
Ornithological studies conducted in the eastern state of 
Odisha, India, have been few and far between. There have 
been some studies in Chilika Lake and its surroundings as 

a part of wetland bird count (Balachandran et al. 2009). A couple 
of avifaunal inventories are available for Bhitarkanika National 
Park situated further north (Pandav 1997; Gopi & Pandav 2007). 
Similipal Tiger Reserve is far less studied than the other two 
areas; Ripley’s (1979) being the only definite work. However, in 
comparison with other regions of India, there is a definite paucity 
of ornithological surveys in this state. 

In the last decade, Mangalajodi (19°55’N, 85°25’E) near 
Chilika Lake has gained prominence as a conservation success 
story with erstwhile poachers turning professional guides (http:// 
mangalajodiecotourism.com/). However, despite the sightings 
and photographs of rare birds like Spotted Crake Porzana porzana 
from Mangalajodi (Sreenivasan 2012), there is still little interest in 
terms of general birding in Odisha. As compared to surrounding 
states like West Bengal or even the southern states, Odisha is 
seldom visited by amateur birdwatchers and photographers. This 
is probably due to a lack of publicity for the various birding spots 
and the relative difficulty in arranging the logistics. Keeping this 
in mind, we (DK, VD, PJ, VR, and SS) decided to venture into 
this sparsely ‘birded’ land to visit some of the famous birding 
sites and also hoping to add to the existing knowledge wherever 
possible. A detailed itinerary was chalked out with the help of 
MVN who is stationed in Sambalpur, Odisha.

We planned the trip in three legs – Chilika including Nalaban 
(19°41’N, 85°18’E) & Mangalajodi, Bhitarkanika National Park 
(henceforth BNP), and Similipal Tiger Reserve (henceforth STR) 
– spending on an average three days in each leg spanning ten 
days from 22 to 31 December 2012. A combined checklist of 
268 species was recorded during the trip: 204 in the Chilika 
sector including Barbara forests (19°51’N, 85°01’E), 140 in the 
Bhitarkanika sector, and 96 in the Similipal sector. 

This note discusses the significant sightings in detail, while 
mentioning other sightings of interest. Since existing field guides 

and books do not provide updated status information for many 
species, notes on current status are added by MVN, who has 
been visiting the state since 1996, and is a resident bird-watcher 
since 2006. Such notes appear within brackets after each 
species account.

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons
Every year, the Odisha Forest Department conducts a bird census 
in BNP and Chilika in the month of December. This year, the 
census was conducted a week before we reached there. During 
the survey, Bivash Pandav and R. Suresh Kumar from Wildlife 
Institute of India, Dehradun had spotted a single “white-fronted 
goose” at Satabaya wetlands, Gupti (20°38’N, 86°53’E) in 
Kendrapara Dt., which was tentatively identified by them as a 
Lesser White-fronted Goose A. erythropus. Since this is a rare 
bird for Odisha, we specifically checked the area from where 
A. erythropus was reported, but could only spot Bar-headed 
Geese A. indicus. After birding in Dangamal (20°44’N, 86°52’E), 
the main entry point of BNP, while we were returning to Gupti 
on 29 December, we saw a gaggle of around 300 Bar-headed 
Geese on the Dhamra River (20°45’N, 86°49’E). We stopped 
and scanned the flock through a spotting scope and, within no 
time, were able to locate one bird in that flock that seemed 
distinctive. A few characteristics of a white-fronted goose were 
visible on it—dark head, darker body, pink bill, and similarity in 
size to the surrounding Bar-headed Geese—but a “white front” 
was missing. Since the birds were floating quite far from the 
shore, we hired a fishing boat to get closer. We approached 
the birds without disturbing the flock and obtained some clear 
photographs. Even at that point, conclusively deciding between 
Lesser and Greater White-fronted Goose was difficult as the bird 
was a juvenile. Once back in the vehicle, a detailed analysis 
of the images showed the typical head and bill structure, and 
lack of a yellow eye-ring of a Greater White-fronted Goose 
A. albifrons [15]. The images were sent to Mike Prince, and 
Frederik Willemyns, who were familiar with both species of 
white-fronted geese, and both concurred with our conclusions. 
Since the previous week’s sighting of the white-fronted goose 
by Bivash Pandav and Suresh Kumar was also under similar 
circumstances (among Bar-headed Geese) and not far from 
our sighting (~20 km apart), we feel that the previous bird may 
have also been a Greater White-fronted Goose.
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[This bird was sighted once on 12 December 1948, on 
Chilika Lake (Craven 1948); it is far more regular in northern 
India (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). Since then, there have 
been unconfirmed sight records of white-fronted geese, either A. 
albifrons or A. erythropus, from Chilika over the years; however, 
the only recent confirmed species level report has been that of 
a pair of A. erythropus from the marshes between Sundarpur 
and Bhusandpur of the northern sector of Chilika lake during 
December 2004 (Balachandran et al. 2009). Thus, the present 
report is possibly the first confirmed photographic record of A. 
albifrons from Odisha. — MVN]

