wandoor
Human habitation/ 
Forest edge

March 21/03/2015 Quader (2015)

37. 1 Adult male South Andaman North Wandoor
Human habitation/ 
Forest edge

September 10/09/2015 Naveen Ekka, Pers. Comm.

38. 1 Adult male South Andaman North Wandoor
Human habitation / 
Forest edge

September 25/09/2015 Naveen Ekka, Pers. Comm.

39. 1 - South Andaman ANET
Human habitation / 
Forest edge

December 29/12/2015 Prabha Mallya, Pers. comm.

40. 1 - South Andaman Namunaghar - January 19/01/2016 Russel (2016)

41. 1 - South Andaman Jirkatang Evergreen Forest January 24/01/2016 Sivakumar (2016)

42. 1 - South Andaman Chidiyatapu Evergreen Forest March 13/03/2016 Kumar (2016a)

43. 2 Adult male and female South Andaman Jirkatang Evergreen Forest March 14/03/2016 Kumar (2016b)

44. 1 - South Andaman Malapuram Evergreen forest March 15/03/2016 Kumar (2016c)

45. 1 Adult male South Andaman Mount Harriet NP Evergreen forest June 01/06/2016 Purushotham (2016)

46. 1 Adult male South Andaman Shoal Bay Forest edge June 02/06/2016 Anujan (2016)

47. 1 - South Andaman Chidiyatapu Evergreen forest September 04/09/2016 Singh (2016)

48. 1 - South Andaman
Puducherry 
University

Human habitation September 14/09/2016
Sojitra (2016) 

49. 1 - South Andaman Chidiyatapu Evergreen forest September 18/09/2016 Reghuvaran (2016)

Habitat and behaviour
Our sightings of five individuals in a single location are unusual, 
as the bird (particularly male of the species) is usually known to 
be solitary, or in pairs (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). However, 
such congregations, around a flush of insects, have been reported 
previously (Payne 2005). Our observation of Violet Cuckoos 
feeding on handmaiden moths adds to our knowledge of their 
diet, which is known to include ants, caterpillars, flies, beetles, 
and fruit (Payne 2005). The Tables (1, 2) clearly indicate that 

the bird uses a variety of habitats ranging from primary forests to 
human settlements. Such a flexibility of habitat choice has been 
noted earlier by Robson (2008).

Migratory status of the Violet Cuckoo
From primary, and secondary, observations it is clear that the 
birds have been recorded regularly in the Andaman Islands (Fig. 
1). The contention, that the species is a summer visitor (Abdulali 
1965; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012), does not hold, due to the 
numerous observations from winter (October–March) (Tables 1, 
2). The prevalence of records from those months may point to 
the bird being a winter visitor. However, records also exist from 
summer (April–August) (Table 2). We found more pre-2002 
records from summer. The dearth of recent summer records 
might be attributed to a lack of birding activity at this time. For 
instance, eBird shows only a few checklists were uploaded from 
the Andaman Islands during this season. In this region, heavy 
rainfall during May–August hinders field-based research, including 
birding, which could be a reason for the reduced number of 
records of Violet Cuckoo during these months. 

Given that the bird has been seen in all months, we infer 
a resident population exists in the Andaman Islands. Ali & 
Ripley (1981) have hypothesized that the population on South 
Andaman Island maybe a resident, and Rasmussen & Anderton 
(2012) that it could potentially even be an endemic race of 
slightly smaller size. Only the records from South Andaman 
Island, and the nearby Havelock Island span both seasons while 
the only record from North Andaman Island (with seasonal 
information) reports the species in winter (Table 2). However, 

Fig. 1. Monthly sighting records of Violet Cuckoo from the Andaman Islands, clearly showing 
their occurrence throughout the year, with most sightings from winter.
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the predominance of records from South Andaman Island is also 
expected, as most of the limited bird-watching on the Andaman 
Islands is concentrated there. Thus, it is difficult to decide, based 
on available information, whether the species is locally migratory. 

