
Indian Birds Vol. 3 No. 1 (January–February 2007) 13

Introduction
In the middle of the 1970s, the pelicanry at Kolleru Lake in
Andhra Pradesh (A.P.) was reported to have over 3,000
nesting Spot-billed Pelicans Pelicanus philippensis (Gee 1960;
Guttikar 1979). By the end of the 1970s, disturbed due to the
upcoming fish farming industry and other factors, this huge
pelicanry was abandoned by the birds (Guttikar 1979).

In the latter part of the 1970s a few pelicans were noted at
Vedanthangal Lake in Chengalpattu district of Tamil Nadu
(Neginhal 1977). It was presumed that these birds were part
of the Kolleru pelicanry (Neginhal 1977). In the early 1980s, a
few pelicans were observed attempting to nest on the
Barringtonia trees in the small lake at Nelapattu in A.P. (Nagulu
& Rao 1983). The close proximity of Pulicat Lagoon (20 km
from Nelapattu), a potential feeding ground, was a major
attraction and the pelicanry at Nelapattu was established and
grew. Currently there are over 310 Spot-billed Pelican nests
here. (K. Mrutyumjaya Rao, verbally.)

But the bulk of Kolleru’s pelican population still could
not be located, even though there were sporadic reports of
pelicans nesting in West Godavari district up to Srikakulam
district of A.P. (T. Ramakrishna, verbally). No data is available
on their numbers or breeding. Some birds may quite possibly
have gone to Chilika Lake in Orissa (though no population
studies have been done on the breeding pelicans at Chilika).
Some others also probably joined the breeding pelicans at
Kokkare Bellur in Karnataka (Guttikar 1979). In January 1999,
a single adult Spot-billed Pelican was observed at Uppalapadu
village tank. In January 2000, 40 pelicans arrived at
Uppalapadu and 15 nests were built here. This was the start
of the breeding of the Spot-billed Pelicans in Uppalapadu tank
(Rao & Kumar 2000).

Uppalapadu tank: a history
Data for this tank is available from 1989–1990 onwards. The
tank was initially a heronry for Cattle Egrets Bubulcus ibis,
Little Cormorants Phalacrocorax niger, Asian Openbill-Storks
Anastomus oscitans and Black-crowned Night-Herons
Nycticorax nycticorax. These birds nested on Proscopis juliflora
and Acacia nilotica trees in the tank. Other nesting species
here were Oriental White Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus,
Painted Storks Mycteria leucocephala and Glossy Ibis Plegadis
falcinellus. Between 1989 and 1999 there were no reports of
Spot-billed Pelicans, either visiting or breeding at this tank.
Yet, in the six years since the pelicans first nested here,
Uppalapadu pelicanry has become one of the largest nesting
sites of these birds in the state, hosting around 315 nests in
2006 (K. M. Rao, verbally.)

The small fresh-water village tank (16°16’26"N
80°21’58"E) in Uppalapadu village is seven kilometers from
Guntur town on the Guntur–Tenali road in Guntur district of
A.P. The total area of the site is c15 ha. The birds nest in a
section of the tank that is approximately 2.5 Ha in area, which
is actually a part of the original 12 Ha tank. The area has been
encroached upon and the villagers have apportioned about
9.5 Ha of the tank for their domestic water usage. The
remaining 2.5 Ha is the pelicanry, which is now being
protected by the village council and authorities. Uppalapadu
is listed as an Important Bird Area (IBA) (Islam & Rahmani
2004).

In 2006, more than 1,500 Spot-billed Pelicans have been
reported from Uppalapadu (K. M. Rao, verbally.). Other
important birds here were over 2,500 Painted Storks and over
5,000 Asian Openbill-Storks. Darters Anhinga melanogaster also
breed on this tank, as do Oriental White and Glossy ibises. Of
these, the Spot-billed Pelican is recorded as ‘Vulnerable’ and
the Oriental White Ibis as ‘Near-threatened’ (BirdLife
International 2001). Both these species nest in Uppalapadu
in significant numbers.