Leucistic Garganey Anas querquedula
While watching a large flotilla of ducks in Mangalajodi on 23 
December, an almost completely white bird suddenly caught 
our attention among Garganeys A. querquedula and Northern 
Shovelers A. clypeata. This leucistic duck was smaller than the 
shovelers; it flocked along with the Garganeys, was of similar 
size and structure, both in flight and while swimming [16, 17], 
had a black eye, and dark beak (contra an albino). Hence we 
concluded it was a leucistic Garganey.

[Garganey is an addition to the list of albino/leucistic anatids 
reported from the Indian Subcontinent; the others being Greylag 
Goose A. anser (Editors 1950; Abdulali 1966), Northern 
Shoveler (Bolster 1923; Dharmakumarsinhji 1975), Lesser 
Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica (Chatterjee 1995), Knob-
billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos (Newnham & Aitken 1886), 
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea (Whistler 1940), Gadwall A. 

strepera (Harrison & Harrison 1972), and Indian Spot-billed Duck 
Anas poecilorhyncha (Sharma et al. 2010).—MVN]

Collared Pratincole Glareola pratincola
On the morning of 23 December 2012, at Mangalajodi, from our 
boat we spotted a flock of c. 25 pratincoles, perched on a mound 
c. 100 m away. Initially, we thought they were Oriental Pratincoles 
G. maldivarum, based on known distribution ranges, but while 
scoping them from the moving boat, we noticed that some of 
the birds showed long tail streamers that extended beyond the 
wing tips, which is a pointer for Collared Pratincole. So, more 
photographs were taken of both, sitting, and flying birds. During 
our field observations, the trailing edges of the secondaries were 
not noticeable, but off-field analysis of the images clearly revealed 
the key features of Collared Pratincoles: prominent white trailing 
edges of secondaries, relatively longer tail streamers, and darker 
upper parts. Identification was made slightly easier as the same 
flock had a few Oriental Pratincoles as well. These birds showed 
no white trailing edges to secondaries, had relatively shorter tail 
streamers, and darker upper parts. See the marked birds in [18]
for comparison (Driessens & Svensson 2005). Gerald Driessens, 
who has done extensive research on Collared and Oriental 
Pratincoles, also confirmed the identification of the marked birds 
(Gerald Driessens pers. comm. January 2013).

[Balachandran et al. (2009) consider this bird a ‘rare local 
migrant’ to Chilika and state that a few pairs were recorded at 
Bhusandpur and Sundarpur regions, while one individual was 
ringed in 1984 at Nalaban. The interesting point in the present 

17. Leucistic Garganey in flight along with other Garganeys from Mangalajodi.16. Leucistic Garganey from Managalajodi.

18. Collared and Oriental Pratincoles (circled) in flight from Managalajodi.

15Karuthedathu et al.: Odisha records



report is that the birds were seen intermixed with the commoner 
breeding visitor Oriental Pratincole in the same flock. This is a 
pointer for birders to carefully scan any sizeable flock of pratincoles 
that they might come across in the wetlands of Odisha, especially 
during winter. However, far upstream of the Mahanadi River, on 
the banks of Hirakud reservoir (21°34’N, 83°50’E) and adjoining 
wetlands (Sambalpur Dt.), no G. pratincola were spotted when I 
monitored G. maldivarum breeding colonies during the summers 
of 2009–2013—MVN]

Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus
While boating from Gupti to Dangamal on 28 December, a 
harrier was seen flying cross the river. Since the bird showed an 
unbarred grey upper tail and whitish under parts, it was clear that 
the bird was an adult male harrier. Field observations showed 
a light barring on the under side, a noticeable barring on the 
upper wing (secondaries), and brownish upper wing coverts. A 
single image of its upper parts taken at that time also confirmed 
some of these key features. The combination of these features 
pointed to a sub-adult Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus; its 
all white under parts, including a paler head eliminating Eurasian 
Marsh- C. aeruginosus and Pied- C. melanoleucos Harriers; 
brown upper wing coverts and dark barring on upper wing 
(secondaries) eliminating Pallid- C. macrourus, Hen- C. cyaneus, 
and Montagu’s- C. pygargus Harriers. However, since we lack 
good photographs to support our sighting, this identification is 
treated as provisional. 

[Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) consider this species 
hypothetical to the region, as there are no known specimens 
or photographs from South Asia. However, Rasmussen & 
Anderton (2012) include it based on records from Bangladesh 
(Rasmussen 2013). The species is reported quite often in Assam, 
and has been recently photographed in West Bengal (Das 2011). 
However, there are no reports from Odisha.—MVN]

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus 
While we were looking out for crakes (Rallidae) around the 
reeds in Mangalajodi on 22 December, few Cacomantis cuckoos 
suddenly appeared in the reeds. The first, which gave good views, 
was not an adult bird. Neither did it fit the field guide description 
of a juvenile Cacomantis. It showed a brown crown, a plain 
rufous-brown throat, slightly lighter plain under parts, unbarred 
upper wings & under tail coverts and barred upper tail. While we 
were wondering whether the bird was an immature Grey-bellied- 
C. passerinus or a Plaintive- C. merulinus Cuckoo, another bird, a 
hepatic female Plaintive Cuckoo appeared. Soon, a typical adult 
plumaged Plaintive Cuckoo also came into the view. Since the 
birds moved together, it was concluded that the first bird indeed 
was an immature Plaintive Cuckoo transitioning from juvenile to 
adult plumage. This site was re-visited on 23 December and the 
three birds were seen again.

[The presence of C. merulinus has been sporadically reported 
from Odisha, specifically from Mangalajodi, where Madhu, the 
resident bird guide, seems to have been seeing it every winter; 
in fact, a Cacomantis cuckoo, which he showed me in January 
2011, in hindsight, was a sub-adult merulinus. An adult male, 
which was seen in Jenabil (21°51’N, 86°22’E) in STR, during the 
winter of 2006, was considered a vagrant at that time, as there 
were no other records. With the present reports, it appears safe 
to conclude that the species is a rare, but regular, winter visitor 
to Odisha. —MVN]

Collared scops Owl Otus lettia
During the preparation for the trip, MVN had indicated that the 
Collared Scops Owl Otus lettia was regularly heard at Dangamal. 
Hence we prepared ourselves by familiarizing its call (XC115094 
in http://www.xeno-canto.org). On our first night at Dangamal, 
we heard a possible individual, but the calls quickly died out. 
So, we decided to give it a try at 0400 hrs the next day. After 
about 30 min, the birds started calling and we could clearly hear 
the calls of at least three birds from various directions. Though 
we searched the areas from where we thought the calls were 
coming, we could not locate any of the calling birds, and had to 
be satisfied with the calls.

[I heard a ‘strange’ O. bakkamoena call during a field trip 
in 1996 to Dangamal. That same call was also heard during 
many subsequent trips, and I thought it to be a variation in 
the bakkamoena repertoire. This confusion prevailed till Pratap 
Singh, after analysing sonogram recordings made during his BNP 
visit, identified them conclusively as those of O. lettia. However, I 
have not seen anywhere else in the state. Neither Rasmussen & 
Anderton (2012), nor Ali & Ripley (2001) include Odisha in the 
range of this species and hence this information is novel. —MVN]

