
Introduction
The Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus is a widespread 
tropical species, which breeds in Africa and in Asia from India to 
Indonesia (Ali & Ripley 1987). It can occupy almost any wetland 
habitat, generally preferring flood plains, rivers, ponds, swamps 
tidal mudflats, cultivated fields and even manmade tanks. It 
mainly feeds on insects, molluscs, crabs, fish, frogs, lizards and 
snakes while slowly foraging through water or vegetation (Ali 
1996; Grimmett et al. 2001).

Woolly-necked Storks are not commonly seen in Bihar but 
their presence has been noted in the Jagatpur wetland and along 
the course of the Ganga River near the city of Sultanganj and 
Bhagalpur town in Bhagalpur district (Choudhary & Mishra 2006). 
Woolly-necked Storks are also seen occasionally in the wetlands 
and cultivated fields beside the Jamalpur–Kiul railway track 
between Abhaypur and Kajra in Munger district; we have been 
sighting 10–12 birds in the area since 2005. In late December 
2011, one of us (DNC) recorded six Woolly-necked Storks 
feeding alongside egrets and herons in wetlands adjacent to the 
highway near Kursela (in Katihar district), and ten more storks 
with six Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa and several egrets roosting 
in cultivated fields beside the railway track near Abhaypur. These 
storks were perhaps being recorded for the first time in Munger 
district. Though no written records have been maintained, there 
seems to be an anecdotal increase in the population of Woolly-
necked Stork in this region of Bihar. It could also indicate that 
Woolly-necked Storks might be breeding in this area. We are alert 
and hope to trace their breeding sites in near future.

Breeding site and data collection
On 24 October 2010 a member of Mandar Nature Club informed 
us of a pair of breeding Woolly-necked Stork at Raghopur, 
Bhagalpur district, Bihar. The village is located in the flood plains 
of the Ganga, roughly 5 km north-west of Bhagalpur town and 
2 km north of Nathnagar–Sultanganj highway. We headed to 
Raghopur next day with our team members to study the breeding 
of Woolly-necked Stork.

Results & discussion
The nesting site was in the middle of Raghopur village. The nest 
was atop a ‘semul’ Salmalia malabarica tree. There was one nest 
of a Black Ibis and one of a Woolly-necked Stork on the tree. The 
two nests were barely 2.5–3 m apart and both had fledglings at 
different stages of growth. We recorded two chicks of the Black 
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Ibis and three of Woolly-necked Stork. According to the villagers, 
the ibis had occupied this tree first during this breeding season, 
and it has been regularly nesting here since two–three years. As 
the ibis fledglings were larger in size than those of the Woolly-
necked Stork, we estimated they began building roughly around 
the third or fourth week of July. The Woolly-necked Stork had 
apparently occupied the tree for the first time and we estimated 
that nest building commenced around the third week of August. 
The nest was placed in a fork on the horizontal branches of the 
‘semul,’ roughly 18–20 m off the ground. It was a spherical 
platform of twigs with a slight depression in the middle. The 
diameter of the nest was between 0.8 and1 m. 

During a visit on 10 November the nestlings of the Woolly-
necked Stork were silent for most part but indulged in bill-clattering 
when adults returned to the nest. An adult would always be 
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perched (guarding?) on or near the nest (Choudhary et al. 2010). 
The nestlings would bob their heads and were generally active. 
The Black Ibis offspring were now fully fledged and beginning to 
vigorously flap their wings, perhaps in preparation for flight. 

On 16 December, we found the ibis nest empty. Villagers 
informed us that the birds had left roughly around the third week 
of November. The three Woolly-necked Stork chicks were fully-
fledged juveniles now and were moving from branch to branch, 
venturing away from the tree flying short distances and returning 
[94]. An adult stork continued to perch around the nest even 
at this time. During our visits, we recorded both parents taking 
turns in feeding the chicks. Peak feeding activity was noticed to 
be around middle of the day. The main sources of food and 
water for the storks were the canals and wetlands surrounding 
the nesting site and the village. A tributary of the Ganga flows 
1–1.5 km away from the nesting site. 

During the entire nesting period, despite the close proximity 
of the two species’ nests, we recorded no instance of inter-
species conflict. Neither did the human presence around the site 
pose a threat. A talk with the villagers also saw them taking up the 
onus of protecting the birds. 

According to Ali & Ripley (1987), the Woolly-necked Stork 
breeds from July–October in northern India. Vyas & Tomar 
(2007) recorded breeding in July–November in Chambal River 
valley near Kota, Rajasthan. Ishtiaq et al. (2004) mention the 
nesting season as beginning before June and lasting through 
September. In comparison, the Raghopur nesting period ranged 
from August–December. The height at which nests are built 
according to Ali & Ripley (1987) is around 20–30 m in northern 
India; while in Raghopur the nest was built 18–20 m off the 
ground. Ali & Ripley (1987) also report a clutch size of 3–4 eggs, 
rarely five. 

There exists little documentation of successful breeding of 
stork species from Bihar like that of the Asian Open-billed, Black-
necked Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus, Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos 
javanicus and Greater Adjutant L. dubius (Choudhary et al. 2007, 
2008, 2010, 2011; Mishra et al. 2005, 2010), and we felt this 
note would be an addition to such records from Bihar.

Conclusion
The observations above conclude that the Woolly-necked 
Stork successfully bred at Raghopur, raising three chicks by late 

December 2010. The availability of flood, favorable ecological 
conditions, security provided by the villagers to the nesting birds 
and awareness created by the members of Mandar Nature 
Club of Bhagalpur among the local community were also major 
contributing factors. We hope these birds significantly increase in 
numbers in the future.
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94. Juvenile Woolly-necked Stork C. episcopus venturing away from the nest. 