By compiling primary observations, historic records, and 
citizen science information on Violet Cuckoos, we have provided 
evidence that its resident status in the Andaman Islands must be 
considered. Observers should look out for any breeding evidence, 
particularly, instances of its young being fed by host species like 
Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis.
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The Rook Corvus frugilegus is a regular winter visitor from 
Central Asia to Afghanistan, and Pakistan while it is much 
more rare in the adjoining parts of India (Ali & Ripley 1987; 

Rasmussen & Anderton 2012; Madge 2017). It has been sighted 
in the mountains of Kashmir [=Cashmere] (Adams 1859), Gilgit 
(Biddulph 1881; Scully 1881), once shot (two birds) near 
Anchar [=Anchai] Lake (34.14ºN, 74.78ºE, 1584 m asl) near 
Srinagar by a Mr. Blunt (Ward 1906), and presumed to have 
occurred in Ladakh (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012), though 
Pfister (2004) does not include it. Chanter (1887) saw a large 
flock of 300 birds at Ludhiana (30.89ºN, 75.85ºE, 251 m asl), 
Punjab, which he thought were Rooks, and Hume commented 
that he saw a specimen from Hoshiarpur (31.51ºN, 75.91ºE, 
297 m asl), Punjab. Mrs. Wathen informed Whistler that she saw 
Rooks at Amritsar (31.63ºN, 74.87ºE, 232 m asl), Punjab in the 
1921–1922 winter (Whistler 1923). A more southerly record 
of five, at Ohkla (28.44ºN, 77.31ºE, 199 m asl), Delhi, by H. 
Alexander (‘in spring’ presumably in the 1950s) is considered 
doubtful by both Hutson (1954), and Ganguli (1975). There are 
no documented records from elsewhere in India. It is included 
in the India Checklist (Praveen et al. 2016) based on the records 
from Gilgit.

On the sunny afternoon of 01 February 2017, while on our way 
to the Gharana wetland, an Important Bird Area (IBA, IN-JK-21) 
bordering Pakistan, southwards of Jammu, we spotted a large 
flock of Rooks foraging voraciously in a freshly tilled agricultural 
field (32.39ºN, 74.70ºE, 267 m asl). We identified them by their 

large size, characteristic small and peaked head, whitish face, 
long un-feathered spike like bill, and wing tips nearly reach tail 
tip (Grimmett et al. 2011; Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). The 
flock had about 125 Rooks, a majority of which were adults, and 
a few juveniles (35). Undeterred by the human presence nearby, 
they continued feeding on freshly tilled fields [65, 66] pushing 
their bills deep into the soil, and eating insects. The group later 
moved towards a nearby field with freshly grown spring wheat, 
and foraged there for more than three hours. At dusk they moved 
into a nearby marshy landscape, and stayed there for a while 
before flying away across the border towards Pakistan. The flock 
was not spotted again for a few days until two groups, of 46 
(Shagoo 2017a), and 11 (Shagoo 2017b) birds were sighted 
again in the vicinity on 20 February 2017. The local people said 
that these birds frequented that area during this part of the year. 

Gharana, a low-lying agricultural landscape, dotted with a 
few marshes and ditches, is home to a number of aquatic, and 
terrestrial migrants throughout the year. This years’ harsh winter, 
with heavy snow accumulation, and hence, less food availability 
in the Rooks’ natural wintering habitats northwards of Gharana, 
might have forced this flock to visit the low lying nutrient rich 
region around Jammu.
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65. A flock of Rooks foraging in wheat fields. 66. Rook foraging in a freshly tilled field.
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The Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata is a small passerine 
that breeds in Baluchisthan and is a passage migrant to 
southern Pakistan, and north-western India: from Jammu 

and Kashmir, south to western Gujarat. We report here the first 
sighting of the Spotted Flycatcher in Tamil Nadu, way beyond its 
regular distribution range.