Mangrove Pitta Pitta megarhyncha 
After finishing a day’s birding around Gupti by 1800 hrs on 27 
December, we were waiting for the boat to cross the canal. 
Right at the boarding point, we heard a loud four-noted call 
and knew immediately what it was. Though we did not really 
anticipate seeing one, we still had considered Mangrove Pitta 
Pitta megarhyncha as one of the rare probables in the area and 
hence had familiarised ourselves with its calls (XC35835 in http://
www.xeno-canto.org). We compared the calls and they matched 
perfectly. At least three different birds were calling. We traced 
the calls of the one closest to us, and realised that it roosted just 
near the road. The bird called for about two–three minutes from 
a single perch and then stopped calling. On 28 December, we 
were at Dangamal again at dusk, but the single calling bird was 
too far and we could not reach the spot before it stopped calling. 
As we knew that it was roosting close to the road at Gupti, we 
tried again on the evening of 28 December. We reached the 
same spot at 1730 hrs and waited by the roadside for the calls. 
As on the previous occasion, the bird started calling around 1800 
hrs and even though we could track the bird to the roosting tree 
and to a specific clump, we were unable to spot the bird, which 
was in all likelihood deep inside the foliage, and the visibility was 
very poor due to fading light.

[Rasmussen & Anderton (2005) do not list this species 
from India; all South Asia references being from the Bangladesh 
Sundarbans. However, in recent years it has been photographed 
from the Indian Sundarbans (Chatterjee 2010, 2013) and has 
been repeatedly seen by many on Bali Island, West Bengal. 
Though Pandav (1997) does not list this species for BNP, Gopi 
& Pandav (2007) include it as ‘fairly common’ in BNP, a fact 
echoed by the resident bird guide, Vijay, who stated that it was 
particularly easy to spot during its breeding season. Local bird 
guides indicate that the bird can be heard and seen in certain 
specific localities in BNP and indicate that it might most probably 
be breeding there, going by its behaviour, though no direct 
nesting evidence has been found till date. However, detailed 
observations on foraging, roosting, etc., backed by photographs, 
have recently been obtained from BNP by Vivek Sarkar (pers. 
comm., June 2013). —MVN]
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small-billed scaly Thrush Zoothera dauma
In Gurguria, STR (21°51’N, 86°14’E), there are three different 
buildings that are used to house tourists. We were initially allotted 
rooms in the building farthermost from the entry point. As the 
room had an interesting mix of scrub and trees around it, VR 
started scanning the area to check if we could find something 
interesting. As soon as he stepped into the scrub, VR & VD 
noticed a movement, and they located a Small-billed Scaly Thrush 
Zoothera dauma on the ground, which flushed and disappeared 
as the rest of us closed in. 

[Though it is known to winter in the northern Eastern Ghats 
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2005), range maps in guides (Grimmett 
et al. 2011) do not list more than a couple of records from Odisha; 
hence this sighting is noteworthy. However, it is a regular winter 
visitor to the state and occurs in all suitable biotopes. Specifically, 
records are from STR, Kuldiha WLS (21°23’N, 86°32’E), Badrama 
WLS (21°29’N, 84°17’E), Chandka WLS (21°29’N, 84°17’E), 
BNP, and Debrigarh WLS (21°33’N, 83°38’E). It is under-reported 
due to its retiring habits in dense forested habitats. —MVN]

Tickell’s Thrush Turdus unicolor
BNP has some good patches of evergreen forest in addition to its 
famous mangroves. On 28 December, we took a winding route 
from a boat landing near Gupti, up till Dangamal, which passed 
through some excellent patches of evergreen forest. During this 
trek, we saw two thrushes at one point: an adult Orange-headed 
Thrush Geokichla citrina citrina, and a Tickell’s Thrush T. unicolor. 
Both were rummaging in the leaf litter in the same area and were 
together at some point of time. 

[Though it is known to winter in the northern Eastern Ghats 
(Rasmussen & Anderton 2005), the range maps in guides 
(Grimmett et al. 2011) do not show more than two records 
from Odisha. However, it is possibly a regular winter visitor to 
the state, but not reported often due to paucity of active birders 
visiting areas haunted by the bird. I have several personal 
winter sighting records from STR; an adult (possibly the same 
individual) used to frequent the campus of Bhanjabasa forest 
rest house in southern part of STR for three consecutive winters 
from 2006 to 2009. —MVN]

Pale-footed Bush Warbler Urosphena pallidipes
There are some excellent grasslands that intersperse the sal 
forests of STR. MVN had indicated that it could harbour interesting 
birds like White-tailed Stonechat Saxicola leucurus and Pale-
footed Bush Warbler Urosphena pallidipes. So we decided to 
explore such an area near a forest watchtower inside the park. 
The grassland had a stream running through its centre, and 
as we neared the water, we heard a metallic sound from the 
grasses across the stream. Our initial thoughts were of a Prinia, 
but soon the repeated calls intrigued us. We crossed the stream 
and tried to locate the bird, which started moving through the 
undergrowth. At one point it came to the bushes along the edge 
of the water, giving better views, and revealing its identity as Pale-
footed Bush Warbler. Its key features—flesh-coloured legs, whitish 
under parts with buffy flanks, face pattern with clear dark eye line 
and prominent eye-brow, and relatively short tail—were noted 
while it kept moving along the stream.

