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Fig. 1. Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus in agricultural fields.
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Editor’s note:
Kulasekhara C. S., posted a photograph of a Thick-billed 
Green-Pigeon on the India Nature Watch website (http://

www.indianaturewatch.net/displayimage.php?id=24809) on 20 
September 2007, which was photographed at Lingambudhi lake, 
Mysore (Karnataka, India). He said that the bird looked tired, and 
flew away after 15 minutes of observation. Ornithologists (Kumar 
Ghorpadé, Bill Harvey, and Aasheesh Pittie) felt it could have been 
an escapee. This was never proved, nor disproved.

Introduction
The Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus is the smallest bustard 
(Otididae) in the world (Fig. 1). It is endemic to the Indian 
Subcontinent, and listed as Critically Endangered (Collar & 
Andrews 1994), and is a Schedule I species under the Indian 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. Its breeding range is confined to 
India (Ali & Ripley 1983). It is commonly seen during the monsoon 
in eastern Rajasthan, and Gujarat. It inhabits tall grasslands, with 
scattered bushes, and standing crops of cotton, and millet (Ali & 
Ripley 1983). Its estimated population in India, in 1999 was 3,530 
birds (Sankaran 2000). Sankaran (1996) listed Pratapgarh as the 
most important area for Lesser Florican in southern Rajasthan. 
However, detailed information is not available regarding the 
status, and distribution of this species from here (Sankaran 2000). 
This study presents the current status, and distribution of Lesser 
Florican in Pratapgarh district.

Study area
The present study was conducted in the Kariawad area of 
Pratapgarh district, Rajasthan (24º08’N 74º47’E), which is an 
extension of the Malwa Plateau in Rajasthan. Other areas of 
Pratapgarh, including Sidhpura, Bajrangarh, and Mowdikhera 
were also surveyed for Lesser Florican. Tree cover in this region 
is negligible except for scattered growth of Butea monosperma 

and Acacia nilotica. The entire landscape is a mosaic of cultivated 
fields interspersed with isolated patches of grasslands. These 
grasslands extend up to the boundaries of individual plots of 
agriculture land. 

Methods
Observations were carried out in the morning, and evening, in 
the months of July–September 2006, 2007, and 2008. Birds were 
counted following Sankaran (2000), by visually searching for 
birds all over the grasslands and agriculture landscapes through 
a pair of binoculars, and an SLR camera. GPS coordinates (with a 
Garmin 72) of the observation points, and sightings of birds were 
taken. Villagers were also interviewed about the presence of Lesser 
Floricans in the past and present. On seven different occasions, the 
jumping display by the male Lesser Florican was observed. 

Results & discussion
Status and distribution of Lesser Florican in Pratapgarh 
region
Sankaran (2000) estimated a population of 28 Lesser Floricans from 
this region in 1999. Of these, all but two birds were sighted either 
in cultivated land or grassland converted into agriculture lands 
(Sankaran 2000). I was able to count eight birds in 2006, and just 
four individuals during 2007–2008 (Table 1). 

In 1999 Sankaran (2000) reported seven, and eight birds from 
Sidhpura, and Bajrangarh areas of Pratapgarh respectively. But 
between 2006 and 2008 I did not spot Lesser Floricans around these 
two villages. However, floricans were sighted around two other 
villages—Ratniyakheri and Bori grass bir (Table 1). Sankaran 
(1996) stated that Pratapgarh attracts at least 30–50 male floricans 
during a good monsoon. The drastic decline in numbers of Lesser 
Florican in 2008 in Pratapgarh, as compared to their population 
in 1999 might be due to changes in the land use pattern, and an 
increase in the disturbances prevailing in the landscape.

Observation of Lesser Florican in Pratapgarh
The presence of Lesser Florican is invariably recorded only when 
a displaying male is sighted. On 23 July 2006 one male was seen in 
grassland c. 2 km from Kariabad, on the way to Khoriya village. 

Nair: Thick-billed Green-Pigeon in Orissa
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The male was on the edge of grassland and the agricultural field, 
which contained soybean Glycine max, and jowar Sorghum vulgare. 
The crop was c. 60 cm high, whereas the height of the grass was 
less than 15 cm. Later, in the Kariabad area, three more male 
floricans were seen. The peculiar jumping display accompanied 
by the call, kat..kat..kat ..kat, emitted at each jump is diagnostic. 
The call is audible up to 500 m from the displaying bird! In these 
areas the Lesser Florican is also known as katkata or fudakaryeo 
(one who jumps). 

During 2006–2008, a cock Lesser Florican has used the same area 
for its jumping display. This area is a mosaic of agricultural fields 
with patches of grasslands. The crops were of soybean, maize Zea 
mays, and jowar. The lek, or the actual jumping area was always in 
the crop field where the cock finds cover to hide. At this time the 
height of the surrounding grassland was less than 30–45 cm. On a 
few occasions the cock displayed in the grassland where the grass 
was more than 45 cm, adjacent to a field with taller crop, as also 
reported by Gadhvi (2003). This might be a precautionary measure, 
where it can quickly seek cover either in the tall crop or the grass. 
Srivastav & Rana (1998) noted that cock floricans utilized fire lines 
as display areas, and their marginal tall grass to hide from danger. 
It was observed that whenever a person neared the jumping cock 
florican, it stopped jumping until the intruder left the area. In 2007 
two male floricans were seen jumping, separated by a distance of 
around 450 m with a small seasonal stream flowing between them. 
One was at 24º8’N 74º47’E, while the other, 24º08’N 74º46’E. They 
jumped alternately, as though indulging in a territorial display. I 
estimated the mean number of jumps per hour as 51.19 ± se 10.64 
varied from 15.21 to 94.28. When undisturbed it was observed 
jumping as much as 94 times in an hour. The jumping frequency 
increased with failing light at dusk—the maximum frequency being 
reached between 1800 and 1900 hrs.

Conservation measures
There is an urgent need for protection and conservation of some 
of the grasslands. Most of the grassland, locally called charnot 
or charahgah, has been encroached for agriculture or for other 
activities. Plantation activities on grassland, by different agencies, 
including state forest departments, convert a majority of the 
grasslands into shrub land—by planting Prosopis juliflora, and 
other species. The remaining grass birs are auctioned every year 
for fodder, thereby increasing the threat to nests of the bird. 

A systematic survey/population estimation of Lesser Florican 
should be carried out during the monsoon. For this, a detailed 
study and an inventory of all florican areas have to be made on 
priority. This will add value to the existing efforts of the state forest 
department, which conducts a census in summer. Volunteers from 
NGOs, and experts should be recruited to enhance work force 
requirements. The village communities around Lesser Florican 
habitats should be educated about the need for conserving habitat 
for the bird, and rewarded for giving information about the bird 
in their vicinity. Incentives should also be given to those farmers 
who practice organic farming and restrict/prevent grazing their 
cattle during rainy seasons (Fig. 2). 
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Table 1. Sightings of Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus in Pratapgarh 
district, Rajasthan

Name of the area
Sightings

1999* 2006 2007 2008
Kariabad 11 4 2 1
Ratniyakheri NA 2 NA 2
Bori grass bir NA NA 1 1
Sidhpura 7 0 0 0
Bajrangarh 8 0 0 0
Mowrikhera 2 2 2 0
Total 28 8 4 4

*After Sankaran (2000)
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Fig. 2. Lesser Florican Sypheotides indicus habitat is threatened by 
livestock grazing.
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