On 18 December 2016 we were birding at Koonthakulam 
Village (8.47ºN, 77.75ºE; Tirunelveli District). Around 1030 hrs 
we were birding near Papankulam tank, which is about one-and-
a-half kilometers from the village. In a small copse of Acacia 
nilotica shrubs we saw a small bird, about the size of a sparrow, 
sitting upright on one of the lowest branches of a bush, and upon 
obtaining closer views we saw that it was a flycatcher. When it 
flew to another bush we noted that it was uniformly grey-brown 
in colour, with a predominantly black beak, but we could not see 
any eye-ring. We followed it, to get a better view, and when it 
perched out in the open, we clearly saw its streaked crown, and 
striated chest, and neck [67]. The underparts were dull greyish-
white, the legs dark, and the greyish-brown tail, slightly notched. 
The bird was perched erect, and sallying for insects from its 
vantage point, but soon flew to another bush. As we followed it, 
we were surprised to see another individual; both were sallying 
for insects under the acacia shrub. 

We could clearly see that this was a different individual from 
the first, because of the presence of a small black spot on its 
abdomen, and more pronounced spots on its chest, which 
was not seen in the other individual [68]. We had provisionally 
identified the bird as the Spotted Flycatcher but we’re sceptical 
because it was way out of its known distribution range. However, 
since we were able to photograph it, we could confirm that it 
was a Spotted Flycatcher as it was more heavily streaked on 
the crown, and the chest (contra, the more likely, Asian Brown 
Flycatcher M. dauurica).

On subsequent visits to the same area on 20, and 25 
December 2016 the bird was not seen, despite an extensive 
search.

The earlier southern-most records of the Spotted Flycatcher 
is from Goa (Dharwadkar 2017), and Pune (Iyer 2016). The bird 
has not been reported from Sri Lanka. Hence, this bird could 
have been a vagrant from its main migration route.

We would like to thank Dipu K., and Praveen J. for helping us 
identifying the bird.

First record of Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  
from Tamil Nadu, India
Vinoba Anand, Uday Kumar, Thangam V, Guru Guha Narayanan & K. Muthunarayanan

Anand, V., Kumar, U., Thangam V., Narayanan, G. G., & Muthunarayanan, K., 2017. First record of Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata from Tamil Nadu, India. 
Indian BIRDS 13 (2): 52–53.

Vinoba Anand, 1H/595 Palpandi Nagar 7th Street, Millerpuram Tuticorin 628008, Tamil Nadu, India. E-mail: gvvinoba.anand@gmail.com
Uday Kumar, #44 Door No 4/386-A, Aravind Nagar , 4th Cross Street ,Thirunagar Madurai 625006 , Tamil Nadu, India. E-mail: udai.mca07@gmail.com
Thangam V., B4- 2nd Floor, Ganga Block, Dharmasastha Appartment , Muniyandipuram, Madurai 625004, Tamil Nadu, India. E-mail: thangam2188@gmail.com
Guru Guha Narayanan , 117 H, Palayamkottai Road (W), Sankar Colony, Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu, India. E-mail: ggnarayanan@gmail.com
K.Muthunarayanan ,117 H, Palayamkottai Road (W), Sankar Colony, Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu, India. E-mail: narayanan.muthu@gmail.com
Manuscript received on 03 January 2017.

References
Adams, A. L., 1859. The birds of Cashmere and Ladakh. Proceedings of the Zoological 

Society of London 1859 (395): 169–190.
Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 1987. Compact handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan 

together with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. 2nd ed. Delhi: 
Oxford University Press. Pp. i–xlii, 1 l., 1–737, 52 ll.