[The only published record of U. pallidipes, from peninsular 
India, is of an April specimen from Sankrametta (c. 1000 above 
msl), northern Eastern Ghats, Andhra Pradesh (Ali & Ripley 2001). 

Being very familiar with its distinctive calls from the sal forests of 
Dehradun, (Uttarakhand) I was pleasantly surprised to hear it in 
STR during the monsoons of 2007. Subsequently, it was found 
to be a resident in the park, and probably breeding, though a 
nest is yet to be found. A detailed note of its specific occurrence, 
altitudinal zone, habitat preferences, vocalisation, and behaviour 
is currently under preparation. —MVN]

ruby-cheeked sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis
While birding in the Barbara forests (19°51’N, 85°02’E) of the 
Khurda forest division, we noticed a female sunbird that looked 
different due to its short beak, and the light orange wash on its 
throat [19]. While noting down more of its details, we noticed two 
other birds, one of which was immediately identified as a male 
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis as it showed the 
distinctive shiny greenish cap, bronzy cheeks, and orange throat. 
The third bird was identified as a juvenile; it was similar to the 
female, but duller in appearance, and lacking the orange wash.

[Ruby-cheeked Sunbird is mainly found in the Himalayan 
foothills, with a range that extends eastward to the southern 
Assam hills (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012). There are two reports 
of its occurrence in northern Andhra Pradesh (Ripley et al. 1988; 
Ramesh & Nandakumar 2012), and hence it is expected to occur 
in the adjoining Eastern Ghats of Odisha. Though there are no 
published reports from Odisha, it has been recently reported 
from the Barbara forests, and the forests of the Phulbani- and 
Raygada- districts of southern Odisha (Vivek Sarkar pers. comm. 
June 2013). Hence, it has possibly been overlooked and might 
have a sparse presence throughout the suitable habitats in the 
state. —MVN]

Table 1: List of threatened species recorded during the trip
Species STATUS CHI BNP
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala NT ü ü
Black-necked Stork Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus NT ü  
Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus VU  ü
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus NT ü ü
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis NT ü  
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster NT ü ü
Pallas’s Fish Eagle Haliaeetus leucoryphus VU ü  
Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga VU  ü
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa NT ü ü
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata NT ü ü
River Tern Sterna aurantia NT ü  
Brown-winged Kingfisher Pelargopsis amauroptera NT  ü
Mangrove Pitta Pitta megarhyncha NT  ü

19 . A pair of Ruby-cheeked Sunbirds from Barbara forests
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Other significant sightings
Ten Near-threatened (NT) and three Vulnerable (VU) species, as 
classified by IUCN (BirdLife International 2012), were recorded 
during the trip (Table 1). Interestingly, all of them were wetland, 
or wetland dependent species, and were recorded from Chilika 
(CHI) or BNP.

Some of the spectacular moments of the trip included the 
boat trips in Bhitarkanika that produced multiple sightings of the 
three mangrove-dependent kingfishers (Black-capped Halcyon 
pileata, Collared Todirhamphus chloris & Brown-winged), 
simultaneous sightings of nine Short-toed Eagles Circaetus 
gallicus in different parts of the sky and perched on trees from 
a grassland in BNP, a confiding Pallas Fish-eagle that allowed us 
to get close to it while it perched on the poles that demarcate 
Nalaban Bird Sanctuary in Chilika lake, and huge concentrations, 
nearly 3000–5000 strong, of Black-tailed Godwits that we 
watched at eye-level during the boat ride at Mangalajodi. Also 
recorded were flocks of Fulvous Whistling Ducks Dendrocygna 
bicolor at Mangalajodi, nearly a thousand Greater Flamingos 
Phoenicopterus roseus, and a radio-tagged Bar-headed Goose 
A. indicus at Nalaban Island (Chilika), Pale-chinned Blue 
Flycatcher Cyornis poliogenys at Barbara forests and STR, 
Greater Yellownape Chrysophlegma flavinucha, Lineated Barbet 
Megalaima lineata, Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus, and 
Siberian Rubythroat Luscinia calliope at STR, Chestnut-capped 
Babbler Timalia pileata, Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris, 
Large Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx sparverioides, a juvenile Pied 
Harrier Circus melanoleucos , Large-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus 
macrurus, a pair of Red-necked Falcons Falco chicquera, 
Loten’s Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius, and an intergrade of White-
throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis and Spot-breasted- Fantail 
R. albogularis at BNP.