Uppalapadu tank has a maximum depth of three meters.
The tank is well stocked with fish. It was reported by the
forest watchers at Uppalapadu that over 30,000 fish
fingerlings had been introduced into the tank. Even so, the
number of birds using this tank for nesting cannot expect to
feed exclusively from here. The main foraging ground of the
pelicans at Uppalapadu is the Prakasam Reservoir on
Krishna River (20 km from Uppalapadu). During a visit to
this tank in April 2006, by members of the Birdwatchers’
Society of Andhra Pradesh (BSAP), it was estimated that the
birds took approximately two hours to get to their foraging
ground and return with food for nestlings. Both Spot-billed
Pelicans and Painted Storks were noted moving in the
direction of the foraging grounds of Krishna River. In April
2006, there were over 150 active pelican nests and over 500
active Painted Stork nests at Uppalapadu. Members counted
over 600 pelicans here and over 2,500 Painted Storks (Taher
2006).

At Uppalapadu, Spot-billed Pelicans commence nesting
from the end of November continuing up to the end of April.
Numbers appear to peak during February–March. Table 1
shows the maximum populations of these birds and their
nests, from 2000–2006.
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Another concern at Uppalapadu is domestic water
supply. This was the main problem while the sanctuary was
being established. Traditionally the tank has been used for
the domestic needs of Uppalapadu village. When the birds
first started nesting therein, the villagers complained that
bird droppings were fouling their water supply. At one point,
the village council gave permission to cut the trees that the
birds used for nesting. Consequently, several large trees were
felled before the council took a fresh initiative towards
conservation and stayed the felling. However, by this time
several trees that the birds used for their nests were already
cut adding to the over crowded conditions at the pelicanry
(Rao & Kumar 2000).

Encroachment of the tank is another problem. Originally
the tank was spread over 30 acres. However, the northern
part of the tank was drained to make room for the Zilla
Parishad school building. Furthermore, to prevent birds from
polluting their domestic water, villagers constructed an
earthen bund to isolate about half of the tank. Trees in this

part of the tank were removed to discourage birds from
nesting here. This effectively halved the area of the tank
available for nesting. Further to this, another 30% of the tank
(eastern part) was also isolated for the same purpose
(domestic usage). This part too was cleared of trees to
discourage nesting. Hence currently, only about 6 acres of
the original 30 acres is available for nesting birds. This part
now has a good tree cover as the forest department as well as
the village panchayat protect it (Fig. 1).

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Birds 40 362 240 450 600 950 2000

Nests 15 79 96 190 270 400 315

Table 1. Maximum numbers of birds and nests at Uppalapadu

Problems and concerns
One of the major problems at Uppalapadu, due to the increase in the number of the nesting pelicans, is the over crowding of
the area. The pelicans are the largest birds breeding here and their arrival generally coincides with the end of the nesting
season of the Asian Openbill-Storks. If the pelicans arrive early, the storks’ nesting success is reduced because their young
are not yet ready to fly and these birds are displaced by the pelicans. They either fall into the water, or to the ground where
they are preyed upon by village dogs and cats. Because of this over crowding, the pelicanry at Uppalapadu is supporting
staggered nesting periods. The first birds to nest here are the Asian Openbill-Storks, which start nesting in the month of
August. Nesting peaks in September and, by October they are almost through. Oriental White Ibis also nest during this
period. Pelicans generally arrive by the middle of October, which is the time when Asian Openbill-Storks leave. From October
onwards the pelicans and Painted Storks commence their nesting. The latter’s nesting activity peaks in January, while the
pelicans’ in February. The large number of Black-crowned Night-Herons do not compete with other birds for nesting space
at Uppalapadu, since they nest in the lower levels of the trees. Table 2 shows the activity of the principal nesting species at the
Uppalapadu pelicanry, during the 2003–2004 season.

Table 2. Numbers and nests of water birds

Species Apr-03 May-03 Jun-03 Jul-03 Aug-03 Sep-03 Oct-03 Dec-03 Jan-04

No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest No. Nest

Pelicans 450 200 190 19 8 60 140 458 130 600 270

Oriental White Ibis 9 7 3000 700 9000 900 8000 2000 400 100

Painted Stork 700 400 458 200 1 22 1045 400

Asian Openbills 22 450 4500 7000 700 7000 1600 3

Darter 20 5 4 12 3

Little Cormorant 70 20 14 30 60 70 2 67 54 4 120
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Future
The increase in the number of nesting Spot-billed Pelicans at
Uppalapadu has created the problem of over crowding at
this tank. Pelicans that arrive late in the season are unable to
get adequate nesting space. Even though the birds are
gregarious nesters and more than one pair use the same nest
platform (K. Mrutyumjaya Rao, verbally), there is a limit to
the available space and presently the single largest problem
here is overcrowding. This year (2006), there were reports of
birds nesting at the smaller Edduri tank, about a kilometre