Biddulph, J., 1881. On the birds of Gilgit. Ibis 23 (1): 35–102.
Chanter, F. W., 1887. Letters to the Editor [Yesterday I saw in an open field…]. Stray 

Feathers 10 (6): 518.
Ganguli, U., 1975. A guide to the birds of the Delhi area. New Delhi: Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research. Pp. i–xv, 1–301.
Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T., 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. 2nd ed. 

London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm. Pp. 1–528.
Hutson, H. P. W., 1954. The birds about Delhi, together with a complete list of birds 

observed in Delhi and the surrounding country. Delhi: The Delhi Bird Watching 
Society. Pp. i–xxxix, 1–210.

Madge, S., 2017. Rook (Corvus frugilegus). In: del Hoyo, J., Elliott, A., Sargatal, 
J., Christie, D. A., & de Juana, E., (eds.). Handbook of the Birds of the 

World Alive. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona. Website URL: http://www.hbw.com/
node/60784. [Accessed on 25 February 2017.]

Pfister, O., 2004. Birds and mammals of Ladakh. 1st ed. New Delhi: Oxford University 
Press. Pp. i–xxvii, 1–361.

Praveen J., Jayapal, R., & Pittie, A., 2016. A checklist of the birds of India. Indian BIRDS 
11 (5&6): 113–172A.

Rasmussen, P. C., & Anderton, J. C., 2012. Birds of South Asia: the Ripley guide: 
attributes and status. 2nd ed. Washington, D.C. and Barcelona: Smithsonian 
Institution and Lynx Edicions. Vol. 2 of 2 vols. Pp. 1–683.

Scully, J., 1881. A contribution to the ornithology of Gilgit. Ibis 23 (4): 567–594.
Shagoo, P., 2017a. Website URL: http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/

S34555198. [Accessed on 25 February 2017.]
Shagoo, P., 2017b. Website URL: http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/

S34565714. [Accessed on 25 February 2017.]
Ward, A. E., 1906. Birds of the provinces of Kashmir and Jammu and adjacent districts. 

Part I. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 17 (1): 108–113.
Whistler, H., 1923. A note on the Corvidae of the Punjab. Journal of the Bombay 

Natural History Society 29 (1): 157–168.

52 Indian BIRDS vol. 13 no. 2 (PuBl. 15 may 2017)

mailto:gvvinoba.anand@gmail.com
mailto:udai.mca07@gmail.com
mailto:ggnarayanan@gmail.com
mailto:narayanan.muthu@gmail.com


References
Dharwadkar, O., Baidya, P., Lad, P., Parab, P., Bhagat, M., Niphadkar, M., Rangnekar, 

P., & Rangnekar, S., 2017. Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata: A new record for 
Goa, India. Indian BIRDS 13 (1): 27–28.

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., Inskipp, T. 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. Helm Field 

53

67. The first Spotted Flycatcher had few spots on its breast. 68. The second Spotted Flycatcher's breast was more prominently marked.

Guides. 1–528. Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm. London
Iyer, R., 2016 Sighting of a spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata in Pune. Indian BIRDS 

11(2): 50
Svensson, L., Mullrney, K. & Zetterstorm, D. 2010. Collins Bird Guide. The Most 

complete guide to the birds of Britain and Europe. 2nd Edition.

Occurrence of Bristled Grassbird Chaetornis striata in 
Pearl Millet Pennisetum glaucum, and Sorghum Sorghum 
bicolor fields in Ajmer District, Rajasthan 
Harkirat Singh Sangha

Sangha, H. S., 2017. Occurrence of Bristled Grassbird Chaetornis striata in Pearl Millet Pennisetum glaucum, and Sorghum Sorghum bicolor fields in Ajmer 
District, Rajasthan. Indian BIRDS 13 (2): 53–54.

Harkirat Singh Sangha, B-27, Gautam Marg, Hanuman Nagar, Jaipur 302021, Rajasthan, India. E-mail: harkirat.sangha@gmail.com
Manuscript received on 15 September 2016.