Though the endemic bird concentration is low, Odisha 
attracts huge numbers of Palearctic migrants and hence it 
would be interesting to search for regional rarities during the 
migration. Mangroves in BNP are the only area in India, apart 
from the Sundarbans, where Mangrove Pitta and Brown-winged 
Kingfisher are found. Eastern Ghats in Odisha provide interesting 
variation in peninsular avifauna with several species from north-
eastern India, like Pale-capped Pigeon Columba punicea and 
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird, being found here. Hence, it is an ideal 
birding package for local and visiting birders to spend a couple 
of weeks.

Acknowledgements
We wish to thank Manoj V. Nair for helping us plan the trip, pointing out local hotspots, 
and helping with logistics. Manoj Mahapatra, DFO, Bhitarkanika was extremely helpful 
in planning the BNP leg of our trip. Our thanks to DFOs Bimal Prasad Acharya, Chilika 
Forest Division, Akshay Patnaik, Khurda Forest Division; Anup Kumar Nayak, Field 
Director, Similipal Tiger Reserve, and Bikash Ranjan Dash, Deputy Field Director, STR 
for similar arrangements. Aditya Panda was extremely resourceful in giving us directions 
in Chilika sector. Pratyush Mohapatra helped us with transport and quickly conducted 
us around the Central Plant Research Institute campus on the trail of a single Pale-
capped Pigeon that was seen there the previous day. Extra efforts of Mohanta Mallick 
and other staff at Gupti for helping us with Mangrove Pitta search are also greatly 
appreciated. We also thank Murmu for helping us with logistics in STR. Thanks to Bivash 
Pandav who graciously provided detailed information about the previous sighting of 
the White-fronted Goose. Thanks are also due to Madhu who guided us in Mangalajodi 
and Chilika, and Vijay who guided us in Bhitarkanika. Without their help, we would 
have missed several specialities. We acknowledge the efforts of Gerald Driessens, Mike 
Prince, and Frederik Willemyns in reviewing the photographs and helping indentify the 
confusing birds, and Shashank Dalvi who transmitted the recordings of key birds when 
we were in the field.

references
Abdulali, H., 1966. Notes on Indian birds 9 - Anser caerulescens caerulescens (Lin-

naeus) and Anser fabalis brachyrhynchus Baillon to be removed from the Indian 
avifauna. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 63 (1): 198–200.

Ali, S., & Ripley, S. D., 2001. Handbook of the birds of India and Pakistan together with 
those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. 2nd ed. Delhi: (Sponsored 
by Bombay Natural History Society.) Oxford University Press [Oxford India Paper-
backs.]. Vol. 1 of 10 vols. Pp. 2 ll., pp. i–lxiii, 1–384, 2 ll.

Balacandran, S., Sathiyaselvam, P., & Panda, S., 2009. Bird atlas of Chilika. 1st ed. Mum-
bai; Bhubaneshwar: Bombay Natural History Society; Chilika Development Author-
ity. Pp. 13 pp., i–xx, 1–326.

BirdLife International. 2012. Website: http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/home. [Accessed 
on 13 May 2013.]

Bolster, R. C., 1923. An albino Shoveller Spatula clypeata. Journal of the Bombay Natu-
ral History Society 29 (1): 285.

Chatterjee, S., 1995. Occurrence of albino Lesser Whistling Teal, Dendrocygna javanica 
(Horsfield). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 92 (3): 417–418.

Chatterjee, S., 2010. Website: Mangrove Pitta http://indianbirdsphotography.blogspot.
in/2010/05/birdphotoindia-mangrove-pitta.html.

Chatterjee, S., 2013. Mangrove Pitta Pitta megarhyncha from Sundarbans, West Bengal, 
India. Indian BIRDS 8 (6): 160–161.

