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Fig. 1. Bar-headed Geese Anser indicus.
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O
n the 25th of February 2008 we visited Koonthankulam
Bird Sanctuary (8º29’74’N 77º45’49”E), the famous
pelicanry and an Important Bird Area (IBA) in

Tirunelveli district (Tamil Nadu), as part of a wetland survey
undertaken in four districts of Tamil Nadu, through the
Environment Stewardship Programme (a voluntary activity of
Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited), to study the
distribution of the breeding population of Spot-billed Pelican
Pelecanus philippensis. In fact, we were a bit disappointed at
Koonthankulam due to relatively less number of breeding birds,
particularly Spot-billed Pelicans (c. 375 nests), when compared
to the 1,500 nests counted and monitored monthly, by one of us
(SB) in 2006–2007. Mr. Paul Pandian, forest department watcher
and an ardent caretaker of the fallen/abandoned chicks of the
breeding birds, told us that the pelican numbers would shoot
up at dusk. While waiting for dusk, we walked to the nearby
Kadankulam wetland where we spotted a gaggle of c. 500 Bar-
headed Geese Anser indicus, and 30 Greater Flamingo
Phoenicopterus roseus. Kadankulam wetland is situated opposite
Koonthankulam Sanctuary, and is a mere kilometre from the
adjoining Kadankulam village. A few Bar-headed Geese were
also seen in the nearby paddy fields.

While returning from Tirunelveli on 27th February 2008, we
decided to survey another little known, but a reasonably large,
tank in Nanguneri town in Tirunelveli district. The Nanguneri
pond (8º30’34”N 77º39’27”E), with an approximate diameter of
1.7 km, is adjacent to the Kanyakumari–Tirunelveli Highway
(NH7). It is a permanent freshwater pond, fed by rain and the
Pachaiyaru River that flows in from the nearby Kalakad Hills.
It lies at an aerial distance of c. 11.7 km (GPS readings) west of
Koonthankulam. The two wetlands are c. 48–52 km north-east
of Kanayakumari, the southern-most point on mainland India.
We were pleasantly surprised to spot a variety of birds
including 64 Bar-headed Geese and 52 Greater Flamingo.

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus is a winter visitor to
mainland India. It breeds in Ladakh (Jammu & Kashmir) and
at high elevations in central and southern Asia (Ali & Ripley
1978; Wurdinger 2005). Birds start arriving in October–
November, reaching their highest concentrations in December,
and start returning in March (Ali & Ripley 1978). It is common
in winter in northern India though rare in Gujarat and the
Deccan region, with only a few birds reaching Mysore—their
southern limit (Ali & Ripley 1978), although Kazmierczak (2000)
has shown its southern distribution further south of Mysore.
Ali & Ripley (1978) do not record it from Sri Lanka.

Small numbers of Bar-headed Geese were recorded
regularly earlier, from several places such as Ramanathapuram
district (Balachandran 1990) and Point Calimere (Bombay Natural
History Society: unpublished data). The BNHS research team
and Nature Club of Bishop Heber College have been recording
up to 2,000 birds at Karavetty town (Tamil Nadu) since 1990 (A.
Relton, verbally). Similarly, its occurrence in a few hundreds at
Koonthankulam for the last ten years has been documented by
the Tamil Nadu Forest Department. BNHS survey teams have
recorded in 2006–2007, 325 Bar-headed Geese at Koonthankulam
and 85 at Silaiyam pond, 3 km west of Koonthankulam. This note
provides further evidence of the increased range of Bar-headed
Geese in southern India.
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The above survey was part of wetland surveys in four districts of Tamil
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throat. The tail had a black band and there were some dark
spots along the flanks. The remaining birds had dark streaks
of various shapes on their underparts, indicating that they
were falcons.
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A
llan Octavian Hume (1829–1912) published his Nests
and eggs of Indian Birds: rough draft in three separate
parts over a period of three years: Part I (1873, pp. 1–

236), Part II (1874, pp. 237–489+1) and Part III (1875, pp. 491–
662). This was a compilation of the information known to him
on the nidification of Indian birds up to that time. He called this
a “rough draft” as he planned, with its publication, to inform
and enthuse his contemporaries so that they would submit
updated observations as well as fill the gaps—and
subsequently he intended to publish a second edition. “…Mr
Hume received the assistance of a devoted body of Indian
oologists, and the notes that they gave him are published in
Mr. Hume’s books…Among the best-known of the contributors
were General G. F. L. Marshall and his brother, Colonel C. H. T.
Marshall, Colonel C. T. Bingham, Messrs. J. Gammie, L.
Mandelli, E. W. Oates, W. Davison, W. Blewitt, R. Thompson,

Rhodes Morgan and Miss Cockburn,” (Sharpe 1906).
However this was not to be under his hand, and here is the

reason, in his own words, “For many years after the first Rough
Draft appeared, I went on laboriously accumulating materials
for a re-issue, but subsequently circumstances prevented my
undertaking the work…Many years ago, during my absence
from Simla, a servant broke into my museum and stole thence
several cwts. of manuscript, which he sold as waste paper.
This manuscript included more or less complete life-histories
of some 700 species of birds, and also a certain number of
detailed accounts of nidification. All small notes on slips of
paper were left, but almost every article written on full-sized
foolscap sheets was abstracted. It was not for many months
that the theft was discovered, and then very little of the MSS.
could be recovered. It thus happens that in the cases of some
of the most interesting species, of which I had worked up all

Fig. 1. Nests and eggs of Indian birds: rough draft. Parts I–III. 1st edition.
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