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1. Where he offers the editorship of Stray Feathers to E. A. Butler

[Bowdler Sharpe Collection copy]

The Chalet
4 Kingswood Road
Upper Norwood
SE [London]

February 10th ’98 [1898].

“My dear Butler
“I should certainly not object in any way to the completion of Vol XI, of “S.F.” under your 

editorship. The bulk of my diaries, mss &c. on ornithology were made away with. I cannot trust 
my memory. I hardly remember the name of a bird now. My health is very indifferent, e.g., I have 
been in bed for the last month with influenza and I have far more work in hand, charitable & 
political, which is of far more importance to me than ornithology, much as my heart still yearns 

to this than I can possibly undertake. If you chose to take the matter up, entirely at your own 
expense and on your own authority, removing my name from the title page and substituting 
your own you have my full consent to do so and in my heart I shall be glad to know that it has 
been done.

“I should be quite willing for you to go on with it, but you must consider your ways and 
means. It never covered its expenses and you will probably lose £15 on these 150 page and £40 
or £50 yearly if you went on with it.

“I will not write more now. I am only just recovering and the piles of letters before me are 
enough to cow the bravest worker.”

Yours ever
Very sincerely

A. O. Hume

Editor’s Note
The value of £1 of 1898 would be £110 today.

£15 = £1650 / Rs1,42,300; £40 = £4400 / Rs3,80,000; £50 = £5500 / Rs4,75,000.
[http://safalra.com/other/historical-uk-inflation-price-conversion/]

2. Where he speaks of his fading memory

12-X-1908
The Chalet
4, Kingswood Road
Upper Norwood, S.E.

“Dear Sir
“In reply to your note of Oct. 11th, I regret very much to say that I am quite unable to assist 

you in the matter to which you refer. I positively know nothing of “Tickell” — I never saw him 
even, nor did I ever hear any thing about him, beyond what I gleaned from papers he wrote. I 
have never had any photograph of him, but there is a good reproduction of one, in the 1st Vol. 

of the 2nd. Edition of my Nests & Eggs, introduced by Oates who edited this edition. I have never 
heard of Oates for very many years. & I do not even know if he be still alive, but if he is so I think 
he could probably help you [E. W. Oates died in 1911—A.P.].

“I am very sorry that I am unable to be of any service to you, but of Tickell I never have 
known anything, and I may add that in my 80th year, my memory is so impaired, that even of 
men like dear old Jerdon, who was my guest for months & who was in constant correspondence 
with me, I could not venture to record any recollections, so terribly misty have large stretches of 
my past become especially where matters are concerned in which I have, for a very long series of 
years, ceased to take any personal interest.”

Yours very sincerely
A. O. Hume
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