away from Uppalapadu tank. BSAP members visited Edduri
tank, which is about ten acres in area and is privately owned,
hence unprotected. While we were there, we noticed people
fishing in this tank and water being drawn through a
motorised pump for cultivation. The fishermen brought the
catch to the shore and sold it on the spot to the local village
people. In spite of these disturbances, we counted 14 Spot-
billed Pelican nests and over 20 Painted Stork nests at this
lake. Here too nests were constructed on Proscopis juliflora on
an island in the middle of the lake. Other nesting species here

Fig. 1. Location sketch of Uppalapadu
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were Black-crowned Night-Herons, Grey Ardea cinerea and
Purple A. purpurea Herons. We do not know if Asian Openbill-
Storks also use this tank because our visit was far beyond
their nesting season. We spotted a single Asian Openbill-Stork
on this lake but could not see any nesting activity. However,
given the crowded conditions of Uppalapadu heronry, it is
quite possible that all the breeding species are spreading to
the surrounding tanks.

The A.P. Forest Department has taken up this pelicanry
as a designated protected area and has introduced watch and
ward staff in the area. Furthermore, the village council is also
keenly interested in the area and is taking interest in the
protection and conservation of the tank and the birds.
However, the problem of over crowding and encroachment
on this tank remains and urgent measures are needed to
enable the pelicanry at Uppalapadu to survive. Otherwise
this very successful pelicanry will also disappear, as did the
one at Kolleru in the 1970s.
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Introduction
The Kakoijana (Proposed) Wildlife Sanctuary (KPWLS)
(26°22’N–20°21’N 90°33’E–90°34’E) is located in the
Bongaigaon district of western Assam, India. The area is
home to the highly endangered golden langur Trachypithecus
geei and the sanctuary was proposed in order to protect the
population of this primate. Kakoijana falls under the Assam
Plains endemic bird area although it has not been listed as
an Important Bird Area (IBA) of the state (Islam & Rahmani
2004).

In this paper we discuss the ornithological significance
and species diversity of Kakoijana, based on a six-month
fieldwork on a project assessing the wintering bird
community and non-breeding habitat utilization by the
Dicruridae of KPWLS. However, here we discuss the
significance of Kakoijana in terms of avifaunal conservation
as well as some interesting observations in a degraded forest.

Although some work has been done to document the
birds of this region (Arnab Bose verbally; Singha & Borah
2001) the lack of a comprehensive checklist is quite evident.
Here we present the first detailed systematic account of the
avian diversity of KPWLS recorded during a four-month
period from early January 2005 to late April 2005.

Study area
Kakoijana covers 1,700.24 ha and falls under the Aie Valley
Division, Bongaigaon, Assam (Fig. 1). It was originally
managed by zamindars (landlords) and was constituted into
a Reserved Forest by the Forest Department in 1966. In April
1999 a proposal to upgrade it to a Wildlife Sanctuary was
made, largely to protect its golden langur population. This is
the key species of KPWLS and all current management inputs
are directed towards its conservation.

The terrain of KPWLS is hilly, with the altitude ranging
from about 59 m above m.s.l. (near Hapasara beat office) to
the highest of 160 m above m.s.l. at the western hilltop. The
hills run in all directions with moderate to deep slopes in
between. The physiography is intersected by one perennial
stream locally known as “Kalikapat”, which flows north–
south. The soil of the KPWLS is red loamy and favours the
growth of important timber yielding trees such as Sal Shorea
robusta and Teak Tectona grandis.

KPWLS comprises mostly of mixed moist deciduous forest
(Singha & Borah 2001). These natural forests comprise of
deciduous species of trees such as Shorea, Dalbergia,
Caesalpinia, Vatica, Toona, Albizzia, etc. Scattered bamboo
groves comprising Dendrocalamus, Bambusa, etc., occur in the
hill slopes and along few perennial hollows. Some semi-