On 14 August 2015, at 0715 hrs I was watching a male 
Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus displaying in a field 
of moong Vigna radiate along a track close to Shokaliya 

village in Sarwar Tehsil, Ajmer District. From the adjacent field of 
pearl millet Pennisetum glaucum I heard a call, and instinctively 
focused my binoculars on the flying brown bird, which looked 
larger than the displaying larks in the area. Having seen the species 
earlier at Harike (Punjab), and Sultanpur (Haryana), identifying 
it as a Bristled Grassbird Chaetornis striata was straightforward. 

During the next hour, or so, I saw the bird several times, and had 
no doubt about my identification. On three to four occasions it 
arrived very close to me and perched on a stunted khejri Prosopis 
cineraria tree, allowing close observations, and the opportunity to 
compile the following field notes. 

Overall dorsal plumage: Buffy-fawn, prominently streaked 
with black on mantle, and scapulars, almost shrike-like stout black 
bill, no obvious supercilium, flat crown, and streaks on nape. 
Uppertail, very ragged, brown, with conspicuous pale shafts, and 
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cross-barring. Rictal bristles visible from some angles. 
Overall ventral plumage: White, except for buffish tinge across 

breast, lower flanks, and undertail coverts. Chin and throat pure 
white. Undertail appeared dark grey with broad whitish feather 
tips. Legs were fleshy pink; and eye, dark.

On 30 August 2015, when I visited Kalyanipura, and 
Bhatiyani villages in Nasirabad Tehsil, Ajmer District, at least half 
a dozen birds were calling in pearl millet fields. I found three 
birds in Kalyanipura, and two birds in Bhatiyani. Out of the five 
birds observed at these sites, only one female was observed 
at Bhatiyani. On a fleeting glimpse it resembled a male of the 
species, but lacked its dark bill.

I visited the Nasirabad area again on 11 September 2016, 
and found three birds in a mixed field of pearl millet, and 
sorghum Sorghum bicolor near Jarwasa village. A pair was seen 
flying above the crop, and another bird was seen rising out of the 
field, and then diving back into it. Shivkar (2016) reported one 
on 24 August 2016, and subsequently in four different locations 
in the same area. Incidentally, while reviewing eBird (www.ebird.
com) records from Rajasthan I found another two records from 
Shokaliya. Knue (2016) saw two birds on 28 July, and Sridharan 
(2016) saw two birds on 28 August 2016.

I have been birdwatching in the Nasirabad, and Sarwar 
Tehsils during monsoon, and winter months since 1997, but 
have never seen Bristled Grassbird during my many earlier visits. 
Serendipitously finding the species in a pearl millet field during 
the monsoon, last year, was a pleasant surprise, for there are no 
suitable grasslands in the area.

Ecology in Nasirabad and Sarwar tehsils
The Bristled Grassbird is endemic to the Indian Subcontinent, 
where it is patchily, and locally distributed in India, Nepal, 
and Pakistan. It breeds in north-eastern Punjab (north-eastern 
Pakistan), patchily eastwards across the Gangetic Plain to central 
Bangladesh, and north-eastern India (central Assam); non-
breeding populations occur in eastern parts of central India 
(central Madhya Pradesh, eastwards to central Orissa, and 
southwards up to northern Andhra Pradesh) (Madge 2016) 
and sporadically further southwards to Kerala (Sashikumar 
et al. 2011; Rahmani 2012), and Tamil Nadu (Rajarajan 
2016). It is known to inhabit tall grassland (often dominated 
by Imperata, and Saccharum species), and reed Phragmites, 
particularly in riverine, and swampy areas, even when intermixed 
with low thorny scrub or standing crops of rice. This grassland 
specialist has a small, rapidly declining population owing to the 
loss and degradation of its grassland habitat, primarily through 
drainage, and conversion to agriculture (BirdLife International 
2016). According to Baker (1997) it inhabits extensive, coarse 
grassland plains interspersed with thorny bushes and shrubs, 
usually, though not always, around swampy areas. In Nepal, it 
occurs in relatively open, short grasslands, mostly on dry soils, 
but also in moist areas with tall reeds and scattered bushes 
(Baral et al. 2014). Ali & Ripley (1997) describe it as a warbler of 
wet grasslands, and Heath & Thorns (1989) found it in riverine 
grassland in Nepal. In Harike (Punjab) I found it breeding in moist 
areas that contained coarse grass and tall reeds. 