Craven, L. A., 1949. Occurrence of the White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons Scop., in 
Orissa. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 48 (2): 365–366.

Dharmakumarsinhji, R. S., 1975. A Whiteheaded Duck. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 15 
(1): 9.

Das, A., 2011. Website: Eastern Marsh Harrier—1st Confirmed Record for India. http://
www.indianaturewatch.net/displayimage.php?id=210483. [Accessed on 13 May 
2013.]

Driessens, G., & Svensson, L., 2005. Identification of Collared Pratincole and Oriental 
Pratincole - a critical review of characters. Dutch Birding 27: 1–35.

Editors. 1950. The Snow Goose (Anser hyperboreus Pallas) in Kashmir - an addition 
to the avifauna of India. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 49 (2): 
311–312.

Gopi, G. V., & Pandav, B., 2007. Avifauna of Bhitarkanika mangroves, India. Zoos’ Print 
Journal 22 (10): 2839–2847, 2847i–ii.

Grimmett, R., Inskipp, C., & Inskipp, T., 2011. Birds of the Indian Subcontinent. 2nd ed. 
London: Oxford University Press & Christopher Helm. Pp. 1–528.

Harrison, J. M., & Harrison, J. G., 1972. An albinistic Gadwall from India. Journal of the 
Bombay Natural History Society 68 (3): 827–829.

Newnham, A. T. H., & Aitken, E. H., 1886. On the frequency of albinoism in Cutch, &c. 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society I (2): 71–72.

Pandav, B., 1997. Birds of Bhitarkanika mangroves, eastern India. Forktail 12 (August): 
7–17.

Ramesh, N., & Nandakumar, S., 2012. Sighitng of Ruby-cheeked Sunbird (Anthreptes 
singalensis) in Araku Valley, Andhra Pradesh, India. Newsletter for Birdwatchers 
51 (5): 77 (2011).

Ripley, S. D., 1979. Changes in the bird fauna of a forest area; Simlipal Hills, Mayurbhanj 
District, and Dhenkanal District, Orissa. Journal of the Bombay Natural History 
Society 75 (3): 570–574 (1978).

Ripley, S. D., Beehler, B. M., & Raju, K. S. R. K., 1988. Birds of the Visakhapatnam Ghats, 
Andhra Pradesh–2. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 85 (1): 90–107.

Rasmussen, P. C., & Anderton, J. C., 2005. Birds of South Asia: the Ripley guide. 1st ed. 
Washington, D.C. and Barcelona: Smithsonian Institution and Lynx Edicions. 2 vols. 
Pp. 1–378; 1–683.

Rasmussen, P. C., & Anderton, J. C., 2012. Birds of South Asia: the Ripley guide. 2nd ed. 
Washington, D.C. and Barcelona: Smithsonian Institution and Lynx Edicions. 2 vols. 
Pp. 1–378; 1–683.

Rasmussen, P. C., 2013. Then and now: new developments in Indian systematic orni-
thology. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 109 (1&2): 3–16 (2012).

Sharma, K., Bedsa, V. S., Chandel, O. C., & Mehra, S. P., 2010. Sighting of leucism in Spot-
billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha J.R. Forester, 1781 and Little Grebe Tachybaptus 
ruficollis (Pallas, 1754) in district Dungarpur, Rajasthan, India. Journal of the Bom-
bay Natural History Society 106 (1): 97–98.

Sreenivasan, R., 2012. Website: Spotted Crake. http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.
php?p=8&Bird_ID=814&Bird_Family_ID=&pagesize=1.

Whistler, H., 1940. Albinism in the Ruddy Sheldrake. Ibis 4 (4): 731–732.

Indian BIrds Vol. 9 No. 1 (Publ. 17 JaNuary 2014)18

http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/home
http://indianbirdsphotography.blogspot.in/2010/05/birdphotoindia-mangrove-pitta.html
http://indianbirdsphotography.blogspot.in/2010/05/birdphotoindia-mangrove-pitta.html
http://www.indianaturewatch.net/displayimage.php?id=210483
http://www.indianaturewatch.net/displayimage.php?id=210483
http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?p=8&Bird_ID=814&Bird_Family_ID=&pagesize=1
http://orientalbirdimages.org/search.php?p=8&Bird_ID=814&Bird_Family_ID=&pagesize=1