Contrary to the habitat described for it in literature, the species 
was found in fields of pearl millet, and sorghum varying in height 
from 175 to 195 cm. There were a few scattered trees of kikar 
Acacia nilotica, roonj A. leucophloea, khejri, and vilayati babool 
Prosopis juliflora growing in and around crop fields. There are no 

natural grasslands in this semi-arid area and most of the area is 
under rain-fed cultivation.

There are no historical records of the species from Rajasthan 
(Ali & Ripley 1997; Kazmierczak 2000; Grimmett et al. 2011; 
Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). However, Butler (1877) found it 
breeding c. 300 km south-west of Ajmer, in Deesa (Banaskantha 
District, Gujarat) in grass bheers (sic) overgrown with low, thorny 
Zizyphus jujuba bushes. In the absence of any studies, the 
appearance of Bristled Grassbird, a skulking species, in central 
Rajasthan is difficult to explain. Perhaps more surprisingly the 
occurrence of the species has taken place while agriculture in the 
area has undergone profound changes during the last decade or 
so, wherein natural lands, and vegetation have been converted to 
arable lands, with cultivation. Moreover, sightings of the species 
during the monsoon, in 2015, and 2016, in the agricultural fields 
of Nasirabad, and Sarwar, contrast with the trend in the rest of the 
Indian Subcontinent. They suggest that the relationship between 
agricultural development, and the drastic decrease of the Bristled 
Grassbird may not be as straightforward as presumed, and begs 
further study.
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On 11 December 2016, though it was a very cold foggy 
morning, we made our way to Mangar Bani (28.36ºN, 
77.17ºE), a small patch of forest between Faridabad and 

Delhi, from where Black-throated- Turdus atrogularis, and Scaly 
Thrushes Zoothera dauma had been recently reported (Gupta & 
Srinivas 2017). By 1000 hrs the fog thickened, making us doubt 
the wisdom of our plans. However, when we reached the target 
area and peered in from the edge, the first bird we saw was a 
thrush, foraging on the ground among dead leaves, in a grove of 
trees. Unlike the thrushes we were expecting to see, it was a small 
brownish bird, plain above, but with well-marked spots below. 
We had not seen anything like it earlier, and were thoroughly 
intrigued. We entered the grove to get a closer look. It flew up 
into a nearby tree, but returned to feed on the ground after we 
moved away [69]. Thereafter it followed the same pattern. It 
would flit to the ground, feed around a bit, and then fly to sit on a 
tree. We observed this Song Thrush T. philomelos (see below) for 
nearly an hour, when a second bird was spotted with it, alongside 
a Black-throated Thrush. Subsequently, both flew away.

On our return to Delhi we tried to identify the species by 
posting photographs we had taken, to the e-group ‘Delhibirdpix’, 
Bill Harvey, Mike Prince, and some others. Abhinav Choudhary, 
and Piyush Dogra, fellow birders, wondered whether it was 
a Song Thrush. As the species had only been documented a 
handful of times from India, we sought assistance from Bill 
Harvey, who immediately confirmed it as a Song Thrush—the first 
to be recorded in Delhi NCR (Harvey et al. 2006). Subsequently, 
the thrush was seen, and photographed three days later on a late 
morning (Lahiri 2017), but was not seen after that.

Rasmussen & Anderton (2012) consider it a winter vagrant to 
southern Pakistan, and north-western India, and include only two 
records, one each from Ladakh, and Bharatpur. The first report 
for India was from the Tikse area, Ladakh, where an individual 
was seen on several days from 24 November 1981 until it was 
trapped and ringed on 14 December 1981 (Delany et al. 2014). 
The sight record from Bharatpur remains untraced, but there is 
another report from Harike, Punjab, where Bill Harvey saw one 
briefly on the ground at the edge of a patch of wet reeds, and 
then in flight close to the Sikh Temple at Harike on 17 February 
2002 (Harvey 2002; Bill Harvey, in litt., e-mail dated 30 January 
2017).

The Song Thrush breeds from western Europe, east to 
Lake Baikal and the eastern Sayan range in Siberia. Its northern 
populations move southwards in winter, as far south as northern 
Africa—south to Sudan and Ethiopia, and the Middle East, and, 
hence, vagrancy to north-western India is not surprising.

We would like to thank Bill Harvey for helping with 
identification, and for sharing details of his record from Harike.
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Accidental death of a feeding vulture
On 09 November 2016, at 1030 hrs we observed a flock of 145 
White-rumped Vultures Gyps bengalensis, eight Indian Vultures 
G. indicus, four Red-headed Vultures Sarcogyps calvus, and two 
Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus feeding on a domestic 
buffalo carcass (a tiger’s kill) on Sigur Plateau, Tamil Nadu. We 
noted the exact location of the carcass for future visits. When we 
re-visited the carcass at 1530 hrs, an adult White-rumped Vulture 
was found dead next to the carcass. Its head and upper neck 
seemed stuck inside the carcass. The vulture probably intended 
to feed on the visceral organs by inserting its head through the 
gaps in the vertebral column of the carcass, but its neck got 
inextricably stuck between two vertebrae, resulting in its death. 
Such unusual vulture deaths have been recorded in the past too 
(Allen 1920; Greenwood 1938).

This observation was carried out under a project supported 
by the Raptor Research and Conservation Foundation for which 
Tamil Nadu state forest department granted the necessary 
permissions, and we acknowledge with gratitude their respective 
roles. We extend our thanks to our field assistants. R. Bomman, 
K. Manigandan, and B. Vishnu. 
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Editors’ note: The picture that accompanied this note has not been printed, as it requires a 
strong stomach. Those interested in viewing it may contact the corresponding author directly.

House Sparrows Passer domesticus  
feeding on dressed meat
On 17 February 2017, at 1015 hrs, in the course of fieldwork 
we observed an unusual feeding behavior of the House Sparrow 
Passer domesticus in the meat market at Udhagamandalam, 
The Nilgiris. Both the parents of a family of sparrows were seen 
collecting [70, 71], and subsequently feeding pieces of dressed 
mutton to their nestlings. The nest was built in the deploying nest 
box of the butcher’s shop, and we observed three nestlings in it. 
The adult pair picked up at least 18 pieces of meat in the shop, 
and visited their nest 16 times to feed their young during the 
one hour (1015–1115 hrs) we could observe them. Though the 
species is primarily granivorous, it is known to be an opportunistic 
feeder and consumes whatever food is available (Gavett & Wakely 
1986; Anderson 2006). Protein-rich food, like insects, is essential 
for the growth of their nestlings. Anderson (2006) mentions that 
House Sparrows take advantage of whatever foods are abundant 
when they are nesting, to feed their young. Red meat contains 
high levels of biological value protein, important micronutrients, 

and a range of fats (Williams et al. 2006), and hence might 
be an ideal replacement for the regular insect diet of sparrow 
chicks. Despite their well-known catholic taste, we thought this 
observation worthy of a formal record. 

We would like to thank J. Ebanasar, and A. Abinesh of the 
Department of Zoology & Wildlife Biology, for their help and 
encouragement.
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Letters to the Editor

70. House sparrow male feeding on mutton pieces. 

71. House sparrow female feeding on mutton pieces.

Pics: Karthick S.
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Blue and White Flycatcher from Maharashtra

Mohak Katvi & Ramesh Shenai

While birding on 18 
February 2017 in 
Tungareshwar Wildlife 
Sanctuary (19.41°N, 
72.91°E), Vasai, 
Maharashtra, we 
photographed a sub-adult 
male Blue-and-white 
Flycatcher Cyanoptila 
cyanomelana perched on 
a tree. A recent entrant to 
the Indian avifauna, this 
appears to be the third 
record of this species 

from Maharashtra, and the ninth for the country (Barve & 
Kamath 2016; Bhoopathy & Indrajit 2016; Praveen et al. 2016). 
Seven records, including this one, have been made during a 
narrow calendar window between mid-February and mid-March, 
indicating this to be a passage migrant.

Mohak Katvi, A-101, Meroo Housing Complex Phase 2, Near Moorya Nagar, Manvelpada Road, 
Virar (E), Taluka Vasai, Palghar District 401305, Maharashtra, India. E-mail: katvim@gmail.com 

Ramesh Shenai, A-101 Pancham Apartment, Near Hanuman Mandir, Kacheri Road, Vasai (W), 
Taluka Vasai, Palghar District 401201, Maharashtra, India.

Malayan Night Heron from Pondicherry

B. M. Krishnakumar & K. Muthamizh Selvan

During a field study on 
mammalian assemblages 
in the campus of 
Pondicherry University 
(13.01°N, 80.23°E), 
which involved camera 
trapping, an adult Malayan 
Night-Heron Gorsachius 
melanolophus was video-
graphed by the motion-
and-heat-sensor camera 

trap ‘Cuddeback C1’, on 08 December 2016. This appears to 
be the first report for Pondicherry though it has been reported 
a few times from the plains of Tamil Nadu (Satyamurti 1970; 
Santharam 1981; Anand 2016).

B. M. Krishnakumar, Department of Ecology & Environmental Sciences, Pondicherry University, 
Pondicherry, India.

K. Muthamizh Selvan, Department of Microbiology, Pondicherry University, Pondicherry, India. 
E-mail: tamildove@gmail.com

White-winged Tern from Sambhar Lake, Rajasthan 

Harkirat Singh Sangha & Rubaina Sangha

While watching a flock of Gull-billed Terns Gelochelidon nilotica 
at Kochia ki Dhani (26.58ºN, 75.05ºE), a fresh-water wetland 
adjacent to the Sambhar Lake, Rajasthan, on 04 September 

2016, two White-winged Terns 
Chlidonias leucopterus in breeding 
plumage were photographed. 
The species was first recorded in 
Rajasthan during spring 1996 at 
Phulera, Jaipur District (Sangha 
& Vardhan 1998), and again in 
spring 1997 between Sambhar and 
Naraina, Jaipur District. This appears 
to be the first fall sighting, and the 
third record for the state. 

Harkirat Singh Sangha, B-27, Gautam Marg, Hanuman Nagar, Jaipur 302021, Rajasthan, India. 
E-mail: harkirat.sangha@gmail.com

Scaly Thrush from Faridabad, Haryana

Pankaj Gupta & M. S. Srinivas

On 05 
December 
2016 we 
photographed 
a Scaly Thrush 
Zoothera 
dauma in 
Mangar 
(22.35°N, 
77.17°E), 
Faridabad, 
Haryana, just 
across the 

Delhi NCR border. There are no prior reports of this species 
from Delhi (Harvey et al. 2006); this appears to be the nearest 
record from Delhi NCR.

Pankaj Gupta, B7/5164, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 110070, India.  
E-mail: pankajgupta_fm@yahoo.co.in 

M. S. Srinivas, Flat No. 4406, Srila Towers, Opposite Chermas, Hydernagar, Hyderabad 500085, 
Rangareddi District, Telangana, India.
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